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INTRODUCTION

Introduction (§1) Reference Book§816)

Public and Private Antiquitie¢§2-3) Systematic Treatises

Antiquities and Hstory (§4-6) Encyclopedic Works

Antiquities and Philology(§7-10) Other Works

Sourceq811-15)

1. The topicghat are discussed in this book have to do with the everyday life of the
Roman people. Such things will be considered as the family, the Roman name, marriage
and the position of women, children and education, slaves, clients, the house and its
furniture, dothing, food and meals, amusements, travel and correspondence, religion,
funeral ceremonies and burial customs. These things are of interest to us in the case of an
ancient or foreign people; in the case of the Romans they are of especial importance,
beause they help to explain the powerful influence which that nation exerted over the old
world, and make it easier to understand why that influence is still felt in some degree

today.

2. Public and Private Antiquities. The subjects that have been narakdve belong to
what is called Classical Antiquities, taking their place in the subdivision of Roman
Antiquities as opposed to Greek Antiquities. They are grouped loosely together as Private
Antiquities, in opposition to what we call Public Antiquitiekinder the latter head we
consider the Roman as a citizen, and we examine the several classes of citizens, their
obligations, and their privileges; we study the form of their guwent, its officers and
machinery, its legislative, judicial, and executive procedure, its revenues and
expenditures, etc. It is evident that no hard and fast line can be drawn between the two
branches of the subject; they cross each other at every tnerscarcely knows, for
example, under which head to put the religion of the Romans, or their games in
thecircus
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FIG. 1
A ROMAN MAN AND WIFE
From a tombstone now in the Vatican Museum, Rome.

3. In the same way, the daily employment of a slaieekéep, his punishments, his
rewards are properly considered under the head of Private Antiquities. But the State
undertook sometimes to regulate by law the number of slaves that a master might have,
and the State regulated the manumission of the slal/gaare him certain rights as a
freedman. All such matters belong to Public Antiquities. So, too, a man might or might
not be eligible to certain priestly offices, according to the particular ceremony used at the
marriage of his parents. It will be fountietefore, that the study of Private Antiquities
cannot be completely separated from its complement, though in this book the dividing line
will be crossed as seldom as possible.

4. Antiquities and History. It is just as impossible to draw the boundary between the
subjects of Antiquities and History. Formerly, it is true, histories were concerned little
with the private life of the people, but dealt almost solely with theanskefall of
dynasties. They told us of kings and generals, of the wars they waged, the victories they
won, and the conquests they made. Then, in course of time, institutions took the place of
dynasties and parties the place of heroes, and history tracgdbthth of great political
il deas; such masterpieces as Thirl wall 0s
constitutional histories. But changes in international relations affect the private life of the
people as surely, if not as speedily, as thégcathe machinery of government.

5. You cannot bring into contact, friendly or unfriendly, two different civilizations
without affecting the peoples concerned, without altering their occupations, their ways of
living, their very ideas of life and ifsurposes. These changes react in turn upon the
temper and character of a people; they affect its capacity fegy®atinment and the
government of others, and in the course of time they bring about the movements of which
even the older histories took . Hence our more recent histories give more and more
space to the life of the common people, to the very matters that were mentioned as
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belonging to Private Antiquities (882).

6. On the other hand, it is equally true that a knowledge of political history is necessary
for the study of Private Antiquities. We shall find the Romans giving up certain ways of
living and habits of thinking that seemed to have become fixedrardateristic. These
changes we could not explain at all if political history did not inform us that just before
they took place the Romans had come into contact with the widely different ideas and
different civilizations of other nations. The most impaottavent of this sort was the
spread of Greek cultures after the First Punic War, and to this we shall have to refer again
and again. It follows from all this that students who have had even the most elementary
course in Roman history have already somentadge of Private Antiquities, and that
those who have not studied the history of Rome at all will find very helpful the reading of
even the briefest of our school histories of R@ne.

7. Antiquities and Philology. The subject of Classical Antiquities has always been
regarded as a branch (Adisciplinedo i s th
Friedrich August Wolf (1759.824) made Philology a science. It is quite tihe
Philology, in the common acceptation of the word, is merely the science of language, but
even here Antiquities has an important part to play. It is impossible to read
understandingly an ode of Horace or an oration of Cicero if one is ignorantsufciaé
life and the political institutions of Rome. But Classical Philology is much more than the
science of understanding and interpreting the classical languages. It claims for itself the
investigation of Greek and Roman life in all its aspects, sactallectual, and political,
so far as it has become known to us from the surviving literary, monumental, and

epigraphic records. Whitney puts i1t thus
that speech discloses as to the nature and historyrofma | f it i s hard
definitions, one can hardly forget the e
intellectual world. o Under this, the onl

Antiquities takes at once a higher plaltdbecomes the end, with linguistics the means,
and that is the true relation between them.
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FIG. 3
A ROMAN TEMPLE IN FRANCE
This building is now used as a Museum of Numismatics in Nimes (Nemausus), France.

8. But it happens that the study oétlanguages in which the records of classical
antiquity are preserved must first occupy the investigator, and that the study of language
as mere languageof its origin, its growth, its decayis in itself very interesting and
profitable. It happens that thenguages of Greece and Rome cannot be studied apart from
literatures of singular richness, beauty, and power, and the study of literature has always
been one of the most attractive and absorbing to cultivated men. It is not hard to
understand, thereforeshy the study of Antiquities has not been more prominent in
connection with philological training. Such study was the end to which only the few
pressed on. It was reserved, at least in systematic form, for the trained scholar in the
university. From theaurses in Greek and Latin conducted in our colleges it was crowded
out by the more obvious, but not more essential or interesting, subjects of linguistics and
literary criticism, or it was presented in those courses at best in the form of scrappy notes
onthe authors read in the classroom or in the dismembered alphabetical arrangement of a
dictionary.

9. Within more recent years, however, a change has been taking place, a change due to
several causes. In the first place, the literary criticism whichamae taught exclusively
in connection with classical authors and which claimed so large a part of the time allotted
to classical study has found a place in the departments of English. Secondly, a shift of
emphasis has relieved college courses of muchegiaary linguistic drill that was
formerly considered necessary. In the third place, the last sefiemtyears have seen a
very great advance in the knowledge of Classical Antiquities; it is possible to present in
positive dogmatic form much in fields wtein, at one time, guesswork and speculation
played a large part.

10. Finally, modern theories of education, which have narrowed the stream of classical
instruction only to deepen its channel and quicken its current, have caused more stress to



be lad upon the points of contact between the ancient and the modern world. The teacher
of the classics has come to realize that the obligations of the present to the past are not to
be so clearly presented and so vividly appreciated in connection with thed &iudy of

art and literature as in the investigation of the great social, political, and religious
problems which throughout all the ages have engaged the thought of cultivated men.

11. Sourceslt has already been remarké&d?j that Classical Philology draws its
knowledge from three sources, the literary, monumental, and epigraphic remains of
Greece and Rome. It is necessary that we should understand at the outset prieatssly
meant by each of these. By literary evidence we mean the formal writings of the Greeks
and Romans, that is, the books which the published that have come down to us. The form
of these books, the way they were published and have been preservbed,osilisidered
later. For the present it is sufficient to say that only a mere fraction of these writings has
come down to our day, and that of the surviving works we possess no originals, but
merely more or less imperfect copies. It is true, neverthaélessthese form as a whole
the most important of our sources of information, largely because they have been most
carefully studied and are best understood.

12. By monumental evidence we mean all the things actually made by the Greeks and
Romans thalhave come down to us. These things are collectively very numerous and of
very many kinds: coins, medals, pieces of jewelry, armor, pottery, statues, paintings,
bridges, aqueducts, fortifications, ruins of cities, etc. It is impossible to enumerate them
all. It is upon such remains as these that most of the surviving inscri@ia8sdre
preserved. Of the first importance for the study of the private life of the Romans are the
ruins of the city of Pompeii, preserved to us by the protection of the ashes that buried it at
the time of the eruption of Vesuvius in the year 79 A.D.

13. By epigraphic evidence we mean the words that were written, scratched, cut, or
stamped on hard rtexials, such as metal, stone, or wood, usually without thought of
literary finish. These vary from single words to records of very considerable extent, and
are briefly called Ainscriptions. o The s
curiousby mer el y tur ni ng o \Weascae aatinftaisiomumenta s o f
Epigraphicao r o f IE&tnbnscriptiahsThe legends stamped on coins and medals
are of great historical importance; many of these coins are now to be found in American
collections. With modern inscriptions on similar materials and for similar purposes every
student is, of course, familiar.

14. 1t will be seen at once that the importance of these sources will vary with the nature
of the subject we are studying and tbknfess of their preservation. For example, we may
read in a Roman poet a description of an ornament worn by a bride. A painting of a bride
wearing such an ornament would make the description clearer, but any doubt that might
remain would be removed if treeshould be found in the ruins of Pompg&iil@ a similar
ornament with its character proved by an inscription upon it. In this case all three sources
would have contributed tour knowledge.
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15. For other matters, especially intangible things, we may have to rely solely upon
descriptions, that is, upon literary sources. But it may well happen that no Roman wrote a
set description of the particular thing that we are studyinghat, if he did, his writings
have been lost, so that we may be forced to build up our knowledge bit by bit, by putting
together laboriously the scraps of information, mere hints perhaps, that we find scattered
here and there in the works of differenithor® authors, it may be, of very different
times. It is not hard to understand, therefore, that our knowledge of some things pertaining
to Roman Antiquities may be fairly complete, while of others we may have no knowledge
at all. It may be worth remairlg of literary sources that the more common and familiar a
thing was to the ancients, the less likely is it that we shall find a description of it in ancient
literature.

16. Reference BooksThe collecting and arranging of the information gleaneahfro
these sources has been the task of scholars from very early times, but so much has been
added to our knowledge by recent discoveries that all but the later books may be neglectec
by the student. A convenient list of reference works in English is Professo
Mc D a n Gude farghe Study of English Books on Roman Private Aifist giving
selections from the constantly increasing number of books treating of Roman Antiquities
will be found on pages 40812 of this book; at the head of ChaptelMl therewill be
given passages to be consulted in certain standard works. These works have been arrange
In two classes, systematic treatises and encyclopedic works, a list of which will be found
on pages 2:26. The student who lacks time to consult all these $sbkuld select one at
least of the better and larger works in each class for regular and methodical study. The
study should be warned not to neglect a book merely because it happens to be written in a
language that he does not read fluently; the verytparthe wants may happen to be easy
to read, and many of these works contain illustrations that tell their own stories
independently of the letterpress that accompanies them.

Systematic Treatised

1. Marquardt, Joachinas Privatleben der Romesecond edition, by August Mau
(Leipzig, Hirzel, 1886). This is the seventh volume oHhAedbuch der rémischen
Altertimer by Joachim Marquardt and Theodor Mommesen. It is a fallarthoritative
treatise, with a few illustrations. [Marquardt.]

2. Blimner, HugoDie romischen Privataltertiimethird edition (Munich, Beck,

1911). This is a part of the fourth volume of th@ndbuch der klassischen
Altertumswissenschatdited bylwan von Miillet (known now, however, &&andbuch

der Altertumswissenschaédited by Walter Otto). It is the latest elaborate work on the
subject, especially rich in the citation of authorities, and has some illustrations [Blimner.]

3. Becker, Wilhém Adolph, Gallus oder rémische Scenen aus der Zeit Augusts
second edition, by Hermann Goall, three volumes (Berlin, Calvary, 1880, 1881, 1882).
This is a standard authority in the form of a novel. The story is of no particular interest,
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butthenotesand Ex cur suseso are of importance. T
first edition, by Frederick Metcalfe, which is entitl€allus, or Roman Scenes of the Time

of Augustugninth edition, London, Longmans, 1888). If it is used with caution, this
transldion will help those who do not read German. [Bedgkéill: the references in this

book are all to the German original.]

4. Friedlander, LudwigDarstellungen aus der Sittengeschichte Roms in der Zeit von
August bis zum Ausgang der Antonimefour vdumes, ninth and tenth editions, by Georg
Wissowa (Leipzig, Hirzel, 1919, 1922, 1920, 1921). This is the great authority for the
time it covers. It gives, in effect, the history from the earliest times of all the matters
which it treats. There is an Endlisranslation of the seventh edition, in four volumes,
with the titleRoman Life and Manners under the Early EmgMew York, Dutton,
undated). References in this book following the name Friedlander will be to this English
translation. [Friedlander.]

5. Sandys, Sir John EdwiA,Companion to Latin Studighird edition (Cambridge:

At the University Press, 1921). This is a convenient handbook. [SaDadysanior)

6. Jones, H. Stuary, Companion to Roman Histof@xford: At the Clarendon Press,
1912). This is excellent for those subjects which it treats. [Jones.]

7. Cagnat, René, and Chapot,Ma n u e | doar c h(Raasl Facgrd,e r o ma i
Volume I, 1916; Volume II, 1920). This is a very valuable work. Volume | deals with
ALes Monumanhten O&®coMonuments, Sculpture
APeinture et Mosapupuque, |l nstr uGhepot) s de vi

8. McDaniel, Walton Brook€sRoman Private Life and Its Survivais the series
entitled AOur Debt( BostGomecMamnialRomé&one
published by Longmans, New York). This is a compact and interesting book. [McDaniel.]

9. Blimner, HugoTechnologie und Terminologie der Gewerbe und Kiinste bei
Griechen und Romeyin four volumes (1878.887). The first volume appeared in a new
edition in 1912, by H. Blimner (Leipzig, Teubner). This is the best description of the arts
and industries of ancient Greece and Rome. [Blunireatinologid

Encyclopedic Works

1. PaulyWissowa,RealEncyclopdlie der classischen Altertumswissenschtfis is a
monumental work, destined to be for many years the great authority upon the subject.
Unfortunately it has appeared very slowly and is not yet (1932) complete (it was begun in
1894). Volumes-XV (First Half), covering the articledal to Mesyros and Second
Series, VolumesIV (First Half), covering the articleRato Symposionhave appeared.
[Pauly-Wissowa.]

2. Daremberg, Charles Victor, and Saglio, Edmd&idtionnaire des antiquités
grecqueset omai nes dobéapr s | dParistHachdtte $911M18). | e s
This is a standard and authoritative work, with many illustrations. [DarerSaagiip. ]

3. Smith, William, A Dictionary of Greek and Roman Antiquitiéisird edition, by W.
Wayte and G.E. Marindin, two volumes (London, Murray, 1890, 1891). This is the best
work of the sort in English. [Smith.]
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4. Baumester, AugustPenkmaler des klassischen Altertynmsthree volumes.
(Munich and Leipzig, Oldenbourg, 1889). This work deals with Greek and Roman
religion, art, and customs. It is richly illustrated. [Baumeister.]

5 Harper s Dictionary of ClEditesbyldaasy Lit er
Thurston Peck, second edition (New Yor k,

6. Schreiber, T Atlas of Clasical Antiquities Edited, for English Use, by W.C.F.
Anderson (London, Macmillan, 1895). This gives a copious collection of illustrations
bearing on Greek and Roman life, with explanatory text. [Schreiber.]

7. Rich, AnthonyA Dictionary of Roman an@reek Antiquitiesfifth edition (London,
Longmans, 1884). This is a convenient manual with many illustrations. [Rich.]

8. Walters, H.BA Classical Dictionary of Greek and Roman Antiquities, Biography,
Geography, and MythologfCambridge, At the Unersity Press, 1916). [Walters.]

Other Books

Besides the systematic treatises and encyclopedic works, there may be listed five books
which treat the discoveries at Pompeii, the importance of which has been meriioned (
12), and one book on Ostia.

1. Overbeck, Johannd3pmpeii, in seinen Gebauden, Alterthiimern, und Kunstwgerken
fourth edition, by August Mau (Leipzig, Engelmann, 1884). This is the standard popular
work uponthe subiject, richly supplied with illustrations. [Overbeck.]

2. Mau, AugustPompeii, Its Life and Artranslated by Francis W. Key, second
edition (New York, Macmillan, 1902). This is the best account of the treasures of the
buried city that has apjared in English. It is at once interesting and scholarly. {Mau
Kelsey.]

3. Gusman, Pierr®ompeii, the City, Its Life and Atranslated by Florence
Simmonds and M. Jourdain (London, Heinemann, 1900). This gives the very best
collection of illustrdions, but is not so trustworthy in letterpress. [Gusman.]

4. Engelmann, Wilhelm\leue Fihrer durch PompdiLeipzig, Engelmann, 1925). An
English version of this work, entitledl New Guide to Pompegppeared in 1925
(Leipzig, Engelmann). [Engelmarin

5. Calza, GuidoQstia: Historical Guide to the Monumentsanslated by R. Weeden
Cooke (Milan and Rome, Bestetti and Tuminelli, 1926). [Calza.]

'"Privated in such pgagd tipsu bkelgipdob atlioe mlisa ttion L at i

? Students in secondary schools will find useful for preliminary reading the outline of the Roman
Constitution in the introduction to JohnstEmgery, Selected Orations and Letters of CicefFor
more advanced studis the following will be found useful: Abbd&pman Political Institutions
andRoman PoliticsGranrud Roman Constitutional HistoryareenidgeRoman Public Life
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3 Among such short histories are: AbbéttShort History of Romérank,A History of Rme
Boak,A History of Rome

* At the close of each item will be given in square bracke}ste abbreviation by which the
particular work will be named in references to it in this book.

Chapter 1: THE FAMILY

REFERENCES: Marquardt;@; Blumner,301-302; BeckeiGall, Il, 1-4, 6165, 187; Pauly
Wissowa, undea d f 9,8 g b Ucsoi g2n, famiiia@ U rDarembergSaglio,

undera d o patdirdo @B f ig@g n Wtsoi ghclot gon, famiiag Umpsat ri a; pot
Walters, undea d o ptoig@; BMeDant®l, 2326; Showerman, 668. Look up the wordamilia,

i n Halagndictoréary, and notice carefully its range of meanings. See, also, Sherman,
116, and the ar t iBEndydopagdadBrianniceeleeentto edition, XXIlh 82-
531, 540542, 565, 566, 573, fourteenth edition, XIX, 4532,

The Househould(§17) Extinction oftheP o t e(§20)U s
Other Meanings of Familia (§18-19) A g n (88031)

Patria (80test Us Co g n(&8R)o

Limitations (§21-22) Adf 888 s

Manus (823-24) The Family Cult (834-36)

Domini ca(8%e8) est Us Adoption (§37)

The Splitting Up of a House(§27-28)

17. The Househouldl f by our word Afamilyo
of husband, wife, and children, we may acknowledge at once that it does
correspond exactly to any meanings of the L&milia, varied as the dictionarie
show these to be. Husband, wife, and children did not necessarily constitL
independent family among the Romans, and were not necessarily members

the same family. The Romdamilia, in the sense nearest to thatted English
word Afamily, o was made up of tho:
the same Head of the Houged t e r )f Taeawa persobkssmight make a hos
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themselves: wife, unmarried daughters, sons, adopted sons, married or unr
with their wives, sons, unmarried daughters, and even remoter descendants
through males), yet they made but damilia in the eyes of the Romans. The
Head of such &amiliad ihousehol do or fihous ed®was
alwayss u 0 (ifills i swn master, 06 fii nde palnidl
iTro ¢dbubpgedt to another's a

FIG. 7
SOME MEMBERS OF THE FAMILY OF AUGUSTUS
Part of a relief from the Ara Pacis of Augustus, now in the Uffizi Gallery, Rtare

18. Other Meanings ofFamilia. The wordfamilia was also very commonly
used in a slightly wider sense to include, in addition to the persons named
(817), all the slaveand clients 8176182 and all the property real and perso
belongingtothgp at e r ,Praacquirkd akbsused by the persons unde
hisp o t e Bhe wbsd was also used of the slaves alone, and, rarely, of the p
alone. In a still wider and more important sense the word was applied to a
group of related persons, tgelln sconsi st i ng o ffamdidein
the sense a§17) that derived their descent through males from a commo
ancestor. This remote ancestor, could his life havedastrough all the
intervening centuries, would have beengtha t e r  ¢f allnhe persdhs
included in thg U nasd all would have been subject tophis t e lEleémbesship
in theg U was proved by the possession of thé mg§1647), the second of tt
three names that every citizen of the Republic regularly $@&).(

19. Theoretically thigy U hasl keen in prehistoric times one of tfaniliag
Afhouseholds, 0 whose union for p
Theoretically itgp at e r lad meénlome dfshe Heads of Houses from wk
in the days of the kings, had been choserptlet , or@sembly of old men
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(s e n Y The splitting up of this prehistoric household in the manner expla
iN827, a process repeated generation after generation, was believed to acci
the numerougamiliaethat, in later times, claimed connection with the
greatg e n.{THér® came to be, of courgee n of Mter origin that imitated the
organization of the oldag e n.fTHég U hasl an organization of which little is
known. It passedasolutions binding upon its members; it furnished guardian
minor children, and curators for the insane and spendthrifts. When a memb
without leaving heirs, thg U susceeded to such property as he did not dispc
by will and administered for the common good of all its members. These
members were callegl e n t vgete Baund to take part in the religious service
theg Ufssa c r a @, dad & @dimjtatheacommon property, and might, if-
chose, be laid to rest in a common bugiadund, if theg U maintained one.

Finally, the wordfamilia was often applied to certain branches gf 6 wisose
members had the sarmeo g n @W384860), the last of the threames mentione
in 838 For this sense damilia a more accurate word ssirps

20,Patri a . Theautacsitydthe at er dver s dedcdndants w
calledusuaffp at r i a,bptalsoe st Uis a , preati reis @anmtihmpierlums
paternum It was carried to a greater length by the Romans than by any of
people, so that, in its original and unmodified form,gha t r i a sgemsteu
excessive and cruel. Asey understood it, the a t e r ,indhevoiry| hadJ
absolute power over his children and other agnatic desceng8a6tsHe decidec
whether or not the neworn child should be ezed; he punished what he regar:
as misconduct with penalties as severe as banishment, slavery, and death;
could own and exchange propértgll that those subject to him earned or acqt
in any way was his; according to the letter of the lagy tvere little better than
chattels. If his right to one of them was disputed, he vindicated it by the sanr
of action that he used in order to maintain his right to a house or a horse; if
them was stolen, he proceeded against the abductbelordinary action for the
if for any reason he wished to transfer one of them to a third person, it was ¢
the same form of conveyance that he employed to transfer inanimate thing
jurists boasted that these powers were enjoyed by Rottizensi only.

21. Limitations. But however stern this authority was theoretically, it wa
greatly modified in practice, under the Republic by custom, under the Empi
law. King Romulus was said to have ordained that all sons and abdinst
daughers should be reared, and that no child should be put to death until it
year, unless it was grievously deformed. This at least secured life for the ¢

thoughthep at e r dtiladedidédiwbesher it should be admitted to his
household, witlihe resultant social and religious privileges, or be disowned
become an outcast. King Numa was said to have forbidden the sale into sla
a son who had married with the consent of his father. But of much great
importance was the check put by twms upon arbitrary and cruel punishment
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Custom, not law, obliged tiga t e r  tb ealnd cbuindd sf relatives and frier
i T dici um )evieemiesdnteneplated inflicting severe punishment u
his children, and public opinion obliged him to abide by its verdict. Even in
comparatively few cases when tradittefis us that the death penalty was actu
inflicted, we usually find that the father acted in the capacity of a magistr:
happening to be in office when the offense was committed, or that the pena
the ordinary law were merely anticipated, p@to avoid the disgrace of a puk
trial and execution.

22.50, too, in regard to the ownership of property the conditions were not
so hard as the strict letter of the law makes them appear to us. It was custol
the Head of the House &ssign to his children property,e ¢ 1 ( i a ant t |

owno), for them to manage f or tpdtes
f a mitheordiically held legal title to all their acquisitio®2(), yet practically
all property was acquired for and belonged to the household as a whole,
thep at er \Was,inieffect, itde more than a trustee to hold and adminis
for the common benefit. This is shown by fhet that there was no graver offer
against public morals, no fouler blot on private character, than to prove unt
thistrustp at r i m@n i u)nBepidesdiisythedoag centinuance of
thep o t eisirn itsedf a proof that its rigor was morpparent than real.

23.Manus. The subject of marriage will be considered later; at this point i
necessary only to define the power over the wife possessed by the husban
most extreme form, called by the Romamenus By the oldest and mosblemn

form of marriage the wife was separated entirely from her father's fag8iby &nd
passed into her hucsdmnwmdnltsi {Hlhismssumasy
course, that he wasu ¢ ; if hle was sot, then she was, though nominally in
"hand," really subject, as he was, topia t e r .fAmy proplerty he had of h
ownd and to have had any she must have been amtmt before her marriagje
passed to her husband's father as a matter of course. If she had npatgrhe
f a mifurniskkd a dowryd @,svhich shared the same fate, though it must
returned if she should be divorced. Whatever she acquired by kistrindr
otherwise while the marriage lasted also became her husband's (subjegeatiod
p ot eusderlikich he lived). So far, therefore, as property rights were
concernedmanuddiffered in no respect fromthea t r i a : threovife@vash |
| o @@ ,idladeon the husband's death took a daughter's share in his est

24.1n other respectanusconferred more limited powers. The husband w
required by law, not merely obliged by custom, to refer alleged misconduct
widetothed T d i domaestioung§21), and this was composed in part of he
cognates&32). He could put her away for certain graofeenses only; Romulus
was said to have ordained that, if he divorced her without good cause, he st
punished with the loss of all his property. He could not sell her at all. In sh
public opinion and custom operated even more strongly for b&rqtion than fo


http://www.forumromanum.org/life/johnston_1.html#20
http://www.forumromanum.org/life/johnston_1.html#35
http://www.forumromanum.org/life/johnston_1.html#21
http://www.forumromanum.org/life/johnston_1.html#32

that of her children. It must be noticed, therefore, that the chief distinctic

betweemanusandp at r i a lapio theefacttthdtehe former was a legal

relationship based upon the consent of the weaker party, while the latter v
natural relationship independent of all law and choice.

25.D00 mi ni c a. WReveastiwtadierity oftpea t e r  dver his |
descendants was callpda t r i a , hjs autherisy tovdrshis chattels was
calledd o mi n i ¢ aSopoodg as s tiveand retained his citizenship, thes
powers could be terminated only by his own deliberate act. He could dispos
property by gift or sale as freel)
very formal proceeding{ma n c ) by Which tEey beame each the Head of
new House, even if they were childless themselves or unmarried or mere cl
He might also emancipate an unmarried daughter, who thus in her own self
an independerfamilia, or he might give her in marriage to another Raritizen
an act by which she passed, according to early usag3(88, 62), into the
House of which her husband was Head, if hesvas (8 17 ror isto that of
which he was a member, if he was till i (rndd si ul. it mestbe nosced, ¢
the other hand, that the marriage of a son did not make pim& e r  dra
relieve him in any degree fromtpea t r i a : he ant kisswifelhad their
children were subject to the Head of his House as he hadbé®e his marriage
On the other hand, the Head of the House could not numberfamfilg his
daughterodés chil dren; | egiptaitnmaitaeaspc
their father, while an illegitimate child was from the moment of birth inskifror
herself an independefamilia.

26. Therightofg at er tb awmership it)tsis propertg(o mi ni ¢ g
was complete and absolute. This ownership included slaves as well as ina
things, for slaves, as well as inanimate thinwgsre mere chattels in the eyes of
law. The influence of custom and public opinion, so far as these tended to n
the horrors of their condition, will be discussed later188 158 162-163). It will
be sufficient to say here that, until imperial times, there was nothing to whic
slave could appeal from the judgment of his master. That judgmeriinaband
absolute.

27. The Splitting Up of a HouseEmancipation was not very common, anc
usually happened that the household was dissolved only by the death of its
When this occurred, as many new households were formed as there were |

directly subjected to his o t eastheln®ment of his death: wife, sons, unmai
daughters, widowed daughterslaw, and children of a deceased son. The chi
of a surviving son, it must be noticed, merely passed from the eoftheld s
grandfather to that of their fathéA son under age or an unmarried daughter
put under the care of a guardiani( }, selected from the sargeU yvery often ar
older brother, if there was one. The following diagtamill make this clearer:
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1 Gaius (pater familias) =2Gaia t (mater familias)

| [ | | |
3Aulus =4Tullia SAppius f =6Licinia  7Publius  3Terentia
9Marcus ='Terentia Minor

UTitus  '2Tiberius 3Quintus  !4Sextus ; _
15Servius  '6Decimus

28. It is assumed that Gaius was a widower who had had five children, thre
and two daughters. Of the sons, Aulus and Appius had married and each h
children; Appius then died. Of the daughters, TerentiaoMinad married Marcu
and become the mother of two children. When Gaius died, Publius and Te

were unmarried. Gaius had emancipated none of his children. The following
should be noticed:

(1) The living descendants of Gaius were ten (8,20, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15,1
his son Appius was dead.

(2) Subjectto hip o t ewere bire (3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 11, 12, 13, 14).
(3) His daughter Terentia Minor (10) had passed out g fist eby het) <
marriage with Marcus (9), and her kclien (15, 16) alone out of all the

descendants of Gaius had not been subject to him.

(4) At his death were formed six independimhiliae, one consisting of four
persons (3, 4, 11, 12), the others of one person each (6, 7, 8, 13, 14).

(5) Titus and Tiberius (11, 12) merely passed out optlet eo§theld s
grandfather, Gaius, to come under that of their father, Aulus.

(6) If Quintus (13) and Sextus (14) were minors, guardians were appoint
them, as stated abov@ 27).

29. Extinction of theP o t e ShefJast r i a was@ttirgsishdd $n variou
ways:

(1) By the deathofthp at e r ,fasshasibéen éxglained§r27.
(2) By the emancipation of a son or a daughter.
(3) By the loss of citizenship of a son or a daughter.

(4) If the son becamefal Ume n orfhe dhughterai r g @ . v e
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(5) If either father or child was adopted by a thpedty.

(6) If the daughter passed by formal marriage into the paweangnunm of a
husband, though this did not essentially change her dependent conditic
(882339).

(7) If the son became a public magistrate. In this casp the ewas U :
suspended during the period of office, but, after it expired, the father might
the son accountable for his acts, public or private, while he held the magist

30.A g n .Utthas been remarke8 25 that the children of a daughter could |
be included in théamilia of her father, and§(18 that membership in the large
organization knan as theg U was limited to those who could trace their dest
through males to a common ancestor, in wipset ettsey vibald be were he
alive. All persons related to one another by such descent wereaajled U t
i a g n aAtgensliviad th@ closest tie of relanship known to the Romans. In t
list of a g n wetredncluded two classes of persons who would seem by tl
definition to be excluded. These were (1) the wife, who passethhysnto the
family of her husband (823, 25), becoming by law his agnate and the agnat
all his agnates, and (2) the adopted son. On the other hand a son who ha
emancipated§ 25 was excluded frorm g n Wi it @& hi s f at he
agnates, and could have no agnates of his own until he married or was adoj
anotherfamilia. The following diagram will make this clear:

1 Gaius (pater familias) =2Gaia (mater familias)

[ l |
SAppius =6Licinia 7Publius  STerentia
[Emancipated) [Emancipated] 9Marcus =!%Terentia Minor

3Aulus =4Tullia

UTitus 12Tiberius

130u; 14 . ;
Quintus Sextus 158ervius  '6Decimus

|
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
!
l [Emancipated]
i

[Servius adopted by Gaius]

31 It is supposed that Gaius and Gaia have five childrerugAéppius,
Publius, Terentia, and Terentia Minor), and six grandsons (Titus and Tiberit
sons of Aulus, Quintus and Sextus, the sons of Appius, and Servius and De
the sons of Terentia Minor). Gaius has emancipated two of his sons, Appit

Publius, and has adopted his grandson Servius, who had previously be

emancipated by his father, Marcus. There are four setggoh: Ut 0

(1) Gaius, his wife, and those whgsex t e r  lieasnfulusj TUIka, the wif
of Aulus, Terentia, Titus, Tiberius, and Servius, a son by adoption (1, 2, 3, 4
12, 15).
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(2) Appius, his wife, and their two sons (5, 6, 18).1
(3) Publius, who is himselfpa t e r ,bu s dai gthstl &1l

(4) Marcus, his wife, Terentia Minor, and their child Decimus (9, 10, 1¢

Notice that the other child, Servius (15), having been emancipated by MarcL

longeragnate to his father, mother, or brother, but has become one of the |
of a g n roent@ned above, under (1).

FIG. 11
MAN AND WIFE
From a grave relief, now in the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York.

32 . CoCoprglhusiths other hand,ave what we call blood relations, r
matter whether they traced their relationship through males or through fema
regardless of what o t ehad bEes over them. The only barrier in the eyes ¢
law was loss of citizenshig 29, and even this was not always regarded. Tht
the table last given, Gaius, Aulus, Appius, Publius, Terentia, Terentia Minor,
Tiberius, Quintus, Sextus, Servius, and Decimus are all cogngltesne anothel

So, too, is Gaia with all her descendants mentioned. So also are Tullia, Titt
Tiberius; Licinia, Quintus, and Sextus; Marcus, Servius, and Decimus. B
husband and wife (Gaius and Gaia, Aulus and Tullia, Appius and Licinia, M
and Terentia Minor) are not cognates by virtue of their marriage, though tha
them agnates. Public opinion strongly discountenanced the marriage of co
within the sixth (later the fourth) degree, and persons within this degree wel
tohavehei T s @stuh & right to kiss.o Tt
from one of the interested parties through the common kinsman to the othe

matter may be under st ®iotidnary of o m

Antiquitiesinderc o g nodfto@ the ae given hereRig. 12 Cognates did not
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form an organic body in the State as the agnates formed thés§ 18-19), but
the twentysecond of February was set aside to commemorate the tie of bl
(c Ur a c.®gthisday p@sents were exchanged and family reunions \
probably held. It must be understood, however, ¢thatg n dhteindegal rights
or clams under the Republic.

. 6 Abavus 4 Abasia 6
truus = Abavuneculus
Abamita 5 Proavus 3 Proavia 5  Abmdlertera
Pgﬁmmu;“ Proavunculus
il ] A Smlintee
6 Avus 2 Asia i ]
Fllius Patruus Mmu Avunculus Magous Filiua
Fiia  Amila Magna Matertera Magna  Fidia
O ity . I——’\_ﬂ
5 3 Pater 1 Mdter 3 5
Fllius  Patruus Avunculus Filius
Filia Amita Matertera Fiha
(Propior Stbit- (Propior Sobrt-
nd v, Sébnnd) nd v, Sebrind)
4 2 0 g 4 6
Nepés Filius Friter EGO Soror I-‘ﬂim Nepds
Nept Filia ipse v, ipsa Neplis
(Sobﬂnuu (Consdbrinus (Cdnabbrlnun (Sbbr‘lnun
¥ Cénsdbrina) Consobrinag)
Sébnna) Sébrim)
—_— e — ——————— D | ——
L5 3 Filius 1 Filius 3 5
Nepdsv. Filiusv, Filia Filia Fllius v. Nepds v,
eplis Filia Filia Neptis
—— | p— e, e ——— —_————— — T —
6 4 Nepoa 2 Nepds Be 6
Pronepds Nepds v. Neptis Neptia Nepis v. Pronepls
Proneplis  Neplis eplis  Proneplis
/—-"\‘-—\ L ———— —A—
Pronepds 3 Proneptis 5
Pronepbc Pronepda
Proneptia Proneptiy
- -~ ——— N Fr———
Abpepds 4 Abneptis 6
Aboepds P S — Abnepoe
Abneptis Atnepds 5 Atneptis Abneptia

e e
Trineplis € Trineptis

Fig. 12
TABLE OF RELATIONSHIPS

33Adf gnPersons connected by marri
cognates and he with hers, were cadled f oThetesvere no formal degrees
ofa d f Q, asithterd were af o g n. Dhoseddd f gonviliem distinctive name:
were in common use wegener sorin-law; nurus daughtetin-law; socer father
in-law; socrus motherin-law;p r Q v ,ipg M v, Stepsord, steplaughtenitricus,
stepfather;noverca stepmother. If we compa these names with the awkwal
compounds that do duty for them in English, we shall have additional proof
stress laid by the Romans on family ties; two women who married brothers
calledi Un i taretatiotiskip for which we do not have eeecompound. The
names of blood relations tell the same story; a glance at the table of cogitat
12) will show how strong the Latin is here, how weak the English. We ha
fiuhe, 0 Aaunt, 0 and fAcous
betweeravunculusancpatruus mU t e rarid@mitaap a t r andkl @ nss @ e
can distinguish only by descriptive phrases. &arvusandtritavuswe have

merely the indefinite Aforefather:
the headship of the father. We speak ofithmo t-chceurnt r y 0 -an
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tongue, 0 but to pahtrfaandsRenrmaQﬁ . Asdtitepatensteod
tothef 0 |sostewdtheat r @iecd i (8875 177-180), thep a t itoi
thep | U,4hBp &t (sefthtors) to the rest of the citizens, ampiter (Jove the
Father) to the other gods.

34. The Family Cult It has been sai®& (30 thata g n Uvasithd closest tie
known to the Romans. The importance they attached to the agnatic group is
explained by their ideas of the future life. They believed that the sbalen had

an existence apart from the body, but they did not originally think that the <
were in a separate spiritland. They conceived of the souls as hovering arot
place of burial and requiring for its peace and happiness that offeringicdricl
drink be made to it regularly. Should the offerings be discontinued, the soul
thought, would cease to be happy, and might even become a spirit of evil tc
harm upon those who had neglected the proper rites. The maintenance of tt
and ceremonies devolved naturally upon the descendants from generatic
generation, whom the spirits in turn would guide and guard. Contact with Eti
and Greek art and myth later brought in such ideas of a place of torment or |

happiness as Vgil gathers up in Book VI of thaeneid

35. The Roman was bound, therefore, to perform these acts of affection ar
so long as he himself lived, and was bound no less to provide for their perfo
after his death by perpetuating his race tredfamily cult. A curse was believed

rest upon the childless man. Marriage was, therefore, a solemn religious
entered into only with the approval of the gods, ascertained by the auspic
taking a wife to himself the Roman made her a partakbis family mysteries, ¢
service that brooked no divided allegiance. He therefore separated her en
from her fatherdés family, and was
reserve to the husband with whom she was to minister at anotrer alt
(8823,25,62). Thep at er \aa tme pridstWfsthe household; those subje
hisp o t eassistddsin the prayers and offerings,gsh@ c r a f.a mi

36. But it might be that a marriage was fruitless, or that the Head of the H
saw his sons die before him. In this casé & to face the prospect of the

extinction of his family, and his own descent to the grave with no posterity tc

him blessed. One of two alternatives was open to him to avert such a calan
might give himself in adoption and pass into anotherlfamiwhich the

perpetuation of the family cult seemed certain, or he might adopt a son an:

perpetuate his own family. He usually followed the latter course, because it
peace for the souls of his ancestors no less than for his own.

37. Adoption. The person adopted was sometimpsat e r  Hinaseffj nhore
usually hewas & 9 | i u s. Intha caselofithe ktter the process was

calleda d o mndiwés a somewhat complicated proceeding by which the n:

parent conveyed his son to theéopter, the effect being to transfer the adopt
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person from one family to the other. The adoption pfaat e r \Wwas arnukch
more serious matter, for it involved the extinction of one fanglgg) in order to
prevent the extinction of another. This was cadled r o gnd twas@n affair of
the state. It had to be sanctioned byghe n t jtHe high&ss officers of religior
who had probably to make sure thatéhd r o dhatibrotrers enough to attend
the interests of ancestors who cult he was renouncing. fif ther t igdve tieeld)
consent, tha d r o dad still ¥ be sanctioned by theo mi t i aas thé acl
might deprive the U ofsts succession to the propedfthe childless marg(19.
If the comitiagave consent, thee d r o gsdhk from the position of Head of &
House to thatof & 0 | i u sin theshouiséhadldWwfshis adoptive fathiéhe had ¢
wife and children, they passed with him into the new family, and so did all
property. Over him the adoptive father aa t eas ovér & son of his own, ar
looked upon him as flesh of his flesh and bone of his bone. We can have ¢
only a feeble and inadequate notion of what adoption meant to the Roma

The sign = means fimarriedo; the

MAN AND WIFE
From a grave relief, now in the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York.

32. CoCon U bmpthe other hand, were what we call blood relations, no
matter whether they traced their relationship through males or through females, and
regardless of what o t ehad bEes over them. The only barrier in the eyes of the law
was loss of citizengp (8 29, and even this was not always regarded. Thus, in the
table last given, Gaius, Aulus, Appius, Publius, Terentia, Terentia Minor, Titus,
Tiberius, Quintus, Sextus, Serviusddbecimus are all cognates with one another. So,
too, is Gaia with all her descendants mentioned. So also are Tullia, Titus, and Tiberius;
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Licinia, Quintus, and Sextus; Marcus, Servius, and Decimus. But husband and wife
(Gaius and Gaia, Aulus and Tulliappius and Licinia, Marcus and Terentia Minor)

are not cognates by virtue of their marriage, though that made them agnates. Public

opinion strongly discountenanced the marriage of cognates within the sixth (later the

fourth) degree, and persons within thegree were said to have thd s
Ss. O

right

t o

K i

Dsittuh &

was cal cul

The degree

through the common kinsman to the other. The matter may be understood from this

tabl e

i DictioBamyioft Ahtifjstiesnderc o g nodftof the ae given here

(Fig. 12 Cognates did not form an organic body in the State as the agnates formed
theg U (88 1819), but the twentysecond of February was set aside to commemorate
the tie of blood¢ Ur a
reunions were probably held. It must be understood, however, thaj n daveind
legal rights or clans under the Republic.

c. @qg thisddayi p&sents were exchanged and family

1] Abavus 4 Abana 6
Abpatruus — Abav 1
Abamita 5 Proavus 3 Proavia 5  Abdmdlertera

ng::n‘;u Proavunculus
e g ot
Avus 2 Asvia 4 6
mlun Patruus Mm\u Avunculus Magous Filiua
Filia  Amita Magna Matertera Magna  Filia
i — e,
5 3 Pater 1 Mdter 5
liy P‘:tr:l‘:l ,;{vunculul ﬂ‘llius
r m dlertera F
(Propior Stbrt- (Propiormsobn-
v. a) Sullnud)
[ 3 2 0 g 4
!-;l;un Friter . EGO Soror l;l:‘iu. :Tcpdc
ilia .
(sobrxnus (Consdbrinus LR (Cbnaobmdnus (S‘bt;fi,x:u
¥ Cénsdbrina) Consibrina)
Sébmw) 5 'M)
— e ———
5 3 Filius 1 Filivs 3 5
Nepdsv. Filiusv, Filia Filia Flliusv. Nepls v,
eplis Filia Filia Neptis
.—4——\ ——n, —_—,— —
4 thés 2 Nepds A 6
Pmmp&p Nepds v. Neptis Neptia Nepds v. Pronepds
Proneplis  Neptis Neptis  Proneptis
Pl vy SIS e . eI
Proneyo.l 3 Proneptiz 5
Pronepds Pronepds
Proneptia Proneptis
-~ - Iy T—— i
Abnepds 4 Abneptis 6
Aboepd Abpepd
Abneptis Atnepdas 5 Atneptis Abneptia
e A
Trinepds & Trineptis
Fig. 12
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Chapter 2: ROMAN NAMES

REFERENCES: Marquardt;Z7; PaulyWissowa, undec o g n @Smith Darember a g | i o, H
Walters, unden @ me&andysCompanion174175. See, also, Egbert,-823; CagnatCour s d o6 E
Latine 37-87; Sandysl.atin Epigraphy 207-221; Showerman, 992.

The Threefold Name(838-40) Confusion of Nameg856-57)
ThePr a e n G4id5) Names of Women(§58)

The N @ m €846-47) Names of Slave$859)

The C 0o g n 9(8%8-50) Names of Freedmer(§60)
Additional Names (851-55) Naturalized Citizens (861)

38. The Threefold Name Nothing is more familiar to the student of Latin than the fact
that the Romans whose works he reads first have each a threef@ddaaus Julius
CaesarMarcus Tullius CicerpPublius Vergilius Maro. This was the system that
prevailed in the bestays of the Republic, but it was itself a development, starting in
earlier times with a more simple form, and ending, under the Empire, in utter confusion.
The earliest legends of Rome show us single names, Romulus, Remus, Faustulus; but sids
by side with hese we find also double names, Numa Pompilius, Ancus Matrtius, Tullus
Hostilius. It is possible that single names were the original fashion, but in early
inscriptions we find two names, the second of which, in the genitive case, represented the
father or he Head of the HousUr c us,CMErcad ¢ i. A litthd mteresuch &
genitive was followed by the lettéffor f 0 lonf wHornuxor, to denote the relationship.
Later still, but very anciently nevertheless, we find the-br@en man in possessi of the
three names with which we are familiar, th& m® mark his cland Un s
thec o g n @omerk his family, and ther a e nt@meekrhim as an individual. The
regular order of the three namepis a e n@@mE® gn Fm~ ~ __
although in poetry therder is often changed to adapt the name a £+
whole to the meter.

39. Great formality required even more than the three names.
official documents and in the state records it was usual to insert
bet weenn @mandcnodgsn feperna e n Gfis fatlzer, @
grandfather, and gregrandfather, and sometimes even the namef
the tribe in which he was registered as a citizen. So Cicero migr {=
have written his name &4. Tullius M. f. M. n. M. pr. Cor. Cicefo <=
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that is, Marcus Tullius Cicero, soh @ ) of Mascus, grandsom(e p &f 8arcus, great
grandsongg r o n)eoppMargus, of the tribe Cornelia.

40. On the other hand, even the threefold name was too long for ordinary use. Children,
slaves, and intimate friends addressed the father, masted, faled citizen by
hisp r a e nddly ©mlinary acquaintances used the g n @witle n
thep r a e naiiedfor emphatic address. In earnest appeals we fird @hen also
used, with sometimes theer a e n & thepossessiva @refixed. When two only ahe
three names are thus used in familiar intercourse, the order varieg. If thee nigone n
of the two, it always stands first, except in the poets, for metrical reasons, and in a few
places in prose where the text is uncertain. ligthre a e n i®@ométed, the arrangement
varies; the older writers regularly put theo g n @insteQicero usually follows this .
practice:cfAh Ul a S(MlitloB,8)jlcontrasC. Ser v §(Cat.u §3).Lhebar a
puts then @ mfirst; Horace, Livy, and Tacitus haweth arrangements, while Pliny the
Younger adheres to Caesaro6s wusage.

41. TheP r a e n.@heexmmber of names in actual us@as a e n $@emis o ais
preposterously small as compared with our Christian names, to which they in some
measure correspond.| was never much in excess of t
dwindled to eighteen. The following are all that are often found in the authors read in
school and in
college:Aulus(A),Decimus(D), G U u(@)a GnaeudCN), Ka e® AL T c {(LuyMUn i u
sMO, MU r dM) L T b I(R), @8 0 n(@),Bervius(SER, SextugSEX,Spurius(S), Tib
erius(TI1), andTitus(T). The abbreviations of these names varyAaoluswe find
regularlyA, but alscAV andAVL; for Sextusve find SEXTandSas well asSEX Similar
variations are found in the case of other a e n @mi n a

42. But small as this list seems to us, the natuwatervatism of the Romans found in it
a chance to display itself, and the great families repeated tha e n @fmeimchildren
from generation to generation in such a way as to make the identification of individuals
often very difficult in modern times'hus the Aemilii contented themselves with seven of
thesp r a e n BripGemeusL T c,iMWs | Milsr ¢Quusd nandriberius but
used in addition one that is not found in any
otherg_ UM& me r(MAM3. The Claudii used only
six, GU p DesimusL TiusP T b | Serwigs andTiberius A still
smaller number sufficed for the JulignU G0 puk c,i us |f
andSextuswith thep r a e n, @apiscuswhich went out of use R
in very early times. And even these selections were subject tc|| =
further limitations. Thusoftheg Un s Conhaanelbiraach ||
(stirpg), known asth€ | a u d i 0§, uddcetmgrnalesn @ mi
DecimusandTiberius and out of the sevamr a e n @eadiinn a
theg Un s Cthe bratich of ScipiosXor n Ul i Q) usBc
onlyGnaeusL 1 c,iandB 1 b lBvensfterpr a e nf@de r
found a place in a given family, it might be deliberately discardea:.
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the senate decreed that no Antonius should have the e n @ me afterNhé dogvnfad]
of the famous triumvir, Marcus Antonius.

43. From the list opraen @ miusual in his family the father gave one to his son on the
ninth day after his birth, theé i Us |. it vga$ a cusmmutteen, one that seems natural
enough in our own times, for the father to give his@un a e n ted msefirstborn son;

Ci c ermamed89 showsth® r a e n @ me four Nés repeated. When

thes@ r a e n @erea firstagiven, they must have been chosen with due regard to their
etymological meaningg(44) and have had some relation to the circumstances attending
the birth of the child.

44.SoL 1 cmeant originaMUgiib®momn imy tdhay, o
mo r n iQuga 3extusDecimis, Postumusetc., indicated the succession in the
family; Serviuswas connected, perhaps, witre r \GWneitlsg a u d Othees are
associated with the name of some divinityMas r cand® U me rwathuMars,
andTiberiuswith the river god Tiberis. Buhese meanings in the course of time were
forgotten as completely as we have forgotten the meanings of our Christian names, and
even the numeralswerepmh oyed with no reference to t
brotherwas calleQu g nt us

45, The abbreviation of thp r a e nwhmm@ona matter of mere caprice, as is the
writing of initials with us, but was an established custom, indicating, perhaps, Roman
citizenship. The r a e nwasweritten out in full only when it was used by itself or
when itbelonged to a person in one of the lower classes of society. When
Romanp r a e n @enéamiex over into English, they should always be written out in full
and pronounced accordingly. In the same way, when we read a Latin author and find
ap r a e nabineiated, the full name should always be pronounced if we read aloud or
translate.

46. TheN @ meTinen @ me¢he allimportant name, is called for greater precision
then me n andthen Pme n g e Whe chlldiinbdritadnt, as one inherits 6ne
surname now, and there was, therefore, no choice or selection aboutrit@heended
originally in -ius, and this ending was sacredly preserved by the patrician families; the
endings-eius -aius, -aeus and-etisare merely variations from it. Othendings point to a
nortLatin origin of theg U .MNames inU ¢ @Asv i d ) atkdGallg; thoseima(Ca e 9 9 n a
are Etruscan; those #d n orsi UnSias! v i )duie Umbtias or Picene.

47. Then @ mleetonged by custom to all connected with gh® rtosthe plebeian as
well as the patrician branches, to men, women, clients, and freedmen, without distinction.
It was perhaps the natural desire to separate themselves from the more humble bearers of
theirn @ mtnat led patrician families to use a limitedmber ofp r a e n @woidinga
those used by their clansmen of inferior social standing. At any rate, it is noticeable that
the plebeian families, as soon as political nobility and the busts in their hall® {830
gave them a standing above their fellows, showed the same exclusiveness in the selection


http://www.forumromanum.org/life/johnston_2.html#39
http://www.forumromanum.org/life/johnston_2.html#44
http://www.forumromanum.org/life/johnston_4.html#107
http://www.forumromanum.org/life/johnston_6.html#200

of names for their children that the patricians hagldised before theng(42.

48. TheC o g n @ Besides the individual name and the name that marked bis s
the Roman had often a third name, calledcthe g n @thaeserved to indicate the family
or branch of thg U tosvhich he belongedg 1819). Almost all the greag e n wetks
thus divided, some of them into numerous branches. The Corgeliarfas example,
included the plebeian Dolabellae, Lentuli, Cethegi, and Cinnae, in addition to the patrician
ScipionesMaluginenses, Rufini, etc.

49. From the fact that in the official nam@§(3839) thec o g n Wiowed the name
of the tribe, it is generally believed that the oldest of tbegmin@did not go back
beyond the time of the division of the people into tribes. It is also generally believed that
thec o g n @vaseoriginally a nickname, bestowed on account of some personal
peculiarity or characteristic, sometimes as a compliment, soie®in derision. So we
find many pointing at physical traits, such
asAlbusBar b,Ct wms i Claudds Loagus(all originally adjectives),
andNUssiCap{ h&@uns: fAthe man with a nose, 0 f
asBenignusBlandus Catg S e r USiauvs Urefer ® the temperament; still others, such
asGallus Ligus S a b ¢ Siculss Tuscusdenote origin. Theseo g n & inmustde
remembered, descended from father to son; they would naturally lose their
appropriateness as they pasakmhg, until in the course of time their meanings were
entirely lost sight of, as were those of the a e n @&md).n a

50. Under the Republic the patricians had almost withgoegtion this third or family
name; we are told of but one man, Caius Marcius, who lacked it. With the plebeians
thec 0o g n @vasenat so common; perhaps its possession was the exception. The great
families of the Marii, Mummii, and Sertorii had none, aiigb the plebeian branches of
the Corneliarg U (848, the Tulliang U resd others, did. The 0 g n @amen
therefore, to be prized as an indication of ancient lineage, and inaisithose nobility
was new were anxious to acquire one to transmit to their children. Hence many
assumed o g n Qahther awn selection. Some of these were conceded to them by
public opinion as their due, as in the case of Cnaeus Pompeius, whdagoks as
hisc 0 g n @thene o g n Pweie gigen in derision, as we deride the maerder
coat of arms of some upstart in our own times. It is probable, however, that only patricians
ventured to assurmeo g n @undentlze Republic, though under the Emghiirt
possession was hardly more than the badge of freedom.

51. Additional Names Besides the three names already described, we find not
infrequently, even in Republican times, a fourth or a fifth. These also were
calledc 0 g n Gy a loose extensionf the word, until in the fourth century of our era
the namea g n @ wasrgiaen them by the grammarians. They may be conveniently
considered under four heads.

52. In the first place, the process that dividedgh& mt® branches might be continued
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even further. That is, as the U bezame extensive enough to throw ostigps (§ 19, so
thestirpsin process of time might throw off a branch of itself, for which there is nerbett
name than the vagdamilia. This actually happened very frequently: th&yns CornUl
for example, threw off thetirpsof theS ¢ ¢ p i Gaweé this in turn tr
theN U s ¢ Soave find the fourfold nanfeT bl i us Cor n €dinwhishtf®c o p i
last name was probably given very much in the same way as the third had been given
before the division took place.

53. In the second place, when a man passed from one family to another by adoption (
37), he regularly took the three names of his adoptive father and added ms@wme n
g e n madifiegl by the suffixU n LT&us, Lucius Aemilius Paulus, the son of Lucius
Aemilius Paulus Macedonicusge8 54for Macedonicuy was adopted by Publius
Cornelius Sipio, and took as his new narRel b | i u s
CornUl i us Sc the @meAvaynwhen Cdi
Octavius Caepias (Fig. 18) was adopted by Caius Juliu
Caesar,hebecan®@Upus | 1T1ius (Eig.es
19), and hence is variou:
AOctavianuso in the hist:

'S
Oct a

54. In the third place, an additional name, sometimes
calledc 0 g n @me n , veas oftenigiven bytaelamati
to a great statesman or victorious general, and was pu
hisc o g n @Anveslitknown example is in theame of ||
Publius Cornelius Scipio Africanus; the titief r i ovas!
given him after his defeat of Hannibal. In the same way
grandson by adoption, the Publius Cornelius Scipio
Aemilianus mentioned abové 63, received the same honorable title after he had
destroyed Carthage, andwascafet b1 i us Cor nUl i us ScOphpri & A
examples ar&acedonicusgiven toLucius Aemilius Paulugor his defeat of Perseus, and
the title Augustusgiven by the senate to Octavianus. It is not certainly known whether or
not these names passed by inheritance to the descendants of those who originally earned
them, but it is probable that the el dest
title of honor.

55. In the fourth place, the fact that a man had inherited a nickname from his ancestors
in the form of ¢ 0 g n @846 did not prevent his receiving another from some
personal characteristic, especially as the inherited name had often no application, as we
have seen§(49, to its later possessor. To some ancient Publius Cornelius was given the
nicknameS ¢ § (8 499in the course of time thititle was taken by all his descendants,
without thought of its appropriateness, and it becamevag n @hennto one of these
descendants another nicknamNelJ s ,gvasagiven for personal reasons, which in course of
time lost its individuality and becasthe name of a whole familg £0); then, in
precisely the same way a member of this family became prominent enough to need a
separate name and was calledculum his fullname beigP 1 bl i us Cor nUl i u
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NUs 9 c a Omusrecident thahthere is no reason why the expansion should not have
continued indefinitely. It is also evident that we cannot always distinguish between a mere
nickname, one applied merely to an individual antipassing to his descendants, and the
additionalc o g n @hatenarked the family off from the rest of thtirps (8 19 to which

it belonged.

56. Confusion of NamesA system s elaborate as that described was almost sure to be
misunderstood or misgped, and in the later days of the Republic and under tharEm
we find all law and order in names disregarded.f@&an was caused by the misuse of
thep r a e n. ameimes o are found inone name,eB.] b1 i us Azl i us A
Ar ¢ h el Uu $he friliarG U simust have beenra @ mia wery ancient times.
Like irregularities occur in the use of the@ m&@wo in a name were not uncommon, one
being derived, perhaps, frommet family of the mother; occasionally three or four are used,
and fourteen are found in the name of one of the consuls of the year 169 A.D. By another
change, a word might go out of use gs & a e n @dneppear asrm@me nCi cer 00 s
enemy. i ci us Smlrﬂ;adeimrshlsn%me n g e n twhithdadSree bgpenu s
apr ae n(@4aleThec o g n @vasesimilarly abused. It ceased to denote the whole
family and came to distinguish membef the same family, as tipgaen @ m iongimally
had done: thus the three sons of Marcus Annaeus Seneca, for example, were called,
respectivelyMUr cus Annalelusi WNo vAIi gandluisc iStesn eAran a e |
Mela. Again, a name might be arranged eiéintly at different times: in the consular lists
we find the same mancallédl ci us Lucr Ut i uandLTrciicuisp iLtudcnrulk
FI Ovus Tricipitonus

57. There is even greater variation in the names of persons who had passed from one
family into another by adoption. Some took the additional n&8&E£55) from
thec o g n @nstead of from th@ @ meéome used more than amed m dinally, it
may be noticed that late in thenpire we find a man struggling under the load of forty
names.

58. Names of WomenNo very satisfactory account of the names of women can be
given, because it is impossible to discover any system in the choice and arrangement of
those that have contwwn to us. It may be said that the tlioée name for women was
unknown in the best days of the Repulgic; a e n @nwomea were rare and when
used were not abbreviated. More common were the adjedliaeisnaandMinor, and the
numeralsSecundandTertia, but these, unlike the corresponding names of rae)(
seem always to have denoted the place of the bearer among a group of sisters. It was mor

usual for the unmarried w@mails femimne fwre, c al |
with the addi ¢t o g n gk gehteecase, followes tatérdby the

letterf (f Q)Iltoimark the relationship. Anexampledsa e c i | i.a CMeetsealrl6gs d
wascalled T ] i @i dulia.o 6Ssomet i mes a wo m&maftesherd he
fatherds. The mardiiedt ovotmam , hmausS1HdY P afsts:

the ancient patrician ceremony, originally took mi§€J m gust as an adopted son took the
name of the family into which he passed, baamnot be shown that the rule was
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universally or even usually observed. Under the later forms of marriage the wife retained
her maiden name. In the time of the Empire we find the threefold name for women in
general use, with the same riotous confusioselection and arrangement as prevailed in
the case of the names of men at the same time.

59. Names of SlavesSlaves had no more right to names of their own than they had to
other property, but took such as their masters were pleased to give thesweardese
did not descend to their children. In the simpler life of early times the slave was
calledpuer, j ust as the word Aboyd was once us
Until late in the Republic the slave was known only by this name, miefutopor and
affixed to the @e mieni¥be odvMlohc @ ,prudeMae cds o
sl aepor(Aul 0) pufeAul usdés sl ave. o0 When sl ave
form no longer sufficed to distinguish them, and they received individual names. These
were usually foreign names, and oftlenoted the nationality of the slave; sometimes, in
mockery perhaps, they were the hgunding appellations of eastern potentates, such as
Afer, Eleutheros, Pharnaces. By this time, too, the werdushad supplantgalier. We
find, therefore, that towartthe end of the Republic the full name of a slave consisted of
his individual name followed by the @mantp r a e n (ﬂhm_cﬁder Is important) of his
master and by the woskrvusP har nac Us E g n OWhenda sl&ve assedd s er
from one master to another, he took th& mef the new master and added to it
thec 0 g n @htlee vld modified by the sfik -U n iméien Anna, the slave of Meenas,
became the property of Livia, shewascaledna LQvi ae serva Maec

60. Names of FreedmenThe freedman regularly kept the individual name which he
had had as a slave, ande®ed then @ mef his master with anp r a e n t@entedtar
assigned him, the individual name coming last as a sortofy n dinhappened
natural ly tpraant@ neheeftemgvent espedadly to a favorite slave. The
freedman of a woman took the name of hetdgte.gMUr cus LOvVvi us Augu
Ismarus the letted stood forl § b eand wasinserted in all formal documents. Of
course the master might disregard the regular form and give the freedman any name he
pleased. Thus, when Cicero manmitied his slave Tiro and Dionysius, he called the
former, in strict accord with custo{Ur ¢ us T ublutltoi the &tteiTh@ gaZe his
ownp r a e nandtben @ mef his friend Titus Pomponius Atticus, the new name
beingMUr cus P o mp @nThaisdiviflual oemey (Phaunaces, Dionysius, etc.)
were dropped by the descendants of fneexl, who were, with good reason, anxious to
hide all traces of their mean descent.

61. Naturalized Citizens When a foreigner received the right of citizenship, he took a
new name, which was aanged on much the same principles as have bgeaiesd in the
cases of freedmen. His original name was retained as a sod @f n Jamd:before it
were written thp r a e n t@atseited his fancy and the@ mef the person, always a
Roman citizen, to whom he owed hiso#inship. The most familiar example is that of the
Greek poet Archias, whom Cicero, in the welown oraton, déended; his name
wasAul us Li c i Heihad$ongheen ditackes to the family of the Luculli, and,



when he was made a citizen, he took as ismthat of his diinguished patron Lucius
Licinius Lucullus; we do not know why he selectedphe a e p/ﬁ?hhrnse Another

example is that of the Gaul mentioned by CaeBaB (1, 47),GUpus Vabllerruisus
He took his name from Caius Valerius Flaccus, the governor of Gtnd aime that he
received his citizenship. To this custom of taking the names of governors and generals is
due the frequent occurrence of the name
ACorneliuso in Sicily.

! C originally had the value of G andans it in the abbreviatior@ andCn. for GaiusandGnaeus
See Cagnat, 39, and Egbert, 25, 85. When they are Anglicized) theses n @renoft@nanritten
with the C.
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Chapter 3: MARRIAGE AND THE POSITION OF WOMEN

REFERENCES: Marquardt, 280; BeckerGall, II, 5-60; Friedlander, I, 22267; Smith, undenUt r i m
Baumeister, 696 9 8 ; Har pced ndimbm O n d epPauliWissowa, undec o Ump t i @

c @nf a rcrdenlithiWaltens, undemarriage DarembergSaglio,

undermUt r i m@anisg yn a e; Sdihdystompanion 175179, 184190; McDaniel, 4159;
Showerman, 11223, See, also, FowleBocial Life 135167; AbbottSociety and Politics41-99.

Early Forms of Marriage (§62-64) The Wedding Day(875)

| T s C®@696DH)i 0 The Wedding Garments(§76-78)
| Tstae (8686p)t i ae The Ceremany (§79-84)
Betrothals (§870-71) The Wedding Feast(885)

The Dowry (872) The Bridal Procession(886-89)
Essential Forms(§873-74) The Position of Women(§90-93)

62. Early Forms of Marriage. Polygamy was never sanctioned at Rome, and we are
told that for five centuries after the founding of the city divawes entirely unknown. Up
to the time of the Servian constitution (traditional date, sixth century B.C.) patricians were
the only citizens and intermarried only with patricians and with members of surrounding
communities having like social standing. Theydiorm of marriage known to them was
called c@nfarreUti @. Withmonthiedewaddthe nt of
solemn rites, in the presence of the accredited representativeg_di) hike patrician i
took his wife fr oomisdwag39ftabe bndUrt e fftealvedir I \i Uis
him children who should conserve the family mysteries, perpetuate his ancient race, and
extend the power of Rome. By this, the orgaldorm of marriage of the time, the wife
passed n ma n,amd the husb@nd acquired over her practically the same rights as he
would have over his own childreBY 2324) and otler dependent members of his family.
Such a marriage was saidtobee m conventi @ne (820ri s i n me

63. During this period, too, the free naitizens, the plebeiar(88 17#178), had been
busy in marrying and giving in marriage. There is little doubt that their unions had been as
sacred in their eyes, their family ties as strictly regarded supdi@ as those of the
patricians, but these unions were unhallowed by the national gods and unrecognized by
the civil law, simply because the plebeians were not yet citizens. Their form of marriage,
called s ,caensisted essentially in the living together continuously of the man and
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woman as husband and wife, though there were probably conventional forms and
observances, about which we know absolutely nothing. The plebeian husband might
acquire the same igs over the person and property of his wife as the patrician, but the
form of marriage did not in itself involv@anus The wife might remain a member of her
fatherds family and r et a82B bysnerehhabsentimgp er t vy
herself from her husband for the space tfrenctium, that is, three nights in

successioreach year If she did thisthe marriagewas i ne conventanddne |
the husband had no control over her property; if she did not, the marriage, like that of the
patricians,was um conventi @ne in manum

64. Another Roman form of marriage goes at least as far back aséhef Servius.
This was also plebeian, though not so ancieit asutsvas calledc @ e mant wa@ a
fictitious sale, by whichthp a t e r  df thenwoindn,(bsher T tifshie was subject
to one § 27), transferred her to the mamU t r i m@ nTihid form eusshlve been a
survival of the old custom of purchase and sale of wives, but we do not know when it was
introduced among the Romans. It carmednuswith it as a matteof course, and seems
to have been regarded socially as better formthanul'kse two existed for centuries side
by side, but @ e mgautvivedi s assaaformofmarriageum conventi @ne |

65.1 T s C @rhdudhithé Servian constitution matie plebeians citizens and
thereby legalized their forms of marriage, it did not give them the right of intermarriage
with the patricians. Many of the plebeian families were hardly less ancient than the
patricians, many were rich and powerful, but it was until 445 B.C. that marriages
between the two Orders were formally sanctioned by the civil law. The objection on the
part of the patricians was largely a religious one: the gods of the State were gods of the
patricians, the auspices could be taken dyigans only, the marriages of patricians only
were sanctioned by heaven. Their orators protested that the unions of the plebeians were
not marriages atall, notT s t a e (§ 89; the pieleeimn wife, they insisted, was only
takeni N mUt r: shendas at best only amor, notamUt e r :fher ofisgringU s
were fimother @atchicli @¢ren, 0 not

66. Much of this was class exaggeration, but it is true that for a longhieme U was
not so highly valued by the plebeians as by the patricians, and that the plebeians assigned
to cognates certain duties and privileges that devolved upon the pagrieiant \ith Us
the extension of the T s cn@my bfbhesg: points of défence disappeared. New
conditions were fixed for T s t a e; c Wle pipyitadsadi of compromise became the
usual form of marriage when one of the parties was a plebeian; and the stigma
disappeared from the wordU t r i m@mthewthrer hand, patriciaomen learned to
understand the advantages of amarreagen e ¢ o n v e n tanddnardagé n man u
with manusgrew less frequent, the taking of the auspices before the ceremony came to be
considered a mere form, and marriage began to lose its sacramerdaterh&Vith these
changes came later the laxness in the marital relation and the freedom of divorce that
seemed in the time of Augustus to threaten the very life of the commonwealth.
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67. It is probable that by the time of Cicero marriage wimusyas uncommon, and
consequently that @n f a ramde @ & i@t goge out of general use. To a limited
extent, however, the former was retained into Christian times, because certain priestly
offices (those of thé | Umi n U sndiha i0GrU8s 9 eowld b@iilledronly by
persons whosparents had been married by the confarreate cerer88r8482), the
sacramental form, and who had themselves been married by the same form. Augustus
offered exemption froomanusto mothers of three children, but this was not enough, for
so great became the reluctance of women to submmatasthat in order to fill even
these few priestly offices it was found necessary under Tiberius to elimiaatesfrom
the confarreate ceremony.

68.1 T st a e . THdrewere eedain conditions that had to be satisfied before a legal
marriage could be contracted even by citizens. The requirements were as follows:

(1) The consent of both parties should be given, or that qfettes fami | if obesor
bothwere n pat r i. Undgr Augustastit Was @rovided that theger
f a mishould)rot withhold his consent unless he could show valid reasons for doing so.

(2) Both of the parties should pel b ethetesould be no maamge between children.
Although no precise age was fixed by law, it is probable that fourteen and twelve were the
lowest limit for the man and the woman respectively.

(3) Both man and woman should be unmarried. Polygamy was never sanctioned at
Rome(§ 62.

(4) The parties should not be nearly related. The restrictions in this direction were fixed
by public opinion rather than by law and varied greatly at different tinezfming
gradually less severe. In general it may be said that marriage was absolutely forbidden
between ascendants and descendants, between other cognates within the sixth (later the
fourth) degree§ 32, and between the nearerd f ¢§Sr83). s

If the parties could satisfy these conditions, they might be legally married, but
distinctions were still made that affected the civil status of the childittough no doubt
was cast upon their legitimacy or upon the moral character of their parents.

69. If the conditions named g 68were fulfilled and the husband and wife werehbot
Roman citizens, their marriage was callefl s t a e, whidh pe¢ max teanslate by
iregul ar marriage. o Theidli ljaddwanblyo © s
bithc 0vUs opthim&@sséseed of all civil ri

If one of the parties was a Roman citizen and the other a membeoafmunity
havingthd T s ch@tmdt full Romarc 0 v,ithe tdasriage was still calledT st a e
n T p tbutahe children took the civil standing of the father. This means that, if the father
was a citizen and the mother a foreigner, the children gitzens, but, if the father was a
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foreigner and the mother a citizen, the children were foreigpeesi( e )gas @as their
father.

But if either of the parties was without the s ¢, ffien rhatrlage though still legal,
wascalled ni T sptiaecgi mill st um mUfienm®@niremul ar mar
children, though legitimate, took the civil position of the parent of lower degree. We seem
to have something analogous to this today in the loss of social standing which usually
follows the narriage of one person with another of distinctly inferior position.

70. Betrothals Formal betrothaly p @ n Jsafla prefiminary to marriage was

considered good form but was not legally necessary and carried with it no obligations that
could be enfared by law. In thes p @ n sh&rhaiden was promised to the man as his
bride with Awords of style, o0 that is, in
maiden herself, butby hera t e r ,brébyrhiert i (LM ifshewasnot n patri U
p ot e.dntthe same way, the promise was made to the man directly only in case he
wass u § (8 17rotherwiset was made to the Head of his House, who had asked for
him the maiden in marriage. The Awords o

iSpondUsne GUparrfshetvasaward® @lamm LT ci ¢
f o l),imiiforf 01 i)@x@e 8nd dar o ?

"DO bene vor"tant! Sponded@
"DQ bened vortant!

71 At any rate, the word p o nwh®téthnically used of the promise, and the maiden
was hencefortls p @.iTkegperson who made the promise had always the right to cancel
it. This was usudy done through an intermediany { n }; hencs the formal expression
for breaking an engagementwa® p u d i u m , or eimplyn ¢ m {Un \®hildkinee
contract was entirely orgided, it should be noticed that a man was liabjertof WFind a
formed two engagements at the same time, and that he could not recover any presents
made with a view to a future marriage if he himself broke the engagement. Such presents
were almost always made. Though we find that articles for personal use, the toilet, etc.,
were common, a ring was usually given. The ring was worn on the third finger of the left
hand, because it was believed that a nerve (or sinew) ran directly from this finger to the
heart. It was also usual for teep @ to snake a present to her betrothed.

72. The Dowry. It was a point of honor with the Romans, as it is now with some
European peoples, for the bride to bring to her husband a ddv@}}Mo_dem
Frenchdot). In the case of agifl n  p at r ethis wowdtbe farmisbied by the Head of
her House; in the case of oseu ¢ itiwhsrfurnished from her own property, or, if she
had none, was contributed by her relatives. It seems that if they were reluctant she might
by process of law compel her asdants at least to furnish it. In early times, when
marriagec u m ¢ o n prevailedi afthesproperty brought by the bride became the
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property of her husband, orof lgsa t e r (@ a3mlut iri lades times,

whenmanuswas less common, and especially after divorce had become of frequent
occurrence, a distinction was made. A pa
own exclusive use, and a part was made over to twgunder the technical name

of d @ $he relative proportions varied, of course, with circumstances.

73. Essential FormsThere were really no legal forms necessary for the solemnization
of a marriage; there was no license to be procured from the civil authorities; the
ceremonies,imple or elaborate, did not have to be
performed by persons authorized by the StEte. one
thing necessary was the consent of both parties, if they
weres u 0 ,orbfthéirp at r Us , ifftheymierdn Us
patri U .lphagbeen temarleé B8, (1) that
thep at er cbudmefuseihid ensent for valid
reasons only; on the other hand, he could command the
consent of persons subject to him. Parental and filial
affection(p i € matls this hardship much less rigorous
than it now seems to u§§ 2122).

\  74. But, though this consent was the only condition for a
legal marriage, it had to be showy dome act of personal

\B union between the parties, that is, the marriage could not

"MWl be entered into by letter or by messenger or by proxy.

“*Such a public act was the joining of handse(x t r Ur u m

i Tnctii® the presence of wrigherselishe essorted o her t h

husbandds house, never omitted when the

times, the signing of the marriage contract. It was never necessary to a valid marriage that

the parties should live together as man arfd wihough, as we have se&@6(), this

living together of itself constituted a legal marriage.

75. The Wedding Day It will be noticed that superstition played an important jpart
the arrangements for a wedding two thousand years ago, as it does now. Especial pains
had to be taken to secure a lucky day. The Kalends, Nones, and Ides of each month, and
the day following each of them, were unlucky. So was all of May and thedifstth
June, on account of certain religious ceremonies observed in these months, in May the
Argean offerings and the e m1, in Juae thel i Us  rcenheictgdiwihsvasta.
Besides these, tiki Us p aRelmuary 181 (hed the days when the entrance to the
lower world was supposed to be open, August 24, October 5, and November 8, were
carefully avoided. On¢hird of the year, therefore, was absolutely barred. The great
holidays, too, and these were legion, were avoided, not because they were unlucky, but
because on these days friends and relatives were sure to have other engagements. Wome
being married for the send time chose these very holidays to make their weddings less
conspicuous.
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76. The Wedding Garments On the eve of her wedding day the bride dedicated to
theL a robier father's house hbulla (§ 99 andtoga praetextd§ 246, which married
women did not wear, @nalso, if she was not much over twelve years of age, her childish
playthings. For the sake of the omen she put on before going to sléepithei ca r Uc't
ort uni c a wavdhgniore lpiace and falling to the feet. It was said to have derived the
namerU ¢ froan being woven in the old fashioned way at an upright loom, though some
authorities have thought it so called because it hung straight, not being bloused over at the
belt. This same tunic was worn at the wedding.

77. On the morning of the weddj day the bride was dressed for the ceremony by her
mother.Roman poets show unusual tenderness
they describe the motifk}
painting of such a scene is reproduced in Figure §. =~ £
The chief article of dress was theu n i c alread) ¢
mentioned § 76), which was fastened around the | ¥ )\%

a, A

waist with a band of wool tied in the knot of u/}'fr" . B
Herculesf 9d u s H e) probablYbeeauss \,,3 f_f
Hercules was the guardian of wedded lifeisTknot A= zf
the husband only was privileged to untie. Over tt k78 :l A%
tunic was worn the bridal veil, the flaroelored vei {74
(flammeun), shown in Figure 27. So important we {774
the veil of the bride that | be riet o v ei K3
the word regularly used for the miage of a M-
woman.

78. Especial attention was given to the arrangement of the hair. It was divided into six
locks by the point of a spear, or comb of that shape, a practice surviving, probably, from
ancient marriage by capture 86); these locks, perhaps braided, were kept in position by
ribbons yittae). As the Vestals wore the hair thus arranged, it must have been an
extremely early fashion, at any rate. The bride had also @&woé flowers and sacred
plants gathered by herself. The groom wore, of course, the toga and had a similar wreath
of flowers on his head. He was accompanied to the home of the bride at the
proper time by relatives, friends, and clier§§ (76180), who were bound
to do him every honor on his wedding day.

79. The Ceremony In connection with the marriage ceremonies it must
be remembered that only the consent was necegRiRa(74), with the act
expressing the consent, and that all other forms and ceremonies were
nonessential and variabl®omething depended upon the particular form
used, but more upon threealth and social position of the families interested.
It is probable that most weddings were a good deal simpler than those
THE described by our chief authorities.
FLAMMEUM ceremony was performed, was decked with floweraghe of trees, bands
of wool, and tapestries. The guests arrived before the hour of sunrise, but
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even then the omens had been already taken. In the ancient confarreate ceremony these
were taken by the public augur, but in later times, no matter whatri@aey, the
haruspices merely consulted the entrails of a sheep which had been killed in sacrifice.

80. After the omens had been pronounced favorable, the bride and groom appeared in
the atrium § 199, the public room of the house, and the wedding began. This consisted
of two parts:

(1) The ceremony proper, varying according to the form used ¢ f a rcrgeelhipit@d@ &
orl s)utke essential part being the consent befoteessesy8 7374).

(2) The festivities, i ncluding the f eas
a show of force from her ndetbheenew mea(thans ,
essential part), and her reception there.

81 The confarreate ceremony began withdhe x t r Ur u@&wv4i Therbdde and
groom were brought together by the @ n, a rbadron but once married and living with
her husband in undisturbed wedlock. They joined hanteeipresence of ten witnesses
representing the tayp e n of thec 1 r These are shown on an ancient sarcophagus found
at Naples (Fig. 28). Then followed the words of consent spoken by the@nide: n d g t1
GUpus, .egloheGUypoar ds me a nyou dieBaiesnthef @m thereyh e r ¢
am Gaia, o i.e., il am bone of your bone,
no matter what the names of the bride and groom, and goes back to a time
whenG U pwas an dmeot r a e n(@5B6e Ihimplied that the bride was actually
entering they U nfshe groom (823, 25, 30, 35), and was probably chosen for the lucky
meaning § 44 of the name& U pamdG U pExven in marriages i ne ¢ o thevokdnt i &
formula came to be used, its import having been lost in lapse of time. The bride and
groom then took their places side by side at the left of the altar and facing it, sitting on
stools covered witkthe pelt of the sheep slain for the sacrifige’9).

82. A bloodless offering was made to Jupiter byPoatifex Maximuand theF | Ume n
Di tonsssting of the cake of spéiit a r r e u)nfronh whichuthe ceremony got the
namec @n f a rThen the ¢aké was eaten by the bride and groom. With the offering to
Jupiter a prayer was recited by the Flamen to Juno as the goddess of
marriage, and to Tellus, Picumnus, and Pilumnusiedeof the country an
its fruits. The utensils necessary for the offering were carried in a cove
basket ¢umerg by a boy calledamillus(Fig. 29), whose parents must.
both be living at the time (i.e., he muspba t r @ mu s )eThenmU |,
followed the congratulations, the guests using the viokdll ¢ ¢ i t e r| .4

83. Thec o U mipegain With the fictitious sale, carried out in the pres
of no fewer than five witnesses. The purchase money, represented by
single coin, was laid in the scales held by @ b r.iThe Bcalss,
scaleholder, coin, an witnesses were all necessary for this kind of mau Tee

A CAMILLUS

(See also Figures
127 and 128.)
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Then followed thel e x t r U r anohthe wordd of cBnserg 81), borrowed, as s
been said, from the confarreate ceremony. Originally the groom had asked thanbride
si bi mUt er f el absentéd, anel puste hinvaesimllaequestiosjbi
pater f ami |Totlishe¢os gaee arvadffitmiatioet answer. A prayas then
recited and sometimes, perhaps, a sacrifice was offered, after which came the
congratulations, as in the other and more elaborate ceremony.

84. The third form, that is, the ceremonies preliminary te ,\pbably admitted of
more variatio than either of the others, but no description has come down to us. We may
be sure that the hands were clasped, the words of consent sp&dirafid
congratulations offered, buteAknow of no special customs or usages. It was almost
inevitable that the three forms should become more or less alike in the course of time,
though the cake of spe& 82 could notbe borrowed from the confarreate ceremony by
either of the others, or the scales and their hoBI&8(from the ceremony ofo Umpt i @

85. The Wedding FeastAfter the conclusio of the ceremony came the wedding feast
(c Un a n)]lagsting ifdaily simes until evening. There can be no doubt that this was
regularly given at the house of the brid
It was (gi ven saweretekceptiogal ameduets spdcial aircumstances
which might cause a similar change today. The feast seems to have concluded with the
distribution among the guests of pieces of the wedding cake t (Pr Eharencame to
be so much extravagance at these feasts and rate¢he @hentiomed ir§ 89that under
Augustus it was proposed to limit their cost by tavone thousand sesterces (fifty
dollars). His efforts to limit such expenditures were, however, fruitless.

86. The Bridal ProcessionAfter the wedding feast the bride was formally taken to her
husband's house. This ceremony was calléfid u, and,$inde it was essential to validity
of the marriage§ 74), it was never omitted. It was a public function, that is, anyone might
join the procession and take part in the merrimeatdistinguished it; we are told that
persons of rank did not scruple to wait in the street to see a bride. As evening approached,
the procession was f or med-bdarers and futplaybreat b r i
its head. When all was ready, tmarriage hymnhiymenaeyswas sung and the groom
took the bride with a show of force from the arms of her mother. The Romans saw in this
custom a reminiscence of the rape of the Sabines, but it probably goes far back beyond the
founding of Rome to the cush of marriage by capture that prevailed among many
peoples § 78. The bride then took her place in the procession. She was attended by three
boyspatr 0 mo (&882; twolbtthegemwalked beside her, each holding one of her
hands, while the other carried before her the wedding torch of white thhgem(n 3. al b a
Behind thebride were carried the distaff and spindle, emblems of domestic life.
Thecamilluswith hiscumera(§ 82 also walked in the procession.

87. During the march were sung thee r § é S c e aboupding in coarse jests and
personalities. The crowd also shouted the ancient marriage cry, the significance of which
the Romans themselves did not understand. We find it in at least five forms, all variations
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of Talassius or Talassio, thema, probably, of a Sabine divinity, whose functions,

however, are unknown. Livy derives it from the supposed name of a senator in the time of
Romulus. On the way the bride, by dropping one of three coins which she carried, made
an offering tothd. a r U sp i G ¢tk gbds of the crossroads490; of the other two

she gave one to the groom as an emblem of the dowry she brought him, and one to

theL a roblss house. The groom meahite scattered nuts through the crowd. This is
explained by Catullus that the groom had become a man and had put away childish things
(8899, 103, but the nuts were rather a symbol of fruitfulness. The custom survives in the
throwing of rice in modem times.

88 When the procession reached the grool
with bands of woolprobably a symbol of her own work as mistress of the household, and
anointed the door with oil and fat, emblems of plenty. She was then lifted carefully over
the threshold, in order, some say, to avoid the chance of so bad an omen as a slip of the
foot onentering the house for the first time. Others, however, see in the custom another
survival of marriage by capturg 78. She then pronounced again the words of
consentU b i t T GU (g &), ancethie alooiG Wareaclosed against the general
crowd; only the invited guests entered with the nembyried pair.

89. The husbargimet his wife in the atrium and offered her fire and water in token of
the life they were to live together and of her part in the home. Upon the hearth was ready
the wood for a fire; this the brideridled with the marriage torch, which had been carried
before her. The torch was afterwards thrown among the guests to be scrambled for as a
lucky possession. A prayer was then recited by the bride and she was placed by
thepr Onanthel e c t u s, whiehmlvayd stoad in the atrium on the wedding
night. Here it afterwards remained as a piece of ornamental furniture only. On the next
day there was given in the new home the second wedding feasp (Z&t85) ta the
friends and relatives, and at this feast the bride made her first offering to the gods as
amUt r. ®sedes of feasts followed, given in honor of the newidded pair by those
in whosesocial circles they moved.

90. The Position of WomenWith her marriage the Roman
woman reached a position not attained by the women of any o
nation in the ancient worldNo other people held its women in su
high respect; nowhere else did waonmexert so strong and
beneficent an influence. In her own house the Roman matron \
absolute mistress. She directed its economy and supervised th
of the household slaves, but did no menial work herself. She w
her chil drends heingardydrginingamdl c o
education. Her daughters wer
mistresses of similar homes, and remained her closest compat
until she herself had dressed them for their bridal and their hus | U _Z2# % v
had torn them fromherarmS.he was her hushb Fio. 31 p me
business as well as in household matters, and he often consulicu /AN SFRNING
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on affairs of state. She was not confined at home to asetcobsb | ed wo menoé s
apartments, as were her sisters in Greece; the whole house was ogreisteheceived

her husbandbdés guests and sat at tabl e wi
themanusof her husband, the restraint was so tempered by law and ci&intiiat ske

could hardly have been chafed by the fetters which had been forged with her own consent

(873.

9. Out of the howsd el tah enbiE) Boddd forsts earers s
profound respect. Men made way for her in the street; she had a place at the public games
at the theaters, and at the great religiceremonies of state. She could give testimony in
the courts, and until late in the Republic might even appear as an advocate. She often

managed her own property hersel f. It 1 s
work on farming is dedicatetd his wife, and intended as a guide for her in the
management of her own | and. The matronos

joyous occasion by the members of her household, and the people as a whole celebrated
theMUt r ntUh € aRoman fAMot hero6s Dayo), the gr
presents were given to wives and mothers. Finally, if a woman came of a noble family,
she might be honored, after she had passed away, with a public eulogy, delivered from
ther @ sirt the &orum § 480.

92. It must be admitted that the education of women was not carried far at Rome, and
that their accomplishments were few, and useful and homélgrritan elegant. So far as
accomplishments were concerned, however, their husbands fared no better. Even in our
own country, restrictions on elementary education for women existed originally and were
removed very slowly. For instance, it is told that ieMNHaven, in 1684, girls were
forbidden to attend the grammar schools.

93. It must be admitted, too, that a great change took place in the last years of the
Republic. With the laxness of the family life, the freedom of divorce, and the inflow of
wealh and extravagance, the purity and dignity of the Roman matron declined, as the
manhood and the strength of her father and her husband had declined before. It must be
remembered, however, that ancient writers did not dwell upon certain subjects that are
favorites with our own. The simple joys of childhood and domestic life, home, the praises
of sister, wife, and mother may not have been too sacred for the poet and the essayist of
Rome, but the essayist and the poet did not make them their themes; theyctook
matters for granted, and felt no need to dwell upon them. The mother of Horace may have
been a singularly gifted woman, but she is never mentioned by her son. The descriptions
of domestic life, therefore, that have come down to us either are frork Sreeces, or
else they deal with precisely those circles where fashion, profligacy, and impurity made
easy the work of the satirist. It is, therefore, safe to say that the pictures painted for us in
the verse of Catullus and Juvenal, for example, wergu®bf Roman women as a class
in the times of which they write. The strong, pure woman of the early day must have had
many to imitate her virtues in the darkest times of the Empire. There were noble mothers
then, as well as in the times of the Gracdineré were wives as noble as the wife of
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Marcus Brutus.

! In Roman law unbroken possessidng Jwtmovable things for one year gave full title to
ownership of them. If the possession was broken (interrupted). the timel ofthesl to begin to
run afresh (i.e. the previous possession, ar,uvas regarded as canceled).

Catogivestherécpe f or this cake: @ Sp§206 Addanisecumie,c k o f
bay | eaves, two pounds of | ard, and a pound o

% The tusband had at some point slipped away from the procession and gone to his home, there to
await the coming of the bride.
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Chapter 4: CHILDREN AND EDUCATION

REFERENCES: Marquardt, 8034; Blimner, 29840; BecketGoall, 11, 65-114; Friedlader, |, 156161, 111,
Chapterlll,21628 1, fAPhil osophy as a IModwad IEidtitae ol idu
undereducation 571-573; Baumeister, 237, 158%91; Schreiber, Plates LXXX, LXXXII, LXXXIX, XC;
SandysCompanion 228236; Darembergaglio, undeeducatiq Walters, undeeducation! 1 d Rasly
Wissowa, undeBchulen FowlerSocial Life 168203; McDaniel, 6680; Showerman, 8311, 194202;
Gwynn; Arthur M. Gat es ThefS@uthdtahktic QuarttrBR d0s4l9 (Cchket, ¢

1931).

Legal Status(894) Schools of Rhetorig(§115)
Suscg8ex)i O Travel (8116)

Birthdays (§96) Professional Training (§117118)
Di Us LI8Mricus Remarks on the Schook§119120)
The Bulla (899) The Teacher(8121)
Nurses(8100101) Schooldays and Holiday&122)
Playthings (§102) ThePae da 828U s

Pets and Game¢8103) Discipline (8124)

Home Training (8104107) End of Childhood (§125126)
Schools(§108109) TheL § b e (81RN)i a

Subjects Taught in Elementary School§110-111)

Grammar Schools(8112114)

94. Legal Status The legal position of the children in tfemilia has been already
explained §8 2021). It has been shown that in the sy the law they were little better
than the chattels of the Head of the House. It rested with him to grant them the right to
live; all that they earned was his; they married at his bidding, and either remained under
hisp o t eos gadded under anothe less severe. It has also been suggested that custom
andp i ehadlnsade this condition less rigorous than it seems to us.

95.Su s c eThepowdrofthe at e r aa displayedinsmediately after the birth
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of the child. By invariable customwas laid upon the ground at his feet. If he raised

(tollere, suscipergit in his arms, he acknowledged it as his own by thesact 6 ¢)eapdt | @
admitted it to all the rights and privileges that membership in a Roman family implied. If
he should refuse o so, the child would become an outcast, without family, without the
protection of the spirits of the dea&l 34), utterly friendless and forsaken. The disposal of
the child did notall for any act of downright murder, such as was contemplated in the
case of Romulus and Remus and was afterwards forbidden by Romulus th& Kihg (

The chil d was (esxi pnénklegt issiiaien pycaslavd foom the house and

left on the highway to live or to die. It is improbable, however, that the Roman father was

I nclined to make actual use of this, his
appear frequaly in Roman comedies, they are doubtless made use of there as convenient
dramatic devices taken over from the Greek originals rather than as a reproduction of
actual cases in everyday life. No such actual cases are known during the Republic, at any
rate.

96. Birthdays. It was believed that @enius or guardian spirit, came into the world
with the child at birth. In the case of a girl this spirit was called hernCisely
connected with this idea was the celebration of the birthday, as the proper festival of
the Genius On that day bloodless offerings, such as flowers, wine, incense, and cakes,
were made to theenius Fresh white garments were worn, friendsimaisits or sent
letters of congratulation, presents were received from friends and members of the
household, and there was usually a feast.

97.Di Us L [Tk firstieight days of the life of
the acknowledged child were callpdr 0 m@andl i a
were the occasion of various religious
ceremoniesDuring this time the child was
O calledp T p(p & p although to weak and tiny
children thep r a e nnebiméagiven soon after birth.
Usually, on the ninth day in the case of a boy, on the
eighth in the casef a girl, the@ r a e n (@ 4Bewas
; given with due solemnity. A sacrifice was offered and
Fro. 36 the ceremony of purification was performed, which
it gave the day its namej Us |, dltsotgh i wasi s
also calledthel i Us n &hdni i rmThesé ceremonies seem to have been private,
that is, it cannot be shown that there was at this time any taking of the chtiehtplam
as there was among the Jews, or any enrollment of the namampfdicial list. Birth
registration, which many of our own states have been slow to enforce, was first required
under Marcus Aurelius, when it was ordained that the father must register the date of birth
and the name of his child within thirty days, ainfiobeforeth@ r ae f e c tinthe aer |
provinces before the a b u | U r.indhe gademfithe boy the registering of the name on
the list of citizens may have occurred at the time he put on they a (88i125427)i s

98 Thed i Us | was howdvar,a me of rejoicing and congratulation among the
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relatives and friends, and these, together with the household slaves, presented the child
with little metal toys or ornaments in tharf of flowers, miniature axes and swords,

various tools, and especially figures shaped like athatin { T n ) ét@ Ehese, called
collectively crepundia were strung together and worn around the neck and over the
breast. Such strings of thesepunda are shown in Figures 36 and 37. They served in the
first place as playthings to keepgrtehpe@ch
Besides, they were a protection against witchcraft or the evifegeq c ); this$hwas @

true especially of the T n uThey eould serve also as a means of identification in the

case of lost or stolen children, and for this reason Terence callstremmentaSuch

were the trinkets somet i§865 their vadué depemded, df an
course, upon the material of which they were made.

FIG. 37
CREPUNDIA
The original was found in the Crimea.

99. TheBulla. But of more significance than these waslib#a, which the féher hung
around the childbés neck on thisudafpti©
95). It consisted frequently of two concave pieces of gol
like a watch case (Fig. 38), fastened together by a wide
spring of the same metal, and contained an amulet as
protectionn against thea s c¢ i(808.1t ivad hung aroun:
the neck by a chain or cord and was worn upon the bre
Thebulla came originally from EtruriaFor a long time
only the children of patricians were allowed to
wearbullaeof gold; the plebeians contented themselves
with imitations made of leather, hung on a leather thonc
the course of time thastinction ceased to be observed,
we have seen such distinctions die out in the use of nat
and in the marriage cerer
thebulla aureamight be worn by the child of any freebor
citizen. The choice of material depended up@wtiealth
and generosity of the father rather than upon his social
position. The girl wore hdulla (Figs. 35 and 38) until the
eve of her wedding day; then she laid it aside with othei
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childish things, as we have se&7@. The boy wore his until he assumed thga

v i r (8127, shen it was dedicated to the r obtse house and carefully preserved. If

the boy became a successful general and won the coveted honor of a triumph, he always
wore hisbullain the triumphal procession as a protection against envy.

100. Nurses The mot her wa®90, hohanlyintheadayddthe nur s e
Republic but even undéne Empire; the Romans
heeded the teachings of nature in this respect longer
@ than any other civilized nation of the ancient wo@d.
BB course it was not always possible then, as it is not

iy always possible now, for the mother to nurse her
==>" children, and theher place was taken by a slave
(n T t),rtrodvkom the namen U t seems to have been
given out of affection. In the ordinary care of the
children, too, the mother was assisted, but only assisted, by slaves. Under the eye of the
mother, a slave washed an@sked the child, told it stories, sang it lullabies, and rocked it
to sleep on her arm or in a cradle (Fig. 40). The place of the modern baby carriage was
taken by a litterl( e c)t adesra cotta figure has come down to us (Fig. 41) representing a
child carried in such a litter by two men.

101 After the Punic Wars5(6) it became customary for tr
wel-todo to select for the <c
the child mightacquire the Greek language as naturally a<
own.In Latin literature are many passages that testify to t
affection felt for each other by nurse and child, an affectic
that lasted on into manhood and Womanhood
was a common thing for the youngfevio take
with her into her new home as her adviser anc
confidant, the nurse who had watched over he

. . Fia. 41
her infancy. Faithfulness on the part of such A GHILD 1N A LITTER

slaves was also frequently repaid by
manumission.

Fic. 42
Nul;sxxa 102. Playthings Comparatively little is known dhe playthings, pets, and

BOTTLE games of Roman children, because, as has beerf28J domestic life was
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not a theme of Roman writers and no books were then written especially youting

Still, there are scattered references in literature from which we can learn something, and
more is known from monumental sourc8sl@). This evidence shows that plaything

were numerous and of very many kinds. diepundiahave been mentioned already (

98); these miniature tools and implements seem to have been very common. Dolls there
were, too, andome of these have come down to us, though we cannot always distinguish
between statuettes and genuine playthings. Some dolls were made of clay, others of wax,
and even jointed arms and legs were not unknown (Figs. 43 and 44). Quintilian speaks of
ivory letters, to be used by children as letter blocks are now. Little wagons and carts were
also common. Horace speaks of hitching mice to toys of this sort, of building houses, and
ri di ng -hoonr shésse.aderkimerous pictures and description
children spinning tops, making them revolve by blows of a vidwgh, as
in Europe nowadays. Hoops also were a favorite plaything; they wet
driven with a stick and had pieces of metal fastened to them to warn
people of their approach. Boys walked on stilts.yTplayed with balls,
too, but as men enjoyed this sport as well, the account of it may be
deferred until we reach the subject of amuseméngdi .

)

103. Pets and Gamedets wee even more common then than now
(Fig. 45), and then as now the dog was easily first in the affections c
children. The house cat began to be known at Rome in the first cent
A.D. Birds were very commonly made pets. Thus besides the doves
pigeons wich are familiar to us, ducks, crows, and quail, we are told Jomi':;;ou‘
were pets of children. So also were geese, odd as this seems to us, aiu
there is a statue of a child struggling with a goose as large as himself. Monkeys were
known, but could not have been comm Mice have been mentioned already. Games of
many kinds were played by children, but we can only guess at, the nature of most of them,
as we have hardly any formal descriptions. There were games corresponding to our Odd
or Even, Bl i ndm@eakdlacksBnes 820, artd iSeesaw.d&ebdles and
nuts were used in games something like our marbles, and there wergaweslalso. To
these may be added, for boys, riding, swimgnand wrestling, although these were taken
too seriously, perhaps, to be called games and belonged rather to the training of boys for
the duties of citizenship.

104. Home Training The training of the children was conducted by the father and
motherin person. More stress was laid upon moral than upon intellectual development:
reverence for the gods, respect for the law, unquestioning and instant obedience to
authority, truthfulness, and sekliance were the most important lessons for the child to
learn. Much of the training came from the constant association of the children with their
parents, which was the characteristic feature of the home training of the Romans as
compared with that of other peoples of early days. The children sat at tabthearith
elders; in early times they helped to serve the meals. Until the age of seven both boys and
girls had their mother for their teacher. From her they learned to speak correctly their
native tongue. The mother taught them the elements of reading dmg)\&nd as much
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of the simpler operations of arithmetic as children so young could learn.

105 From about the age of seven the boy passed under the care of regular teachers, but
the gir]l remai ned her mot her 6 s essadlyncsitt a nt
short, because the Roman girl became a wife so y&u6§ (2], and there were things to
learn in the meantime that books do not teach. From her mother she learnadtasp
weave and sew; even Augustus wore garments woven by his wife. By her mother she was
initiated into all the mysteries of household economy and fitted to take her place as the
mistress of a household of her own, to be a Romidrt r, thexmaost dignifid position to
which a woman could aspire in the ancient wo88 9691).

1066 The boy, except during the hours of
the father was armer, as all Romans were in earlier times, the boy helped in the fields
and learned to plow and plant and reap. If the father was a man of high position and lived
In the capital, the boy stood by him in his atrium as he received his guests, learned to
know their faces, names, and rank, and acquired a practical knowledge of politics and
affairs of state. If the father was a senator, the boy (in the earlier days only, it is true)
accompanied him to the senate house to hear the debates and listen tat themes of
the time; the son could always go with his father to the Forum when the latter was an
advocate or was concerned in a public trial.

107. Then, since every male Roman was bred a soldier, the father trained the son in the
use of arms and ithe various military exercises, as well as in the manly sports of riding,
swimming, wrestling, and boxing. In these exercises strength and agility were kept in
view, rather than the grace of movement and symmetrical development of form on which
the Greeksaid so much stress. On great occasions, too, when the cabinets in the atrium
were opened and the wax busts of the ancestors disp&y@€d)( the boy and girl of
noble family wereaalways present and learned the history of the great family of which they
were a part, and with it the history of Rome.

108. SchoolsThe actual instruction given to the children by the father would vary with
his own education and would at best begjecitto all sorts of interruptions due to his
private business or his public duties. We find that this embarrassment was appreciated in
very early times, and that it was customary forat e r Wha happeried)ts have
among his slaves one competent to give the needed instruction to turn over to him the
actual teaching of the children. It must be remembered that slaves taken in war were often
much better educated than their Roman mashdot all households, however, would
include a competent teacher, and it would seem only natural for the fortunate owner of
such a slave to receive into his house at fixed hours of the day the children of his friends
and neighbors to be taught togethéthvinis own.

109, For this privilege he might charge a fee for his own benefit, as we are told that Cato
actually did, or he might allow the slave to retain ap l@sc | (8824, 62-163) the
little presents given him by his pupils in lieu of direct payment. The ngxt@te taken


http://www.forumromanum.org/life/johnston_3.html#68
http://www.forumromanum.org/life/johnston_3.html#90
http://www.forumromanum.org/life/johnston_6.html#200
http://www.forumromanum.org/life/johnston_1.html#22
http://www.forumromanum.org/life/johnston_5.html#162

in times too early to be accurately fixed, was to select for the school a more convenient
place than a private house, one that was central and easily accessible, and to receive as
pupils all who could pay the modest fee that was demandetie$e schools girls as well

as boys were admitted, but for the reason givéhlfiSthe girls had little time for

studying more than their mothers could teach them; those who dyctlcair studies

further came usually of families that preferred to educate their daughters in the privacy of
their own homes and could afford to do so. The exceptions to this rule were so few that
from this point we may consider the education of boysealon

110. Subjects Taught in Elementary School$n the elementary schools the only
subjects taught were reading, writing, and
arithmetic.In the first, great stress was laid up
the pronunciation; the sounds were easy enot
but quantity was hard tmaster. The teacher
pronounced first, syllable by syllable, then the
separate words, and finally the whole sentenc
the pupils pronounced after him at the tops of
their voices. In the teaching of writing, wax
tablets (Fig. 49) were employed, much aseslat
were a generation ago. The teacher first trace
with astilus(Fig. 49) the letters that served as ,
copy, then he guided F1a, 49 1 wi
own until the child learned to form the letters WAXED TABLETS AND A STILUS
independently. When some dexterity had been
acquired, th@upil was taught to use the reed pen and
write with ink upon papyrus. For practice, the blank
sides of sheets that had already been employed for
more important purposes were used. If there were any
books at all in these schools, the pupils must have
madethem for themselves by writing from the
teacherds dictation.

k.. 111 In_ arithmetic mentql calculation was o
emphasized, but the pupil was taught to use his fingers
in a very elaborate manner that is not now thoroughly underdttasder sums were
worked aut with the help of the reckoning boaabécus Fig. 50). In addition to all this,
much attention was paid to training the memory, and every pupil was made to learn by
heart all sorts of wise and pithy sayings, especially the Twelve Tables of the La&. The
last became a regular fetich in the schools, and, even when the language in which they
were written had become obsolete, pupils continued to learn and recite them. Cicero
learned them in his boyhood, but within his lifetime they were dropped fromhbelsc

112. Grammar SchoolsAmong the results of contact with other peoples that followed
the Punic Wars§6) was the extension of education at Rome beyond elementary and
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strictly utilitarian subjects. The Greek language came to be generally legaéd,(and

Greek ideas of education were in some degree adopted. Schools were established in whicl
the @ntral task was the study of the Greek poets; these schools we may call Grammar
Schools because the chief study pursued in them was gadieunatica(a term which

included not merely grammar proper but also literature and literary criticism, the latter in
simple form). The teacher of such a school was cgllathmaticusHomer was long the
universal textbook, and students were not only taught the language, but were also
instructed in the matters of geography, mythology, antiquities, history, and ethics
suggested by the portions of the text which they read. The range of instruction and its
value depended largely upon the teacher, as does such instruction today, but it was at bes
fragmentary and disconnected. There was no systematic study of any of thesks soibt

even of history, despite its interest and practical value to a wamiging people like the
Romans.

FIG. 52
A ROMAN SCHOOL
From an ancient relief in Trier.

113 The Latin language was soon made the subject of similar study, at Begtarate
schools. The lack of Latin poetry to work upon (prose writings were not yet used as
textbooks) led to the translation by a Greek slawayus Andronicus(third centuy B.C.),
of theOdyssewf Homer into Latin Saturnian verses. From this translation, rude as the
surviving fragments show it to have been, dates the beginning of Latin literature. It was
not until this literature was graced by poets like Terence, Vayil,Horace that the
rough Saturnians of Livius Andronicus disappeared from the schools.

114 In the Grammar Schools, both Greek and Latin, great stress seems to have been
laid upon elocution, a fact not surprising when we consider the importancagardyor
under the Republic. The teacher had the pupils pronounce after him first the words, then
the clauses, and finally the complete sentences. The elements of rhetoric were taught in
some of these schools, but technical instruction in the subject wgseotuntil the
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establishment, early in the first century B.C, of special Schools of Rhetoric. In the
Grammar Schools were also taught music and geometry, and these made complete the
ordinary education of boyhood.

115. Schools of RhetoricThe School®f Rhetoric were formed on Greek lines and
conducted by Greek teachers. They were not a part of the regular system of education, but
corresponded more nearly to our colleges, since they were frequented by persons beyond
the age of boyhood and, usually tieé higher classes only. In these schools the study of
prose authors was begun, and philosophy might be studied, but the main work was the
practice of composition. This was begun in its simplest form, the narratiter( r), &rdi @
continued step by stemtil the end in view was reached, the practice of public speaking
(d Uc | O.nobe of t intermediate forms was thel U s, i which a student assumed
the character of some famous historical personage at the point of making a decision, and
discussed th possible courses of action. A favorite exercise also was the writing of a
speech to be put in the mouth of some person famous in legend or history. How effective
these could be made is seen in the speeches inserted in their histories by Sallust] Livy, an
Tacitus.

116. Travel In the case of persons of the noblest and most wealthy families, or of those
whose talents in early manhood promised a brilliant future, the training of the schools was
sure to be supplemented by a period of travel and resgddnmoad. Greece, Rhodes, and
Asia Minor were the places most frequently visited, whether the young Roman cared for
the scenes of great historical events and for rich collections of works of literature and art,
or merely enjoyed the natural charms andaplendors of the gay and luxurious
capitals of the East. For purposes of serious study, Athens offered the greatest attractions
and might almost have been called the University for Romans. It must be remembered,
however, that the Roman who studied imé&ts was thoroughly familiar with Greek, and
for this reason was much better prepared to profit by the lectures he heard than is the
average American who now studies in Eurape.

117. Professional Training For training in certain matters, a knowledge of which was
essential to a successful public life, no provision was made by the Roman system of
education. Such matters were jurisprudence, administration and diplomacy, and war. It
was customary, therefore, for the young citizen to attach himself for a time to some older
man, eminent in these lines or in some one of them, in order to gain an opportunity for
observation and practical experience in the performance of duties thatseouler or
later devolve upon him. So Cicero learned Roman law under Quintus Mucius Scaevola,
the most eminent jurist of the time, an in later years the young Marcus Caelius Rufus in
turn served the samet §o®adin)uaderngZicdioaThi® r e nt i
arrangement was not only highly advantageous to the young men, but was also considerec
very honorable for those under whom they studied.

118 In the same way the governors of provinces and generals in the fieldttesided
by a voluntary staffqohorg of young men, whom they had invited to accompany them at
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state expense for personal or political reasons. Theése Beedths familiar in this way

(t 0r @ci ni)with thengrdctical sida ef administration andr, while at the same
time they were relieved of many of the hardships and dangers suffered by those, less
fortunate who had to rise from the ranks. It was this staff of inexperienced young men
who hid in their tents or asked for leave of absence whesaCdetermined to meet
Ariovistus in battle (CaesaB U B e | | @ 395 althdugh sofhe of them, no doubt,
made gallant soldiers and wise commanders afterwards.

119. Remarks on the SchooldHaving considered the possibilities in the way of
education and training within the reach of the more fal/¢ge/, we may now go back to
the Elementary and Grammar Schools to get an idea of the actual school life of the
ordinary Roman boy in Rome and elsewh&d§2. Though thesewereont A publ i c
schools in our sense of the word, that is, though they were not supported or supervised by
the State, and, though attendance was not compulsory, it is nevertheless true that the
el ements at | east of educ atmo®generadlydifusedw!| e
among the Romans than among any other people of the ancient world. The schools were
distinctly democratic in this, that they were open to all classes, that the fees were little
more than nominal, that, so far as concerned diseiglhd the treatment of the pupils, no
distinction was made between the children of the humblest and those of the most lordly
families.

120. The school was often inpergula a gallery attached to a public building, or open
room like a shop, roofed amst the sun and rain, but open at the sides and furnished
merely with rough benches without backs. The children were exposed, therefore, to all the
distractions of the busy town life around them, and the people living near were in turn
annoyed by the nsy recitations§ 110 and even noisier punishments. A picture of a
schoolroom, derived from an ancient relief, is shown in Figure 52.

121. The TeacherThe teacher was origirala slave, perhaps he was usually a
freedman. The position in itself was not honorable, but it might become so through the
character of the teacher. Though the pupils feared the master, they seem to have had little
respect for him. The pay he received \wasere pittance, varying from three dollars a
year from each pupil for the elementary teacher t t er Ut or , )nafigeost er
six times that sum for grammaticug8 112. In addition to the fee, the pupils were
expected to bring the master from time to timedifitesents, a custom persisting probably
from the time when these presents were his only revgai@9. The fees varied,
however, with the qualifications of the master. Some whegetations were established
and whose schools were fAfashionableo cha
paidhon@r)JUrtiawmt he generosity of their patr
no ARequirements in Educationo to be met
schoolroom and look for pupils, even as Stephen Douglas walked into Winchester,
lllinois, in 1833, and opened a school for three months at three dollars a pupil.

122. Schooldays and HolidaysThe schoolday began before sunrise, as did all work at
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Rome, on account of the heat in the middle of the day (802. The pupils brought

candles by which to study until it became light, and the roof was soon black with the
grime and smoke. The session lasted until time for the noonday luncheon an@gsiesta (
302. School was resumed in the afternoon. We do not know definitely that there was any
fixed length for the school year. We know that it regularly began on the tienty of

March and that there weneimerous holidays, notably the Saturnalia in December and the
Quinquatria (from the nineteenth to the twetityd of March). The great religious

festivals, too, especially those celebrated with games, would naturally be observed by the
schools, and apparty the market days(1 n d)iwera aso holidays. It was formerly
supposed that there was no school from the last of June until the first of November, but
this view rested upon an incorrect interpretation of certain passages of Horace and
Martial. It iscertain, however, that the children of wealthy parents would be absent from
Rome during the hot season, and this would at least cut down the attendance in some of
the schools and might perhaps close them altogether.

123. TheP a e d a gT#agboysof god family was always attended by a trustworthy
slave p a e d a )ywhg acsompanied him to school, remained with him during the
sessions, and saw him safely home again when school was out. If the boy had wealthy
parents, he might have, besides, one or maxes p e d i )stecagrry Qis satchel and
tablets. The a e d a\ga® gsually an elderly man, selected for his good character; he
was expected to keep the boy out of all harm, moral as well as physical. He was not a
teacher, despite the meaning ofthe Englh wor d fipedagogue, 0 ex
learning of Greek became general, a Greek slave was usually selected for the position in
order that the boy might not forget what Greek he had learned from his 8u@#.(The
scope of the duties of thea e d a & ﬂeﬁu|y$hown by the Latin words used sometimes
instead ap a e d a cd@escsu s, mahsor, andr U c. Howas addressed by the boy
asdominus and seems to have had the right to compel obedience by mild punishments
(Fig. 54). His duties @sed when the boy assumed the toga of manhood, but the same
warm affection often continued between the young man aml the d a gsdbgtwesn a
woman and her nurs€ (L0J).

124. Discipline. The discipline was thoroughly Roman in its severity, if we may judge
by the grim references in Juvenal and Martial to the rod and ferule as used in schools.
Horace has given to his teacher, Orbilius, a deathless fame by the adgjekctidey. ds u s



http://www.forumromanum.org/life/johnston_8.html#302
http://www.forumromanum.org/life/johnston_8.html#302
http://www.forumromanum.org/life/johnston_8.html#302
http://www.forumromanum.org/life/johnston_4.html#101
http://www.forumromanum.org/life/johnston_4.html#101

SCENES IN THE LIFE OF A ROMAN CHILD
From a sarcophagus now in the Louvre, Paris.

From Nepos we learn that then, as now, teachers appealed, at times, to the natural
emulation between webred boys, and we know that prizes, too, were affdPerhaps

we may think the ferule well deserved wh
immortalized by Persius. The passage (I1k443 is worth quoting in full:

Saepe ocuI(Zs,, memi ng, tangUbam parvus
grandia sQ n@gllem moritlrg verba Cat @dr
di scere et onsUn®@ mu3sltum |l audanda magi

125. End of Childhood There was no special ceremony to mark the passing of girlhood
into womanhood, but for the boy the attainment of his majority was marked by the laying
aside of the crimsehorderedoga praetextaand the putting on of the pure whiteya
v 1 r. ©hkere wa no fixed year, corresponding to the twefitgt with us, in which
thepuebecame d u | U soméihing depended upon the physical and intellectual
development of the boy himself, something upon the will or capricepfdais e r ,f a mi |
more perhaps updhe time in which he lived. We may say generally, however, that
thet 0 g a was assurhed between the fourteenth and seventeenth years, the later age
belonging to the earlier time when citizenship carried with it more responsibility than
under the Empe and consequently demanded a greater maturity.

126. For the classical period we may put the age required at sixteen, and, if we add to
this thet ¢ r @ (8§ 1479, which followed the donning of the garb of manhood, we shall
have the seventeen years after the expiration of which the citizen had been liable in
ancient times to military duty. The day was even less precisely fixed. We should expect it
to be the birthday at the beging of the seventeenth year, but it seems to have been the
more usual, but by no means invariable, custom to select for the ceremony the feast of
Liber which happened to come nearest to the seventeenth birthday. This feast was
celebrated on the seventéeonf March and was called the) b e .rNU indreaappropriate
time could have been selected to suggest the freer life of manhood upon which the boy
was now about to enter.

127. TheL 0 b e .rTEbeeis’giafities of the great day began in the early mormihgn
the boy laid before thie a r oblhés house thbeulla (§ 99 and theoga praetext4§ 125,
called togéherthe n s i g n i aA spaifee wag thea afered, and thdla was hung
up, not to be taken down and worn again except on some occasion when the man who hac
worn it as a boy should be in danger of the envy: of men and §&8. (The boy then
dressed himself intte u n i ¢ € 76), Which lead one or two crimson stripes if he was
the son of a senator a knight § 239; over this was carefully drapedtheo ga .vi r Q| |
This was also called, in contrast to the gayer garb of boyhootl, thg a , apdi, with
reference to the freedoof manhood,the o ga .|l 0 ber a
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128 Then began the procession to the Forum. The father had gathered his slaves and
freedmen and client§§ 177180, had notified his relativesnd friends, and had used all
his personal and political influence to make the escort of his son as numerous and
imposing as possible. If the ceremony rook place o theb e,rthe Foruen was sure to
be crowded with similar processions of rejoicing fdsnHere were extended the formal
congratulations, and the name of one more citizen was added to the official list. An
offering was then made in the temple of Liber on the Capitoline Hill, and the day ended
with a feast at the fathero6s house.

! The Influence of Etruria upon Rome faded before that of Gre&6g but from Etruria the Romans
got the art of divination, certain forms of architecture, the insignia of royalty, arghthes of the
circus and the amphitheater.

% See AbbottSociety and Politics in Ancient Roni®12 14, A The Career of a |
*Aoften, |l remember, as a small boy | wused to

Cat oanddyiggrspeech, sure to be vehemently applauded by myswreng d e d miaa st er
CONI NGTON6s TRANSLATI ON.
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Chapter 5: DEPENDENTS. SLAVES AND CLIENTS. HOSPITES

REFERENCES: Marquardt, 13512; BecketGoll, II, 115212; Friedlénder, Il, 21:221; Blimner, 277298;
SandysCompanion 362365; PaulyWissowa, undec | i ehospitlirg DarembergSaglio,

unders e 1l vodb elritbuesrctl G, Mbgstium Har per 6 s, senWgll @ e egadtiuesnnt de
Fowler,Social Life 204236; Frank An Economic History326-334; McDaniel, 2640; Showerman, 713,
and Index, undeslaves Duff, throughout.

Growth of Slavery (8§129130) The Treatment of Slaveq8158159)
Numbers of Slaveg§131133) Food and Dresq8160161)
Sources of Supply(§134138) TheP e c I I(§162165)

Sales of Slave§§139) Punishments(8166174)

Prices of Slave$§8140) Manumission (8175)

Public and Private Slaves(§141) The Clients(8176)

Private Slaves(8§142) The Old Clients (8177178)
Industrial Employment (§143144) Mutual Obligations (8179180)
The Familia Rustica(8§145) The New Clients(8181)

Farm Slaves(8146147) Duties and Rewardy(8182)
TheV o | i(8&48)s Ho s p (8183184)
TheFami | i a (8148155 n a Obligations of Hospitium (§185)

Legal Status of Slave$8156157)

129. Growth of Slavery So far as we may learn from history and legend, slavery was
always known at Rome. lihe early days of the Republic, however, the farm was the only
place where slaves were employed. The fact that most of the Romans were farmers and
that they and their free laborers were constantly called from the fields to fight the battles
of their county led to a gradual increase in the number of slaves, until slaves were far
more numerous than the free laborers who worked for hire. We cannot tell when the
custom became general of employing slaves in personal service and in industrial pursuits,
butitwas one of the grossest evils resultin



century of the Republic not only most of the manual labor and many trades but also
certain of what we now call professions were in the hands of slaves and freedmen. The
wagesand living conditions of free labor were determined by the necessity of competition
with slave labor. Further, every occupation in which slaves engaged was degraded in the
eyes of men of free descent until all manual labor was looked upon as dishonidrable.
small farms were more and more absorbed in the vast estates of the rich; the sturdy native
yeomanry of Rome grew fewer from the constant wars, and were supplanted by foreign
stock with the increase of slavery and frequency of manumissidbig. By the time of
Augustus most of the fregorn citizens who were not soldiers were either slaveholders
themselves or the idle proletariat of the cities, and the plebeian classes wadyedfrg
foreign, not Italian, descent.

130 Ruinous as were the economic results of slavery, the moral effects were no less
destructive. To slavery more than to any other one factor is due the change in the
character of the Romans in the first centoiriyhe Empire. With slaves swarming in their
houses, ministering to their love of luxury, pandering to their appetites, directing their
amusements, managing their business, and even educating their children, it is no wonder
that the old virtues of the Roms, simplicity, frugality, and temperance, declined and
perished. And with the passing of Roman manhood into oriental effeminacy began the
passing of Roman sway over the civilized world.

131. Numbers of SlavesWe have almost no testimony as to thenbhar of slaves in
Italy, none even as to the ratio of the free to the servile popul¥iéam have indirect
evidence enough, however, to make good the statements in the precedingpbes.al hat
slaves were few in early times is shown by their na@é) if it had been usual for a
master to have more than one slave, such namddJas ¢ angaIr i waould nothave
sufficed to distinguish them. An idea of the rapid increase in the number of slaves after
the Punic Wars may be gained from the number of captives sold into slavery by successful
generals. Scipio Aemilianus is said to have disposed in this way @®GG#&thaginians,
Marius of 140,000 Cimbri, Aemilius Paulus of 150,000 Greeks, Pompeius and Caesar
together of more than a million Asiatics and Gauls.

132 The very insurrections of the slaves, unsucces—*'
though they always were, also testify teith
overwhelming numbers. Of the two in Sicily, the first
lasted from 134 to 132 B.C., the second from 102 to
B.C., in spite of the fact that at the close of the first tr
consul Rupilius had crucified 20,000, whom he had t:
alive, as a warning to leérs to submit in silence to thei
servitude Spartacus defied the armies of Rome for tw
years, and in the decisive battle with Crassus (71 B.(
l eft 60, 000 dead upon ¢t
Catiline show clearly that it was the calling @fithe ‘
hordes of slaves by the conspirators that was most =~ CAPTIVES ON THEIR WAY TO BE SOLD
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dreaded in the city.

133 About the number of slaves under the Empire we may get some idea from more
direct testimony. Horace implies that ten slaves were as few as a gentleman in even
moderatecircumstances could afford to own. He himself had two in town and eight on his
little Sabine farm, though he was a poor man and his father had been a slave. Tacitus tells
us of a city prefect who had four hundred slaves in his mansion. Pliny the Eld¢haay
one Caius Caecilius Claudius Isodorus left at his death over four thousand slaves.
Athenaeus (174230 A.D.) gives us to understand that individuals owned as many as ten
thousand and twenty thousahdhe fact that house slaves were sometimes divided into
A gr oup sdeaufiag indicatas hojv numerous slaves were.

134. Sources of SupplyUnder the Republic most slaves brought to Rome and offered
there for sale were capés taken in war. An idea of the magnitude of this source of
supply has already been given131). The captives were sold as soon as possible after
they were taken, in order that theneral might be relieved of the trouble and risk of
feeding and guarding such large numbers of men in a hostile country. The sale was
conducted by a quaestor; the purchasers were the wholesale slave get8&rshat
always followed an army, along with other traders and peddlers. A $@std (which
was always the sign of a sale conducted under public authority, was set up in the ground
to mark the place of sale, and the cagrihad garlands on their heads, as did victims
offered in sacrifice. Hence the expressisng b h a s antls uvbU ncoorreamg v Un
to have practically the same meaning, 0t

135. The wholesale dealem@ n g Pasdérabled their purchases in convenient depots,
and,when sufficient numbers had been collected,
marchedhem to Rome, in chains and under guard,
be sold to local dealers or to private individuals. Th
slaves obtained in this way were usually men and
likely to be physically sound and strong for the sim|
reason that they had been soldiers. On the othet hi

. . Fie. 58
they were likely to prove intractable and ungoverné WwouNDED GAUL KILLING HIMSELF

Many prisoners preferred death to slavery,

and many preferred even suicide to servitude. It
sometimes happened, of course, that the inhabitants of towns and whole districts were
sold into slavery without distinction of age or sex.

136. Under the Empire large numbers of slaves came to Rome as articles of ordinary
commerce, and Rome became one of the great slave marts of the world. Slaves were
brought from all the provinces of the Empire: blacks came from Egypt, swift runners from
Numidia,grammarians from Alexandria; those who made the best house servants came
from Cyrene; handsome boys and girls, and-ivalhed scribes, accountants,
amanuenses, and even teachers, came from Greece; experienced shepherds came from
Epirus and lllyria; Capgdocia sent the most patient and enduring laborers.
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137. Some of the slaves were captives taken in the petty wars that Rome was always
waging in defense of her boundaries, but they were numerically insignificant. Others had
been slaves in the counsiéom which they came, and merely exchanged old masters for
new when they were sent to Rome. Still others were the victims of slave hunters, who
preyed on weak and defenseless peoples two thousand years ago much as slave hunters
are said to have done irfrica until very recent times. These mlaants were not
prevented, though perhaps not openly countenanced, by the Roman governors.

138 A less important source of supply was the natural increase in the slave population
as men and women formed perman=nnections with each other, calleshtubernia
This became of general importance only late in the Empire, because in earlier times,
especially during the period of conquest, it was found cheaper to buy than to breed slaves.
To the individual owner, hogwer, the increase in his slaves in this way was a matter of as
much interest as the increase in his flocks and herds. Such slaves would be more valuable
at maturity, for they would be acclimated and less liable to disease, and, besides, would be
trained fom childhood in the performance of the very tasks for which they were destined.
They would also have more | ove for their
children were often their playmates. It was only natural, therefore, for slaves born in
thefamiliat o have a claim upon their master s
lacked, and it is not surprising that they were proverbially pert and forward. They were
calledvernaeso long as they remained the property of their first master.

139. Sales of SlavesSlave dealers usually offered their wares at public auction sales.
These were under the supervision of the aediles, who appointed the place of the sales and
made rules and regulations to govern them. A tax was imposed on impaxtesl Jihey
were offered for sale with their feet whitened with chalk; those from the East had their
ears bored, a common sign of slavery among oriental peoples. When bids were to be
asked for a slave, he was made to mount a stone or platform, corresgording he f b |
familiar to the readers of our own history. From his neck hung a stralli§), setting
forth his character and serving as a warrant for the purchaser. If the slave had defects not
made known in this warrant, the vendor was bound tohakdback within six months or
make good the loss to the buyer. The chief items ititilas were the age and nationality
of the slave, and hIS freedom from such common defects as chrdmeealih, especially
wawg cpilepsy, and tendencies to thievery, rmgnaway, and

&Y suicide.In spite of the guarantee, the purchaser took
£ .4 care to examine the slaves as closely as possible. For
£ A this reason they were commonly stripped, made to
.1 move around, handled freely by the purchaser, and
=hada-et €ven examined by physicians. b warrant was given
Jr—— by the dealer, a capileus was put on th
SALE OF A SLAVE head at the time of the sale, and the purchaser took all
risks. The dealer might also offer the slaves at private
sale. This was the rule in the case of all slaves of unusual valusspecially of those
with marked personal beauty. These were not exposed to the gaze of the crowd, but were




exhibited only to persons who were likely to purchase. Private sales and exchanges
between citizens without the intervention of a regular deadee &ws common as the sales
of other property, and no stigma was attached to them. The traderd they @51185%

on the other hand, was looked upon as utterly disreputable virag #ery lucrative and
great fortunes were often made in it. Vilest of all the dealers wete tha @whdiept
and sold women slaves for immoral purposes only.

140. Prices of SlavesThe prices of slaves varied as did the prices of other
commodites.Much depended upon the times, the
supply and demand, the characteristics and
accomplishments of the particular slave, and the
requirements of the purchaser. Captives bought |
the battlefield rarely brought more than nominal
prices, because the salas in a measure forced (
134), and because the dealer was sure to lose a
part of his purchase on the long march to Rome,
through disease, fatigue, and, especially, suicide
There is a famous piece of statuary representing
hopeless Gaul killing his wife and then himself (F
62). We are told that Lucullus once sold slaves ir
camp at an average price of eighty cents each. It
Rome male slaves varied in value from $10@l gar
common laborers in the time of Horace, to $28,0!
paid by Marcus Scaurus for an
accomplishegrammaticug8 112. Handsome boy
well trained and educated, sold for as much as
$4000. Very high prices were also paid for
handsome and accomplished girls. It seems strange to us that slaves were matched in size
and color as carefully as horses were once matched, and thatraateled pair of boys
would bring a much larger sum whsald together than when sold separately.

141. Public and Private SlavesSlaves were callesle r v Q amH eérl vi @ 0
p r O &ctbtdipg as they were owned by the State or by individuals. The condition of the
former was considered the more desirable: they were not so likely to be sold, were not
worked so hard, and were not exposed to the whims apaceous master. They were
employed to take care of the public buildings and as servants of the magistrates and
priests. The quaestors and aediles had great numbers of them in their serviseeSoned
p 1 b Werecddlled as a corps of firemen to servaightunderthe r i umvi r o noc
Others were employed as lictors, jailers, executioners, etc. The number of public slaves,
though considerable in itself, was inconsiderable as compared with that of those in private
service.

142. Private SlavesPrivate slaves were either employed in the personal service of their
master and his family or were kept for gain. The former, known together fsriia
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u r b Owill be described later. The latter may be classified according as they were kept
for hire or enployed in the business enterprises of their master. Of these last the most
important as well as the olde§t129 class was that of the farm laborersgd mi | i a r |
Of the othes, engaged in all sorts of industries, it may be remarked that it was considered
more honorable for a master to employ his slaves in enterprises of his own than to hire
them out to others. However, slaves could always be hired for any desired purpose in
Rome or in any other city.

143. Industrial Employment. It must be remembered that in ancient times much work
was done by hand that is now done by machinery. In work of this sort were employed
armies of slaves fit only for unskilled labor: porters fog transportation of materials and
merchandise, stevedores for the loading and discharging of vessels, men who handled the
spade, pickax, and crowbar, men of great physical strength but of little else to make them
worth their keep. Above these came artssanechanics, and skilled workmen of every
kind: smiths, carpenters, bricklayers, masons, seamen, etc. The merchants and
shopkeepers required assistants, and so did the millers and bakers, the dealers in wool ani
leather, the keepers of lodgihguses andestaurants, all who helped to supply the
countless wants of a great city. Even the professions, as we should call them, were largely
in the hands of slaves. Books were multiplied by slaves. The artists who carved wood and
stone, designed furniture, laidosaics, painted pictures, and decorated the walls and
ceilings of public and private buildings were slaves. So were the musicians and the
acrobats, the actors and the gladiators who amused the people at the public games. So toc
as we have see8 (21), were some of the teachers in the schools; and physicians were
usually slaves.

144. Slaves did not merely perform these various functions under the direction of their
master or othe employer to whom he had hired them for the time. Many of them were
themselves captains of industry. When a slave showed executive ability as well as
technical knowledge, it was common enough for his master to furnish him with the capital
necessary toarry on independently the business or profession which he understood. In
this way slaves were often the managers of estates, of banks, of commercial enterprises,
though these might take them far beyond
foreign countries. Sometimes such a slave was expected to pay the master annually a fixe:
sum out of the proceeds of the business; sometimes he was allowed to keep for himself a
certain share of the profits; sometimes he was merely required to repay thévsunced,
with interest from the time he had received it. In all cases, however, his industry and
intelligence were stimulated by the hope of acquiring sufficient means from the venture to
purchase his freedom and eventually make the business his own.

145. TheFamilia Rustica Under the nameé a mi | i are comnided thesslaves that
were employed upon the vast estates that long before the end of the Republic had begun t
supplant the small farms of the earlier day. The very name points to this change, for it
implies that the estate was lomger the only home of the master. He had become a
landlord; he lived in the capital and visited his lands only occasionally for pleasure or for
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business. The estates may, therefore, be divided into two classes: countryseats for pleasut
(8 449 and farms or ranches for prof@§ 429447). The former were selected with great
care, the purchaser having regardheir proximity to the city or other resorts of fashion,
their healthfulness, and the natural beauty of their scenery. They were maintained upon
the most extravagant scale. There were villas and pleasure grounds, parks and game
preserves, fish ponds@artificial lakes, everything that ministered to of@nluxury.

Great numbers of slaves were required to keep these places in order. Many of them were
slaves of the highest class: landscape gardeners, experts in the culture of fruits and
flowers, exper even in the breeding and keeping of birds, game, and fish, of which the
Romans were inordinately fond. These had under them assistants and laborers of every
sort. All the slaves were subject to the authority of a superintendent or steward){ c u s
who had been put in charge of the estate by the master.

FIG. 66
A SEASIDE VILLA
From a Pompeian fresco.

146. Farm SlavesBut the namé a mi | i @& moré cheactegstically used of the
drudges upon the farms, because the slaves employed upon the countryseats were more
directly in the personal service of the master and can hardly be said to have been kept for
profit. The raising of grain for the market had lareased to be profitable in Italy; various
industries had taken its place upon the farms. Wine and oil had become the most
important products of the soil, and vineyards and olive orchards were found wherever
climate and other conditions were favorable tl€atnd swine were raised in countless
numbers, the former more for draft purposes and the products of the dairy than for beef.
Pork, in various forms, was the favorite meat dish of the Romans. Sheep were kept for the
wool; woolen garments were worn by theh and by the poor alike. Cheese was made in
large quantities, all the larger because butter was unknown. The keeping of bees was an
important industry, because honey served, so far as it could, the purposes for which sugar
Is used in modern times. Bdss these things that we are even now accustomed to
associate with farming, there were others that are now looked upon as distinct and
separate businesses. Of these the most important, perhaps, as it was undoubtedly the mos
laborious, was the quarrying stone. Important, too, were the making of brick and tile,
the cutting of timber and working it up into rough lumber, and the preparing of sand for
the use of the builder. This last was of much greater importance relatively then than now,
on account of thextensive use of concrete at Rome.

147. In some of these tasks, intelligence and skill were required as they are today, but in
many of them the most necessary qualifications were strength and endurance, as the slave
took the place of much of the nracery of modern times. This was especially true of the
men employed in the quarries, who were usually of the rudest and most ungovernable
class, and were worked in chains by day and housed in dungeons by night.
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148. TheV ¢ | i Tbheunmanagement of such a farm was also intrusted @ la (8149, s
who was proverbially a hard taskmaster, simply because his hopes of freedom depended
upontheamountgdr of it s he could turn i nto his m
His task was no easy one. Besides overseeing the gangs of slaves already mentioned and
planning their work, he might have under his charge another body of slaves, only less
numerous, mployed in providing for the wants of the others. On the large estates
everything necessary for the farm was produced or manufactured on the place, unless
conditions made only highly specialized farming profitable. Enough grain was raised for
food, and ths grain was ground in the farm mills and baked in the farm ovens by millers
and bakers who were slaves on the farm. The mill was usually turned by a horse or a
mule, but slaves were often made to do the grinding as a punishment. Wool was carded,
spun, andvoven into cloth, and this cloth was made into clothes by the female slaves
under the eye of )¢ Buddmngsware atetted, andthresools t
and implements necessary for the work of the farm were made and repaired. These things
required a number of carpenters, smiths, and masons, though such workmen were not
necessarily of the highest class. It wias touchstone of a goadd | to keapshis men
always busy, and it is to be understood that the slaves were alternately plowmen and
reapers, vinedressers and treaders of the grapes, perhaps even quarrymen and lumberme
according to the season of the yaad the place of their toiling.

149. TheF a mi | i a. Themudmber af slaves kept by the wealthy Roman in his city
mansion was measured not by his needs, but by the demands of fashion and his means. Ir
the early days a sort of butl&y ¢ r i),mmjordomo, had relieved the master of his
household cares, had done the buying, had kept the accounts, had seen that the house an
furniture were in order, and had looked after the few slaves who did the actual work.
Under the late Republic all this wasanged. Other slaves,
thep r @c 1 andditi srp U,metietied thd) t r i dYthespurehasing of the supplies and
the keeping of the accounts, and left to him merely the supervision of the house and its
furniture. The duties of the slaves under him were, in the same way, dedrdoubng a
number many times greater than the slaves of early days. Every part of the house had its
special staff of slaves, often so numerous as to be distributedeictiviae(8 133), with a
separate superintendent for edelturia one for the kitchen, another for the dining
rooms, another for the bedrooms, etc.

150. The very entrance door had assigned to it its special aset (i ot r O nji stho r
was some times chained to it like a watchdog, in order to keep him literally at his post.
The duties of the several sets were again divided and subdivided; each slave had some on
office to perform, and only one. The names ofithgous functionaries of the kitchen, the
dining-rooms, and the bedchambers are too numerous to mention, but an idea of the
complexity of the service may be gained from the number of attendants that assisted the
master and mistress with their toilets. Toemer had higr n xt@n;s o r ]
andc a | ¢ évbd cared for the feet), the latter her hairdressdr (1 or € | Wwed Uri us
and@r n Ubesidgxthese, each had no fewer than three or four to assist with the bath.
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The children, too, had each his or her own attendargsetimcluded, for both boy and
girl, then | t, and,»n the case of the boy, {hea e d a gnd thep® d i $8€428u 0

151 When the master or mistress left the house, a nwseetinue was deemed
necessary. If he or she walked, slav@(t e a m pweht @efoté $o clear the way, and
pages and lackeys followed, carrying wraps or the sunshade and fan of the mistress, and
ready to perform any little service that might be neags3de master was often
accompanied out of the house by hi® me n ¢wh&grompted him in case he had
forgotten the name of anyone who greeted him. If the master did not walk, he was carried
in a litter { e c,tFig.@19, somewhat like a sedan ch@ilie bearers were strong men, by
preference Syrians or Cappadocia®4.89, all carefully matched in siz& (40) and
dressed in gorgeous liveries. As each member of the household had his own litter and
bearers, this one class of slaves made an important item in the family budget. When
master or mistress rode in this way, the same attendants accompanied hiem disay
walked. At night, as there were no street ligBt283, torches had to be carried by some
of the attendants to light the way.

152 When the master dined at the hoofa friend, his slaves attended him at least as
far as the door. Some remained with him to care for his sandals, and atidexs € r 3 i t Or
returned at the appointed hour to see him home. A journey out of the city was a more
serious matter and called for more pomp and display. In addition to the horses and mules
that drew the carriages of those who rode, there were mountececaitaittl beasts of
burden loaded with baggage and supplies. Numerous slaves followed on foot, and an
occasional Roman even had a band of gladiators to act as escort and bodyguard. It is not
too much to say that the ordinary train of a wealthy travelerdeduozens, perhaps
scores, of slaves.

153 Among théf a mi | i anustibre huthheaed also those who furnished amusement
and entertainment for the master and his guests, especially during and after meals. There
were musicians and readers, and, for persons of less refined tastes, dancers, jesters,
dwarfs, anceven misshapen freaks. Under the Empire little children were kept for the
same purpose.

154 Lastly may be mentioned the slaves of the highest class, the confidential assistants
of the master, the amanuenses who wrote his letters, the secretarlepivhis accounts,
and the agents through whom he collected his income, audited the reports of his stewards
and managers, made his investments, and transacted all sorts of business matters. The
greater the luxury and extravagance of the house, the mameaster would need these
trained and experienced men to relieve him of cares, and by their fidelity and skill to make
possible the gratification of his tastes and passions.

155 Such a staff as has been descrilg&ti5ig belonged, of course, only to a wealthy
and ostentatiously fashionable man. Persons with really good sense had only such slaves
as could be profitably employed. Atticus, the friend of Cicero, a man of sufficesaithw
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and social position to defy the demands of fashion, kept in his serviceasnbe(8

138), and had them so carefully trained that the meanest could read and write for him.
Cicero, on the other hand, could not think it good form to have a slave do more than one
kind of work, and Cicero was not to be considered a rich man.

156. Legal Status of SlavesS'he power of the master over the sldeejinica
p ot e(826Umas absolute. The master could assign to the slave laborious and
degrading tasks, punish him even unto death at his sole discretion, sell him, and kill him
(or turn him out in the street to die) when age or illness had made him incapable of labor.
Slaves were mere chattels in the eyes of the law, like oxen or horses. They could not
legally hold property, they could not make contracts, they could testify i @oly on
the rack, they could not marry. The free perisom p a t r i was lifl®keteesoff Ut e
legally & 20, but there were two important differences between the son, for example, and
the slave. The son was relieved ofghe t eostheltlsath ofthe at er @a9ni | i Us
but the death of the master did not make the slave free. Again, the condition of the son
was ameliorated by i e (8 TBsand public opiniong8 2122), but there was @i eftrU s
the slave, and public opinion operated in his behalf only to a limitgikdelt did enable
him to hold as his own his savings 162, and it also gave a sort of sanction to the
permanent unions of male and female slaves catiatubernia(§ 138, but in other
respects it did little for his benefit.

157. Under the Empire various laws were passed that seemed to recognize the slave as :
person, not a thing; it was forbiddensiell him to become a fighter with wild beasts in the
amphitheater; it was provided that the slave should not be put to death by the master
simply because he was too ol d o0%9tslmad i | |
become free by the act; at last the master was forbidden to kill the slave at all without due
process of law. As a matter of fact, these laws were very generally disregarded, much as
are our laws for the premgon of cruelty to animals, and it may be said that it was only
the influence of Christianity that at last changed the condition of the slave for the better.

158. The Treatment of SlavesThere was nothing in the stern and selfish character of
the Raman that would lead us to expect from him gentleness or mercy in the treatment of
his slaves. At the same time, he was too shrewd and sharp in all matters of business to
forget that a slave was a piece of valuable property, and to run the risk of theitgasy
of that property by wanton cruelty. Much depended, of course, upon the character and
temper of the individual owner. The case of Vedius Pollio, in the time of Augustus, who
ordered a slave to be thrown alive into a pond as food for the fishdeelsauhad broken a
goblet, may be offset by that of Cicero, whose letters to his slave Tiro disclose real
affection and tenderness of feeling. If we consider the age in which the Roman lived, and
pass for a moment the matter of punishments, we may sayethas exacting as a
taskmaster rather than habitually cruel to his slaves.

159 Of the daily life of the town slave we know little except that his work was light and
that he was the envy of the drudge upon the farm. Of the treatment of the lagetr we
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some knowledge from the writings of the Elder Cato, who may be taken as a fair
specimen of the rugged farmer of his time (2348 B.C.). He held that slaves should

always be at work except in the hours, few enough at best, allowed them for sldsp, and
took pains to find plenty for his to do even on the public holidays. He advised farmers to
sell immediately woryout draft cattle, diseased sheep, broken implements, aged and
feeble sl aves, Aand other useless things

160. Food and DressSlaves wee fed on coarse food, but, when Cato tells us that
besides the monthly allowance of grain (about a bushel) they were to have merely the
fallen olives, or, if these were lacking, a little salt fish and vinegar, We must remember
that this allowance correspded closely to the common food of the poorer Romans.
Every student of Caesar knows that grain was the only ration of the sturdy soldiers that
won his battles for him. A slave received a tunic every year, and a cloak and a pair of
wooden shoes every twoams. Worrout clothes were returned to thé | to beunmmade
up into patchwork quilts. We are told that thé | aften gcheated the slaves by stinting
their allowance for his own benefit; and we cannot doubt that he, a slave himself, was
more likely to be brutal and cruel than the master wowe teen.

161 But, entirely apart from the grinding toil and the harshness and insolence of the
overseer, and, perhaps, of the master, the mere restraint from liberty was torture enough ir
itself. There was little chance of escape by flight. In Greeslave might hope to cross
the boundary of the little state in which he served, to find freedom and refuge under the
protection of an adjoining power. But Italy had ceased to be cut up into hostile
communities, and, should the slave by a miracle reachdlider or the sea, no
neighboring state would dare defend him or even hide him from his Roman master. If he
attempted flight, he must live the life of an outlaw, with organized bands of slave hunters
on his track, with a reward offered for his returng amspeakable tortures awaiting him
as a warning for others. It is no wonder, then, that slaves sometimes sought rest from their
labors by a voluntary deatB (40. It must be remebered that many slaves were men of
good birth and high position in the countries from which they came, many of them even
soldiers, taken on the field of battle with weapons in their hands.

162. TheP e ¢ T | Wethawe seen that the free man  p att & sciulbitpablegally
hold property, and that all he acquired belonged strictly tplaist e r @ a0n\we i Us
have seen, however, that property assigned to him lpatlee fami i He svas allowed to
hold, manage, and use just as if it were his @®v2. The same thing was true in the
case of a slave, and his property was called by the same pagne { )I Hisiclaim to it
could not be maintained by law, but was confirmed by public opinion and by inviolable
custom. If the master respected these, there were several ways in which an industrious ant
frugal slave could scrape together bit by bit a little fuhbis own; his chance of doing so
depended in great measure, of course, upon the generosity of his master and his own
position in théamilia.

163 If the slave belonged to tiea mi | i ahe pppatunities avere not so good, but,
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by stinting himself, he might save something from his monthly allowance of $oba(,

and he might do a little work forrself in the hours allowed for sleep and rest, tilling,

for example, a few square yards of garden for his own benefit. If he was a city slave, there
were, besides these chances, the tips fr
bribe for someittle piece of knavery or a reward for its success. We have already seen
that a slave teacher received presents from his pgpll2. It was not at all uncommon,

as has been saiftyr a shrewd master to teach a slave a trade and allow him to keep a
portion of the increased earnings which his deftness and skill would bring. Frequently,

too, the master would furnish the capital and allow the slave to start in business and retain
a pation of the profits § 144.

164. For the master such action was undoubtedly profitable in the long run. It stimulated
the slaveds energy and maldtalsolurnishedreomreans ¢ o n
of control more effective than the severest corporal punishment, and that without physical
injury to the chattel. To the ambitious slave the ¢ 1 faivetanfeast a chance of
freedom, for he hoped to save enough in time joHnself from his master. Many, of
course, preferred to use their earnings to purchase little comforts and luxuries nearer than
distant liberty. Some upon whom a high price was set by their owners used
theirp e ¢ 1 o buy for themselves cheaper slawelsom they hired out to the
employers of laborers already mentiong8d 43. In this way they hoped to increase their
savings more rapidly.viThUandlsgaly berigsd tostHea v e
owner of his master, but public opinion regarded him as a part of the slave
ma s tpeercd dTheslave had only a life interest in his savings: a slave could have no
heirs, and he could not dispose of his savings by will. If he idislavery, his property
went to his master. Public slavés14]) were allowed as one of their greatest privileges
to dispose by will of ondaalf of their property.

165 At the best the accumulation of a sum large enough to buy his liberty was pitifully
slow and painful for the slave, all the more because the more energetic and industrious he
was the higher the price that would be set upon Bid¥(Q. We cannot help feeling a
great respect for the man who at so great a price obtained his freedom. We can
sympathize, too, with the poor fellows who had to take from their little hoards to make to
themembers f t heir masterso6é families the pres
occasions as the marriage of one of them, the naming of adhild(s 1:$9tor i cu s
the birthday of the mistres§ 01).

166. Punishmentslt is not the purpose diie following sections to catalogue the

fiendish tortures sometimes inflicted upon slaves by their masteey.

were not very common, for the reason suggest&dlisg and were a

more characteristic of the ordinary correction of slaves than lynching is
characteristic of the administration of justice in our own states. Certain
punishments, however, are so frequently mentioned in Latin literature that a
description of them is necesry in order that the passages in which they
occur may be understood by the reader.

Fra. 70
A FLAGELLUM
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