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Introduction to the Florilégium Series 
 

 

The Florilégium Series in History is a four-year study in which the flowers of the historical 

record are examined for their cultural value and moral lesson. In the first year, students are 

immersed in the aesthetic and investigative spirit of the ancient Greeks. In the second, they 

observe the Roman political and legal genius. In the third year, students follow the political and 

cultural development of Europe from its Christian origins to its modern catastrophes. Finally 

they explore the distinctive history and government of their own American nation. By 

uncovering our ancient and modern origins, the student arrives at deeper self-knowledge and a 

better appreciation of his cultural patrimony. What we have called the florilégium approach to 

history is no educational novelty, but rather the methodical application and intensification of 

what many excellent instructors have always practiced. It is best characterized by contrasting it 

to the ñtextbookò and ñgreat bookò methods. These are the extremes of secondary education to 

which the florilégium method is a proper mean. Consider first the strengths and weakness of 

these other two methods. 

 

The ñtextbookò (or ñlectureò) method conveys the primary facts of history, as best as these 

have been ascertained, together with a coherent and temporally progressive interpretation of the 

whole subject. This method has the virtue of simplifying and clearly organizing the material for 

consumption by students. If done well, it can provide a framework for the student to 

meaningfully locate himself, the current culture, and his nation within the larger course of human 

events. The deficiencies of this system are also manifest to anyone who has examined a 

textbook. How quickly they become dated! Although continual evolution of textbooks provides a 

good business model for textbook publishers, it is educationally indefensible. Should the 

meaning and value of the past change from one edition to the next? Modern textbook authors 

naturally project into the past our present attitudes and biases, and the consequent predictability 

also yields boredom. We shall speak nothing of the lost opportunities for learning! By no means 

are these histories able raise the student beyond the narrow horizon of our debased modern 

culture. 

 

In response not only to the inherent weakness of such a method, but also its present abuse, 

the ñgreat bookò (or ñtutorialò) method has been favored by many who attach signal importance 

to literary excellence and active rational inquiry. Great teachers of the past have, it is said, left 

behind for us profound works that even today inform and educate. Our education should 

therefore consist principally in reading and studying these texts. With rhetorical flourish, the 

image is presented of Thucýdides and Plútarch, Lívy and Tácitus, eagerly attending to the 

devouring intellects of our students. The real teachers, it is said, are these great minds, not the 

living tutor. This model naturally appeals to some who prefer to educate their children at home. 

 

Practice, however, is generally unequal to the theory. Students are left without a common 

framework or timeline to unify these histories. Moreover, these works were written for educated 

adults. Excepting perhaps one youth in ten thousand, the intellects of adolescents are unprepared 

to absorb lofty genius by unguided reading. Common sense tells us that too little learning takes 

place, and experience confirms it. Ideas and aphorisms, poorly comprehended, are merely 

parroted. Minds obtain a veneer of learning which, when scratched, discloses a lack of depth, 

integration, and coordination. Without experience and adequate preparation in the liberal arts, 

many ñgreat booksò can hardly be approached. The sinews of their close argument must be 

attached to the rigorous skeleton of grammar, logic, and rhetoric. Indeed, early exposure to 
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ñgreat booksò without adequate guidance can produce an allergy to all such reading or, worse 

yet, the presumption of having mastered what is still above oneôs understanding. 

 

The excellence of the writing notwithstanding, much that is compassed by these authors is 

irrelevant to the student and tedious in its detail. Let it be granted than an author is insightful and 

elegant; nevertheless, his intent in writing will not likely conform to our intentions in educating 

children. Much of his narration or explanation may have served well the original audience, but 

has little value today to anyone but the professional historian. The funeral oration of Péricles, the 

death of Cȗsar, the battle of Ágincourt, and Edmund Burkeôs observations on the character of 

the American colonies can make indelible marks upon impressionable minds. But endless 

parades of Athénian military skirmishes, Roman cónsuls, French dynastic squabbles, or New 

Deal legislation, do not produce any improvement in the student. He would be wholly justified in 

asking, ñWhy am I studying this?ò We must, moreover, keep in mind that the moral standards of 

many famed authors depart substantially from those we would impart to our children. There can 

be no question of presenting without fundamental criticism the principles of Epicúrus, 

Machiavélli, or Marx, no matter how historically significant their works may be. We cannot 

surrender children to perverse and dangerous authors simply because the latter have been 

inscribed by a nameless authority into a canon of ñimportantò thinkers. Let parents and educators 

beware; what we call a ñgreat bookò must be truly great! 

 

An effective answer to these difficulties is the florilégium method.  The ideal remains to read 

the best that has been written: the most significant, the most beautiful, the most edifying. But 

even the greatest of authors cannot maintain himself perpetually on that high plane of wisdom. 

For lesser authors, brilliance is the exception, rather than the rule.  Given the limited time of the 

student and the mountain of cultural material available to the instructor, a selection process is 

inevitable. Should some part of the landscape of western civilization be painted with such detail 

that important features of the whole scene are left out? To demand that historical records be read 

in their entirety is to guarantee that much of serious value is kept entirely out of view.  Every 

Athénian military skirmish means just that much less time to concentrate on matters of greater 

importance. The florilégium method excerpts and gathers together what is worthy of the 

studentôs time, thereby increasing his cultural exposure. With proper help and encouragement, he 

will as an adolescent acquire a taste for such reading, in which case he may, as an adult already 

proficient in the necessary intellectual tools, read these same works in their entirety. 

 

To address the remaining weakness of the ñgreat bookò method, the readings are indexed to a 

concise outline, thereby supplying a framework in which they may hang together coherently. 

Typically, the student will read each chapter of the outline, mastering names, dates, and facts to 

be tested by the instructor. (As an aid to mastery, a pronunciation guide is appended to the 

outline.) He will then read the corresponding passages of the florilégium to perfect and deepen 

his understanding. The florilégium serves as a starting point for discussion and written essays. It 

is not intended to convey easily tested historical fact of the sort presented in the outline, but 

rather the historical, cultural, and simply human perspective that students should obtain before 

becoming adults. All the while, students are steeped in the fluency of fine English. For the 

student preparing to enter college or the seminary, this is a method of study far more fruitful than 

either the textbook or ñgreat bookò method. 

 

Beatae Mariae Semper Virgini 

Mediatrici, Coredemptrici, et Advocatae 

  

Jeffrey C. Kalb, Jr. 

Series Editor 
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Authorôs Preface to the 1901 Edition 
 

 

   This book is intended to be a guide and a help to the study and teaching of Roman history. Its 

purpose is to assist the teacher to do what Dr. Arnold regarded as the great work of every 

instructor of Roman history, namely, ñto lodge in the mind of the pupil the concept of Rome.ò To 

this end, care has been taken to select and emphasize those facts and events which illustrate the 

real character of the Roman people, which show the progressive development of Rome as a 

world-power, and which explain the influence that Rome has exercised upon modern civilization.  

 

   The history of Rome has, in many respects, the unity of a great epic; and the interest in its 

study grows and becomes intensified to the extent that this unity is perceived. The attempt has 

been made, therefore, to keep before the mind of the pupil the real sequence of events, to show 

the relation between successive periods, to place facts in their logical order, and to omit whatever 

might draw the mind away from the main lines of historical progress.  

 

   The early stages of Roman history are here presented according to what the author believes to 

be the most plausible and scientific views. The pupil should, of course, understand that the 

history of Rome, previous to the destruction of the city by the Gauls, is based largely upon 

traditions and upon inferences drawn from archæological investigations. He should know that 

there are different views regarding the significance of these traditions, and that many views 

which are accepted today may be rejected or modified to-morrow. But it can hardly be expected 

that the beginner can enter upon a critical examination of the sources and credibility of early 

Roman history, a work which must be reserved for more advanced students.  

 

   In tracing the growth of the Roman people, the effort has been made to keep clearly and 

prominently in view that which has given to this people their distinctive place in history: the 

genius for organization. The kingdom, the republic, and the empire are seen to be successive 

stages in the growth of a policy to bring together and organize the various elements of the 

ancient world. Attention is paid to the life and customs of the Roman people: their houses, meals, 

dress, marriage and other customs, education, etc.; but these have not been made so prominent as 

to lead the pupil to believe that the study of antiquities can take the place of the study of history 

in the proper sense of the word.  

 

   Special attention is called to the maps, which are intended to show the location of every place 

mentioned in the text. The series of ñprogressive mapsò shows in a clear way the gradual 

expansion of the Roman dominion. For the purpose of encouraging the reading of other books, 

each chapter is supplemented by two short lists of reading references, the one applying to the 

general subject-matter of the chapter, under the name of ñSelections for Readingò; and the other 

constituting a ñSpecial Studyò upon some especially important or interesting topic. A classified 

list of the most valuable and available books in the English language upon Roman history will be 

found in the appendix to this volume. Every experienced teacher knows that history cannot be 

adequately taught by means of any single book, and that too much importance cannot be attached 

to the use of suitable bibliographical aids. [Editorôs Note: The original maps and images have 

been replaced for greater legibility and image quality. The references mentioned by Dr. Morey 

have been replaced by the florilégium.] 

 

W. C. M. 

University of Rochester 

Rochester, New York 
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CHAPTER I 
 

INTRODUCTION - THE LAND AND THE PEOPLE  

 
The Character of Róman History, I.ðThe Geography of Ítaly, II.ðThe Peoples of Ítaly, III. 

 

 

I. THE CHARACTER OF RÓMAN HISTORY 

 

   Importance of Róman History .ðAs we begin the study of Róman history, we may ask 

ourselves the question, Why is this subject important and worthy of our attention? It is because 

Rome was one of the greatest powers of the ancient world, and has also exercised a great 

influence upon nearly all modern nations. There are a few great peoples, like the Hébrews, the 

Greeks, and the Rómans, who have done much to make the world what it is. If these peoples had 

never existed, our life and customs would no doubt be very different from what they are now. In 

order, then, to understand the world in which we live today, we must study these world-peoples, 

who may have lived many centuries ago, but who have given to us much that makes us what we 

are - much of our language, our literature, our religion, our art, our government and law. 

 

   Rome and the Ancient World.ðWe often think of the Rómans as the people who conquered 

the world. But Rome not only conquered the most important countries of the old world; she also 

made of these different countries one united people, so that the ancient world became at last the 

Róman world. The old countries which bordered upon the Mediterránean Sea, Cárthage and 

Égypt, Pálestine and Sýria, Greece and Macedónia, all became parts of the Róman Empire. The 

ideas and customs, the art and institutions, of these countries were taken up and welded together 

into what we call Róman civilization. We may, therefore, say that Rome was the highest product 

of the ancient world. 

 

   Rome and the Modern World.ðIf Rome held such an important relation to the ancient 

world, she has held a still more important relation to the modern world. When the Róman Empire 

fell and was broken up into fragments, some of these fragments became the foundation of 

modern states - Ítaly, Spain, France, and Éngland. Rome is thus the connecting link between 

ancient and modern history. She not only gathered up the products of the ancient world, she also 

transmitted these products to modern times. What she inherited from the past she bequeathed to 

the future, together with what she herself created. On this account we may say that Rome was the 

foundation of the modern world. 

 

   Phases of Róman History .ðAs we approach the study of Róman history, we shall find that 

we can look at it from different points of view; and it will present to us different phases. 

 

   In the first place, we may look at the external growth of Rome. We shall then see her territory 

gradually expanding from a small spot on the Tíber, until it takes in the whole peninsula of Ítaly, 

and finally all the countries on the Mediterránean Sea. Our attention will then be directed to her 

generals, her armies, her battles, her conquests. We may trace on the map the new lands and new 

peoples which she gradually brought under her sway. Looked at from this point of view, Rome 

will appear to us as the great conquering nation of the world. 

 
   Again, we may look at the way in which Rome ruled her subjects, the way in which she built 

up, from the various lands and peoples that she conquered, a great state, with its wonderful 

system of government and law. We shall then see the work of her statesmen and lawgivers, her 
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magistrates, her senate, and her assemblies. From this point of view she will seem to us the great 

governing nation of the world. 

 

   Finally, we may look at the way in which the Rómans were themselves improved in their 

manners and customs, as they came into contact with other peoples - how they learned lessons 

even from those whom they conquered, and were gradually changed from a rude, barbarous 

people to a highly civilized and cultivated nation. We shall see the straw-thatched huts of early 

times giving place to magnificent temples and theaters and other splendid buildings. We shall see 

the rude speech of the early Rómans growing into a noble language, capable of expressing fine, 

poetic feeling and lofty sentiments of patriotism. We shall also see Rome giving the fruits of her 

culture to the less favored peoples whom she takes under her control; and when she passes away, 

we shall see her bequeathing her treasures to future generations. From this point of view Rome 

will appear to us as the great civilizing nation of the world. 

 

   In order to understand the Rómans well, we should look at them in all these phases. We should 

study their conquests, their government, and their civilization. 

 

 

II. THE GEOGRAPHY OF ÍTALY  

 

   The Itálian Peninsula.ðThe study of Róman history properly begins with the geography of 

Ítaly; because it was in Ítaly that the Róman people had their origin, and it was here that they 

began their great career. It was only when the Rómans had conquered and organized Ítaly that 

they were able to conquer and govern the world. If we look at the map, we shall see that the 

position of the Itálian peninsula was favorable to the growth of the Róman power. It was situated 

almost in the center of the Mediterránean Sea, on the shores of which had flourished the greatest 

nations of antiquity: Égypt, Cárthage, Phînícia, Judéa, Greece, and Macedónia. By conquering 

Ítaly, Rome thus obtained a commanding position among the nations of the ancient world.  

 

   Boundaries and Extent of Í taly.ðIn very early times, the name ñÍtalyò was applied only to 

the very southern part of the peninsula. But from this small area it was extended so as to cover 

the whole peninsula which actually projects into the sea, and finally the whole territory south of 

the Alps. The peninsula is washed on the east by the Adriátic or Upper Sea, and on the west by 

the Tyrrhénian or Lower Sea. Ítaly lies for the most part between the parallels of thirty-eight 

degrees and forty-six degrees north latitude. It has a length of about 720 miles; a width varying 

from 330 to 100 miles; and an area of about 91,000 square miles. 

 

   The Mountains of Í taly.ðThere are two famous mountain chains which belong to Ítaly, the 

Alps and the Ápennines. (1) The Alps form a semicircular boundary on the north and afford a 

formidable barrier against the neighboring countries of Éurope. Starting from the sea at its 

western extremity, this chain stretches toward the north for about 150 miles, when it rises in the 

lofty peak of Mt. Blanc, 15,000 feet in height; and then continues its course in an easterly 

direction for about 330 miles, approaching the head of the Adriátic Sea, and disappearing along 

its coast. It is crossed by several passes, through which foreign peoples have sometimes found 

their way into the peninsula. (2) The Ápennines, beginning at the western extremity of the Alps, 

extend through the whole length of the peninsula, forming the backbone of Ítaly. From this main 

line are thrown off numerous spurs and scattered peaks. Sometimes the Ápennines have 

furnished to Rome a kind of barrier against invaders from the north.  
 

   The Rivers of Í taly.ðThe most important river of Ítaly is the Po, which, with its hundred 

tributaries, drains the fertile valley in the north, lying between the Alps and the Ápennines. The 
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eastern slope of the peninsula proper is drained by a large number of streams, the most noted of 

which are the Rúbicon, the Metáurus, the Frénto, and the Áufidus. On the western slope the most 

important river is the Tíber, with its tributary, the Ánio. 

 

 
 

   Climate and Products.ðThe climate of Ítaly varies greatly as we pass from the north to the 

south. In the valley of the Po the winters are often severe, and the air is chilled by the 

neighboring snows of the Alps. In central Ítaly the climate is mild and agreeable, snow being 

rarely seen south of the Tíber, except on the ranges of the Ápennines; while in southern Ítaly we 

approach a climate almost tropical, the land being often swept by the hot south wind, the sirócco, 

from the plains of África.  
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   The soil of Ítaly is generally fertile, especially in the plains of the Po and the fields of 

Campánia. The staple products in ancient times were wheat, the olive, and the vine. For a long 

period Ítaly took the lead of the world in the production of olive oil and wine. The production of 

wheat declined when Rome, by her conquests, came into commercial relation with more fertile 

countries, such as Égypt. 

 

   The Divisions of Í taly.ðFor the purpose of convenience and to aid us in our future study, we 

may divide ancient Ítaly into three divisions: northern, central, and southern.  

 

   (1) Northern Ítaly comprised the whole continental portion from the Alps to a line drawn from 

the river Mácra on the west to the Rúbicon on the east. It contained three distinct countries: 

Ligúria toward the west, Cisálpine Gaul in the center, and Venétia toward the east.  

 

   (2) Central Ítaly comprised the northern part of the peninsula proper, that is, the territory 

between the line just drawn from the Mácra to the Rúbicon, and another line drawn from the 

Sílarus on the west to the Frénto on the east. This territory contained six countries, namely, three 

on the western coast, - Etrúria, Látium, and Campánia; and three on the eastern coast and along 

the Ápennines, - Úmbria, Picénum, and what we call the Sabéllian country, which included many 

mountain tribes, chief among which were the Sábines, the Frentáni, and the Sámnites.  

 

   (3) Southern Ítaly comprised the rest of the peninsula and contained four countries, namely, 

two on the western coast, Lucánia and Brúttium, extending into the toe of Ítaly; and two on the 

eastern coast, Apúlia and Calábria (or Iapýgia), extending into the heel of Ítaly. 

 

 

III. THE PEOPLES OF ÍTALY  

 

   The Settlement of Í taly.ðLong before Rome was founded, every part of Ítaly was already 

peopled. Many of the peoples living there came from the north, around the head of the Adriátic, 

pushing their way toward the south into different parts of the peninsula. Others came from 

Greece by way of the sea, settling upon the southern coast. It is of course impossible for us to say 

precisely how Ítaly was settled. It is enough for us at present to know that most of the earlier 

settlers spoke an Índo-Européan, or Áryan, language, and that when they first appeared in Ítaly 

they were scarcely civilized, living upon their flocks and herds and just beginning to cultivate the 

soil. 

 

   The Itálic Tribes.ðThe largest part of the peninsula was occupied by a number of tribes 

which made up the so-called Itálic race. We may for convenience group these tribes into four 

divisions: the Látins, the Óscans, the Sabéllians, and the Úmbrians. 

 

   (1) The Látins dwelt in central Ítaly, just south of the Tíber. They lived in villages scattered 

about Látium, tilling their fields and tending their flocks. The village was a collection of straw-

thatched huts; it generally grew up about a hill, which was fortified, and to which the villagers 

could retreat in times of danger. Many of these Látin villages or hill-towns grew into cities, 

which were united into a league for mutual protection, and bound together by a common worship 

(of Júpiter Latiáris); and an annual festival which they celebrated on the Álban Mount, near 

which was situated Álba Lónga, their chief city. 

 

   (2) The Óscans were the remnants of an early Itálic people which inhabited the country 

stretching southward from Látium, along the western coast. In their customs they were like the 
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Látins, although perhaps not so far advanced. Some authors include in this branch the Ȗquians, 

the Hérnicans, and the Vólscians, who carried on many wars with Rome in early times.  

 

   (3) The Sabéllians embraced the most numerous and warlike peoples of the Itálic stock. They 

lived to the east and south of the Látins and Óscans, extending along the ridges and slopes of the 

Ápennines. They were devoted not so much to farming as to the tending of flocks and herds. 

They lived also by plundering their neighborsô harvests and carrying off their neighborsô cattle. 

They were broken up into a great number of tribes, the most noted of which were the Sámnites, a 

hardy race which became the great rival of the Róman people for the possession of central Ítaly. 

Some of the Sámnite people in very early times moved from their mountain home and settled in 

the fertile plain of Campánia.  

 

   (4) The Úmbrians lived to the north of the Sabéllians. They are said to have been the oldest 

people of Ítaly. But when the Rómans came into contact with them, they had become crowded 

into a comparatively small territory, and were easily conquered. They were broken up into small 

tribes, living in hill-towns and villages, and these were often united into loose confederacies. 

 

   The Etrúscans.ðNorthwest of Látium dwelt the Etrúscans, in some respects the most 

remarkable people of early Ítaly. Their origin is shrouded in mystery. In early times they were a 

powerful nation, stretching from the Po to the Tíber, and having possessions even in the plains of 

Campánia. Their cities were fortified, often in the strongest manner, and also linked together in 

confederations. Their prosperity was founded not only upon agriculture, but also upon 

commerce. Their religion was a gloomy and weird superstition, in which they thought that they 

could discover the will of the gods by means of augury, that is, by watching the flight of birds 

and by examining the entrails of animals. The Etrúscans were great builders; and their massive 

walls, durable roads, well-constructed sewers, and imposing sepulchers show the greatness of 

their civilization. 

 

   The Greeks in Í taly.ðBut the most 

civilized and cultivated people in Ítaly were 

the Greeks, who had planted their colonies 

at Taréntum, and on the western coast as far 

as Náples (Neápolis) in Campánia. So 

completely did these coasts become dotted 

with Greek cities, enlivened with Greek 

commerce, and influenced by Greek culture, 

that this part of the peninsula received the 

name of Great Greece (Mágna Grȗcia). 

  

   The Gauls.ðIf the Greeks in the extreme 

south were the most civilized people of 

Ítaly, the Gauls or Celts, in the extreme 

north, were the most barbarous. Crossing 

the Alps from western Éurope, they had 

pushed back the Etrúscans and occupied the 

plains of the Po; hence this region received 

the name which it long held, Cisálpine Gaul. 

They held this territory against the Ligúrians 

on the west and the Véneti on the east and 

for a long time were the terror of the Itálian 

people. 
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CHAPTER II  
 

THE BEGINNINGS OF ROME  

 
Traditions of the Early Kings, I.ðThe Situation of Rome, II.ðThe Origin of the City, III. 

 

 

I. TRADITIONS OF THE EARLY KINGS 
 

   The Early Legendary History.ðIn its 

beginnings, the history of Rome, like that of all 

other ancient peoples, is made up largely of 

traditions. But we must not suppose on this account 

that the early history of Rome is a mere blank. Like 

all other traditions, these stories have in them some 

elements of truth. They show to us the ideas and the 

spirit of the Róman people; and they show how the 

Rómans used to explain the origin of their own 

customs and institutions. While we may not believe 

all these stories, we cannot ignore them entirely; 

because they have a certain kind of historical value, 

and have become a part of the worldôs literature.  
 

Ænéas Bearing Anchíses from Troy (1729) 

Carle van Loo (1705-1765), Louvre Museum, Paris 

 

   Foundation of the City.ðAccording to the Róman legends, the origin of the city was 

connected with Álba Lónga, the chief city of Látium; and the origin of Álba Lónga was traced to 

the city of Troy in Ásia Mínor. After the fall of that famous city, it is said that the Trójan hero, 

Ænéas, fled from the ruins, bearing upon his shoulder his aged father, Anchíses, and leading by 

the hand his son, Ascánius. Guided by the star of his mother, Vénus, he landed on the shores of 

Ítaly with a band of Trójans, and was assured by omens that Látium was to be the seat of a great 

empire. He founded the city of Lavínium, and after his death his son Ascánius transferred the 

seat of the kingdom to Álba Lónga. Here his descendants ruled for three hundred years, when the 

throne was usurped by a prince called Amúlius. To secure himself against any possible rivals, 

this usurper caused his brotherôs daughter, Rhéa Sílvia, 

to take the vows of a véstal virgin. But she became the 

mother of twin children, Rómulus and Rémus; their 

father was Mars, the god of war. The wicked Amúlius 

caused the children to be thrown into the Tíber; but they 

remained under the guardianship of the gods. Drifting 

ashore at the foot of the Pálatine hill, they were nursed 

by a she-wolf, and were brought up at the home of a 

neighboring shepherd. And when they had grown to 

manhood, they founded (753 B.C.) the city of Rome on 

the Pálatine, where they had been providentially rescued. 

In a quarrel between the two brothers, Rémus was killed, 

and Rómulus became the king of the new city.  

 
Rómulus and Rémus Fed by She-Wolf (early 2

nd
 Century A.D.) 

Altar to Mars and Vénus, Palazzo Massimo alle Terme, Rome 
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   The Reign of Rómulus.ðRómulus was looked upon by the Rómans not only as the founder 

of their city, but as the creator of their social and political institutions. He is said to have peopled 

his new town by opening an asylum for refugees; and when he wanted wives for his people he 

captured them from the Sábines. After a war with the Sábines peace was made; and the two 

peoples became bound together into one city under the two kings, Rómulus and Títus Tátius. 

After the death of Títus, Rómulus reigned alone and gave laws to the whole people. He made 

many wars upon the neighboring towns, and after a reign of thirty-seven years he was translated 

to heaven and worshiped under the name of Quirínus. 

 

   Núma Pompílius.ðAfter a yearôs interregnum a Sábine named Núma Pompílius was elected 

as the second king of Rome. He is said to have been a very wise and pious man, and to have 

taught the Rómans the arts of peace and the worship of the gods. Núma is represented in the 

legends as the founder of the Róman religion. He appointed priests and other ministers of 

religion. He divided the lands among the people, placing boundaries under the charge of the god 

Términus. He is also said to have divided the year into twelve months, and thus to have founded 

the Róman calendar. After a peaceful reign of forty-two years, he was buried under the hill 

Janículum, across the Tíber. 

 

   Túllus Hostílius.ðThe third king, Túllus Hostílius, was chosen from the Rómans. His reign 

was noted for the conquest of Álba Lónga. In accounts of this war with Álba Lónga, the famous 

story is told of the Horátii and the Curiátii, three brothers in each army, who were selected to 

decide the contest by a combat, which resulted in favor of the Horátii, the Róman champions. 

Álba Lónga thus became subject to Rome. Afterward, Álba Lónga was razed to the ground, and 

all its people were transferred to Rome. Túllus, it is said, neglected the worship of the gods, and 

was at last, with his whole house, destroyed by the lightnings of Jove (Júpiter). 
 

 

The Oath of the Horátii (1784), Jacques-Louis David (1748-1825), Louvre Museum, Paris 

 

   Áncus Mártius .ðAfter the reign of Túllus the people elected Áncus Mártius, a Sábine and a 

grandson of Núma Pompílius. He is said to have published the sacred laws of his grandfather, 

and to have tried to restore the arts of peace. But, threatened by the Látins, he conquered many of 

their cities, brought their inhabitants to Rome, and settled them upon the Áventine hill. He 
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fortified the hill Janículum, on the other side of the Tíber, to protect Rome from the Etrúscans, 

and built across the river a wooden bridge (the Pons Sublícius). He also conquered the lands 

between Rome and the sea and built the port of Óstia at the mouth of the Tíber. 

 

   Credibility of the Legends.ðThese are in substance the stories which, decorated by many 

fanciful and miraculous incidents, the Rómans were proud to relate as explaining the beginnings 

of their city and the work of their early kings. These traditions have been shown to be unworthy 

of belief in many particulars. It is of course impossible, in a small book like this, even to suggest 

the many and various opinions which have been expressed regarding the credibility of early 

Róman history. It is enough to say that, while we need not believe all the incidents and details 

contained in these stories, we may find in them references to facts and institutions which really 

existed; and with the aid of other means, we may put these facts together so as to explain in a 

rational way the origin and growth of the famous city on the Tíber. 

 

 

II. THE SITUATION OF ROME 

 

   The Hills of Rome.ðTo obtain a more definite knowledge of the birth of Rome than we can 

get from the traditional stories, we must study that famous group of hills which may be called the 

ñcradle of the Róman people.ò By looking at these hills, we can see quite clearly how Rome 

must have come into being, and how it became a powerful city. The location of these hills was 

favorable for defense, and for the beginning of a strong settlement. Situated about eighteen miles 

from the mouth of the Tíber, they were far enough removed from the sea to be secure from the 

attacks of the pirates that infested these waters; while the river afforded an easy highway for 

commerce. 

 

   Their Relation to One Another.ðTo understand the relation of these hills to one another, we 

may consider them as forming two groups, the northern and the southern. The southern group 

comprised three hills: the Pálatine (Mons Palatínus), the Cȗlian (Mons Cȗlius), and the 

Áventine (Mons Aventínus), arranged in the form of a triangle, with the Pálatine projecting to the 

north. The northern group comprised four hills, arranged in the form of a crescent or semicircle, 

in the following order, beginning from the east: the Ésquiline (Mons Esquilínus), the Víminal 

(Mons Viminális), the Quírinal (Mons Quirinális), and the Cápitoline (Mons Capitolínus) - the 

last being a sort of spur of the Quírinal. These two groups of hills became, as we shall see, the 

seats of two different settlements. Of all the hills on the Tíber (Tíberis), the Pálatine occupied the 

most central and commanding position. It was, therefore, the people of the Pálatine settlement 

who would naturally become the controlling people of the seven-hilled city. 

 

   Their Relation to Neighboring Lands.ðBy looking at the neighboring lands about the Tíber 

we see that Rome was located at the point of contact between three important countries. On the 

south and east was Látium, the country of the Látins, already dotted with a number of cities, the 

most important of which was Álba Lónga. On the north was the country of the Sábines, a branch 

of the Sabéllian stock. On the northwest was Etrúria, with a large number of cities organized in 

confederacies and inhabited by the most civilized and enterprising people of central Ítaly. The 

peoples of these three different countries were pushing their outposts in the direction of the seven 

hills. It is not difficult for us to see that the time must come when there would be a struggle for 

the possession of this important locality.  
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III. THE ORIGIN OF THE CITY 

 

   The Látin Settlement on the Pálatine.ðSo far as we know, the first people to get a foothold 

upon the site of Rome were the Látins, who formed a settlement about the Pálatine hill. This 

Látin settlement was at first a small village. It consisted of a few farmers and shepherds who 

were sent out from Látium (perhaps from Álba Lónga) as a sort of outpost, both to protect the 

Látin frontier and to trade with the neighboring tribes. The people who formed this settlement 

were called Rámnes. They dwelt in their rude straw huts on the slopes of the Pálatine, and on the 

lower lands in the direction of the Áventine and the Cȗlian. The outlying lands furnished the 

fields which they tilled and used for pasturage. In order to protect them from attacks, the sides of 

the Pálatine hill were strengthened by a wall built of rude but solid masonry. This fortified place 

was called Róma Quadráta, or ñSquare Rome.ò It formed the citadel of the colony, into which 

the settlers could drive their cattle and conduct their families when attacked by hostile neighbors. 

What some persons suppose to be the primitive wall of the Pálatine city, known as the Wall of 

Rómulus, has in recent years been uncovered, showing the general character of this first 

fortification of Rome. 

 

   The Sábine Settlement on the Quírinal .ðOpposite the Pálatine settlement there grew up a 

settlement on the Quírinal hill. This Quírinal settlement seems to have been an outpost or colony 

of the Sábine people, just as the Pálatine settlement was a Látin colony. The Sábines were 

pushing southward from beyond the Ánio. The settlers on the Quírinal were called Títies; their 

colony formed a second hill-town, similar in character and nearly equal in extent to the Pálatine 

town. 

 

   Union of the Rómans and the Sábines.ðThe two hill-towns which thus faced each other 

naturally became rivals for the possession of the lands near the Tíber; but being so nearly of 

equal strength, neither could conquer the other. If these settlements had not been so close 

together, they might have indulged in occasional strife and still remained separate; but being near 

to each other, they were obliged to be constantly at war, or else to come to some friendly 

understanding. They chose the latter course, and after forming an alliance, were united by a 

permanent league, and really became a single city. To celebrate this union, the intervening space 

was dedicated to the two-faced god, Jánus, who watched the approaches of both towns, and 

whose temple was said to have been built by Núma. The Cápitoline hill was chosen as the 

common citadel. The space between the two towns was used as a common market place (fórum), 

and also as a place for the common meeting of the people (comítium). This union of the Pálatine 

and Quírinal towns into one community, with a common religion and government, was an event 

of great importance. It was, in fact, the first step in the process of ñincorporationò which 

afterward made Rome the most powerful city of Látium, of Ítaly, and finally of the world. 

 

   The Third Settlement, on the Cȗlian.ðThe union of the Rómans (Rámnes) and the Sábines 

(Títies) was followed by the introduction of a third people, called the Lúceres. This people was 

probably a body of Látins who had been conquered and settled upon the Cȗlian hill - although 

they are sometimes regarded as having been Etrúscans. Whatever may have been their origin, it 

is quite certain that they soon came to be incorporated as a part of the whole city community. 

The city of the early Róman kings thus came to be made up of three divisions, or ñtribesò (tríbus, 

a third part, from tres, three). The evidence of this threefold origin was preserved in many 

institutions of later times. The three settlements were gradually united into a single city-state 

with common social, political, and religious institutions. By this union the new city became 

strong and able to compete successfully with its neighbors. 
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CHAPTER III  
 

THE INSTITUTIONS OF EARLY ROME  

 
The Early Róman Society, I.ðThe Early Róman Government, II.ðThe Early Róman Religion, III. 

 

 

I. THE EARLY RÓMAN SOCIETY 

  

   The Social Institutions.ðWe have thus far traced the origin of the Róman city, according to 

what seem to be the most reasonable and generally accepted views. Various writers on early 

Róman history, of course, differ upon many matters of detail; but they are fairly well agreed that 

the Róman city grew out of a settlement of Látin shepherds and farmers on the Pálatine hill; and 

that this first settlement slowly expanded by taking in and uniting with itself the settlements 

established on the other hills. But to understand more fully the beginnings of this little city-state, 

we must look at the way in which the people were organized, that is, how they were arranged in 

social groups; how they were ruled; and how their society and government were held together 

and made strong by a common religion. Let us look first at the early social institutions.  

 

   The Róman Family.ðThe smallest group of Róman society was the family, which the early 

Rómans regarded as the most important and sacred of all human institutions. At its head was the 

household father (paterfamílias). He was supreme ruler over all the members of the household; 

his power extended to life and death. He had charge of the family worship and performed the 

religious rites about the sacred fire, which was kept burning upon the family altar. Around the 

family hearth were gathered the sons and daughters, grandsons and granddaughters, and also, the 

adopted children, all of whom remained under the power of the father as long as he lived. The 

family might also have dependent members, called ñclients,ò who looked up to the father as their 

ñpatronò; and also slaves, who served the father as their master. Every Róman looked with pride 

upon his family and the deeds of his ancestors; and it was regarded as a great calamity for the 

family worship to become extinct. 

  

   The Róman Gens.ðA number of families which were supposed to be descended from a 

common ancestor formed a clan, or gens. Like the family, the gens was bound together by 

common religious rites. It was also governed by a common chief or ruler (decúrio), who 

performed the religious rites, and led the people in war. 

 

   The Róman Cúria .ðA number of géntes formed a still larger group, called a cúria. In ancient 

times, when different people wished to unite, it was customary for them to make the union sacred 

by worshiping some common god. So the cúria was bound together by the worship of a common 

deity. To preside over the common worship, a chief (cúrio) was selected, who was also the 

military commander in time of war, and chief magistrate in time of peace. The chief was assisted 

by a council of elders; and upon the most important questions he consulted the members of the 

cúria in a common place of meeting (comítium). So that the cúria was a small confederation of 

géntes, and made what we might call a little state. 

 

   The Róman Tribes.ðThere was in the early Róman society a still larger group than the cúria; 

it was what was called the tribe. It was a collection of cúriæ which had united for purposes of 

common defense and had come to form quite a distinct and well-organized community, like that 

which had settled upon the Pálatine hill, and also like the Sábine community which had settled 

upon the Quírinal. Each of these settlements was therefore a tribe. Each had its chief, or king 
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(rex), who was priest of the common religion, military commander in time of war, and civil 

magistrate to settle all disputes. Like the cúria, it had also a council of elders and a general 

assembly of all people capable of bearing arms. Three of such tribes formed the whole Róman 

people.  

 

 

II. THE EARLY RÓMAN GOVERNMENT 

 

   The Growth of the Róman Government.ðIt will now be easy for us to understand how the 

government of the whole united city came into existence. Each of the tribes, as we have seen, 

had its own king, its council of elders, and its general assembly. When the tribes on the Pálatine 

and Quírinal hills united and became one people, their governments were also united and became 

one government. For example, their two kings were replaced by one king chosen alternately from 

each tribe. Their two councils of one hundred members each were united in a single council of 

two hundred members. Their two assemblies, each one of which was made up of ten cúriæ, were 

combined into a single assembly of twenty cúriæ. And when the third tribe is added, we have a 

single king, a council of elders made up of three hundred members, and an assembly of the 

people composed of thirty cúriæ.  

 

   The Róman King .ðThe Róman king was the chief of the whole people. He was elected by all 

the people in their common assembly and inaugurated under the approval of the gods. He was in 

a sense the father of the whole nation. He was the chief priest of the national religion. He was the 

military commander of the people, whom he called to arms in time of war. He administered law 

and justice, and like the father of the household had the power of life and death over all his 

subjects.  

 

   The Róman Senate.ðThe council of elders for the united city was called the sénate (from 

sénex, an old man). It was composed of the chief men of the géntes, chosen by the king to assist 

him with their advice. It comprised at first one hundred members, then two hundred, and finally 

three hundred, the original number having been doubled and tripled, with the addition of the 

second and third tribes. The senate at first had no power to make laws, only the power to give 

advice, which the king might accept or not, as he pleased.  

 

   The Comítia Curi áta.ðAll the people of the thirty cúriæ, capable of bearing arms, formed a 

general assembly of the united city, called the comítia curiáta. In this assembly each cúria had a 

single vote, and the will of the assembly was determined by a majority of such votes. In a certain 

sense the comítia curiáta was the ultimate authority in the state. It elected the king and passed a 

law conferring upon him his power. It ratified or rejected the most important proposals of the 

king regarding peace and war. The early city-state of Rome may then be described as a 

democratic monarchy, in which the power of the king was based upon the will of the people.  

 

 

III. THE EARLY RÓMAN RELIGION 

 

   The Growth of the Early Religion.ðLike the Róman government, so the early Róman 

religion grew up with the union of the various settlements into one community. When the 

different tribes came together into the Róman city, they selected Júpiter and Mars as their 

common gods to be worshiped upon the Cápitoline hill, together with Quirínus on the Quírinal. 

As the fire was kept burning on the family hearth, so the sacred fire of the city was kept burning 

in the temple of Vésta. The Róman people were filled with religious ideas. All power, from that 
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of the household father to that of the king, was believed to come from above. In peace and in war 

they lived in the presence of the gods, and sought to remember them by worship and festivals. 
  

 

Left: Bas Relief of Minérva from Ruins of Herculáneum; Left Center: Statue of Mars, Villa of Hádrian; 

Right Center: Colossal Statue of Céres, Róman Goddess of Grain, Vátican Museums; 

Right Flóra, Róman Goddess of Flowers, Cápitoline Museum, Rome 

 

   The Early Róman Deities.ðTo the ancestral gods 

which were worshiped in the family and gens, were 

added the gods of nature, which the Rómans saw 

everywhere. These earliest deities were those which 

naturally sprang from the imagination of a pastoral 

and agricultural people. In their gods they saw the 

protectors of their flocks and herds, and the guardians 

of the weather, the seasons, and the fruits of the soil. 

Jove (Júpiter) was the god of the sky and the elements 

of the air, the thunder and the lightning. Téllus was 

the goddess of the earth, and the mother of all living 

things; Sáturn, the god of sowing; and Céres, the 

goddess of the harvest; Minérva, the goddess of 

olives; Flóra, of flowers; and Líber, the god of wine.  
 

Bronze Statue of Júpiter Státor (1
st
 Century A.D.) 

              Musee d'Evreux 

 

   The Religious Officers.ðThe king was the supreme religious officer 

of the state; but he was assisted by other persons, whom he appointed 

for special religious duties. To each of the three great national gods, 

Júpiter, Mars, and Quirínus, was assigned a special priest, called a 

flámen. To keep the fires of Vésta always burning, there were 

appointed six véstal virgins, who were regarded as the consecrated 

daughters of the state. Special pontiffs, under the charge of a póntifex 

máximus, had charge of the religious festivals and ceremonies; and the 

fetiáles were entrusted with the formality of declaring war. 

 
Flámen (3

rd
 Century A.D.), Louvre Museum, Paris 
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  Relief of Véstal Virgin (2
nd

 Century A.D.)          Priestess with Censer and Sacrificing Man (1
st
 Century A.D.) 

             Antiquarium of the Pálatine          Glyptothek Museum, Munich 

 

  The Religious Observances.ðThe Rómans showed their remembrance of the gods in their 

prayers, offerings, and festivals. The prayers were addressed to the gods for the purpose of 

obtaining favors, and were often accompanied by vows. The religious offerings consisted either 

of the fruits of the earth, such as flowers, wine, milk, and honey; or the sacrifices of domestic 

animals, such as oxen, sheep, and swine. The festivals which were celebrated in honor of the 

gods were very numerous and were scattered through the different months of the year. The old 

Róman calendar contained a long list of these festival days. The new year began with March and 

was consecrated to Mars and celebrated with war festivals. Other religious festivals were devoted 

to the sowing of the seed, the gathering of the harvest, and similar events which belonged to the 

life of an agricultural people such as the early Rómans were.  
 

 

          Preparation of a Sacrifice (Early 2
nd

 Century A.D.)     Jánus, Vátican Museums, Rome 

     Louvre Museum, Paris 
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CHAPTER IV  

 

THE ETRÚSCAN KINGS OF ROME  

 
The Traditions of the Later Kings, I.ðThe Etrúscan Influence, II.ðThe Growth of the City, III. 

 

 

I. THE TRADITIONS OF THE LATER KINGS 

 

   The Later Kingdom.ðAs we come to the later kingdom, we shall see that many changes took 

place which made Rome quite different from what it was in the early period. The history is still 

based upon legends; but these legends are somewhat more trustworthy than the older ones. We 

shall see that Rome now came under foreign princes; and that the city was greatly improved, and 

its institutions were changed in many respects. These new kings, instead of being Rómans or 

Sábines, were Etrúscans, who gave to Rome something of the character of an Etrúscan city.  

 

   Tarquínius Príscus.ðThe first of these new kings, it is said, came from the Etrúscan city of 

Tarquínii, from which he derived his name. The story is told that, as he approached the city, an 

eagle came from the sky, and, lifting his cap from his head, replaced it. His wife, who was 

skilled in the Etrúscan art of augury, regarded the eagle as a messenger from heaven, and its act 

as a sign that her husband was to acquire honor and power. At the death of Áncus Mártius, 

Tarquínius became king. He carried on many wars with the neighboring peoples, the Látins and 

the Sábines. He was great in peace as well as in war. He drained the city, improved the Fórum, 

and founded a temple to Júpiter on the Cápitoline hill. After a reign of thirty-eight years, he was 

treacherously slain by the sons of Áncus Mártius. 

 

   Sérvius Túllius.ðThe next king was Sérvius Túllius, who is said to have been the son of a 

slave in the royal household, and whom the gods favored by mysterious signs. He proved a 

worthy successor to the first Tárquin. He made a treaty with the Látins, by which Rome was 

acknowledged as the head of Látium; and as a sign of this union, he built a temple to Diána on 

the Áventine hill. He enlarged the city and enclosed the seven hills within a single wall. After a 

reign of forty-four years, he was murdered by his own son-in-law, who became the next king.  

 

   Tarquínius Supérbus.ðTradition represents the last king, Tarquínius Supérbus, as a cruel 

despot. He obtained the throne by murder, and ruled without the consent of the senate or the 

people. He loved power and pomp. He continued the wars with the Látins. He also waged war 

with the Vólscians on the southern borders of Látium; and with the spoils there obtained he 

finished the temple of Júpiter on the Cápitoline hill. Although he scorned religion, it is related 

that he was induced to buy the Síbylline books from the inspired prophetess of Cúmæ. It is also 

said that later in life he was frightened by strange dreams, and sent his two sons, with his nephew 

Brútus, to consult the Greek oracle at Délphi. To one question asked the oracle, the response was 

given that the person who first kissed his mother should succeed to the power of Tárquin. Brútus 

showed that he was the person intended, by falling and kissing the earth, the common mother of 

all. The traditions tell us how at last the proud Tárquin was driven from the throne and the 

kingdom was ended.  
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Lúcius Június Brútus Kisses the Earth (1700-1704), Sebastiano Ricci (1659-1734), National Gallery, Padua 

 

   Significance of the Legends.ðWe cannot of course accept these stories as real history. We 

can yet see in them the evidence that Rome was becoming different from what it had been under 

the early kings. We can see that Rome came under the power of the Etrúscans; that it was much 

improved by the construction of great public works and buildings; and that it acquired a 

dominant power over the neighboring land of Látium. 

 

 

II. THE ETRÚSCAN INFLUENCE 

 

   The Kingly Power.ðOne of the most important features of the Etrúscan 

dynasty was the increase of the kingly power. All the Etrúscan kings were 

represented as powerful rulers. Although they could not change the spirit and 

character of the people, they gave to Rome a certain kind of strength and 

influence which it did not have before. This great power of the Etrúscan kings 

was at first used for the good of the people; but finally it became a tyranny 

which was oppressive and hateful. 
 

The Fásces 

 

   The Insignia of Power.ðFrom the Etrúscans came the royal insignia, that is, 

the symbols of power which were intended to make the person of the king more 

dignified and respected. These insignia consisted of a golden crown, an ivory 
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scepter, an ivory chair called the ñcúrule chair,ò a white robe with a purple border (tóga 

prætéxta), and twelve líctors, or royal attendants, each carrying a bundle of rods (fásces) 

enclosing an ax. This last symbol was a sign of the absolute power of the king.  

 

   The Harúspices.ðFrom Etrúria also came the 

art of the harúspices, or soothsayers, who 

interpreted the will of the gods. These persons 

were supposed to ascertain the divine will by 

observing the lightning and other phenomena of 

nature, and also by examining the internal organs 

of animals offered in sacrifice, and even by 

watching the sacred chickens as they ate their 

food. The Etrúscan soothsayers were supposed to 

be better versed in divine things than the Róman 

áugurs; and the senate is said to have provided for 

the perpetual cultivation of the Etrúscan ritual. 

 

   Public Works.ðThe buildings and other public 

works of the later kings bear the marks of Etrúscan 

influence. The massive and durable style of 

architecture, especially as seen in the walls and the 

sewers constructed at this time, shows that they 

were the works of great and experienced builders, 

The name of the ñTúscan Streetò (vícus Túscus) 

which opened into the Fórum, preserved the 

memory of this foreign influence in the Róman 

city.  
 

     Top: Funerary Relief Depicting Cúrule Chair 

 Bottom: Etrúscan Bridge at Vúlci 

 

 

III. THE GROWTH OF THE CITY 

 

   The Sérvian Walls .ðThe expansion of the city under the Tárquins is shown, in the first place, 

by the construction of the new and larger walls which are ascribed to Sérvius Túllius, and which 

received his name. Previous to this time the principal city wall was on the Pálatine. Some of the 

other hills were partly fortified. But now a single fortification was made to encircle all the seven 

hills, by joining the old walls and by erecting new defenses. The walls were generally built of 

large, rectangular blocks of stone, and so durable were they that they remained the only defenses 

of the city for many hundreds of years; and parts of them may be seen at the present day.  

 

   The New Temples.ðUnder the Tárquins, the temples of the city assumed a more imposing 

architectural appearance. Before this the places of worship were generally altars, set up on 

consecrated places, and perhaps covered with a simple roof. The Etrúscan kings gave a new 

dignity to the sacred buildings. The most imposing example of the new structures was the temple 

dedicated to Júpiter Óptimus Máximus, on the Cápitoline hill, which contained shrines set apart 

for the worship of Júno and Minérva. Other new temples were the one dedicated to Sáturn at the 

foot of the Cápitoline near the Fórum, and one dedicated to Diána on the Áventine. 
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   The Cloáca Máxima.ðAmong the most remarkable works of the Tárquins were the sewers 

which were constructed to drain the city. The most important of these was the famous Cloáca 

Máxima, or great drain, which ran under the Fórum and emptied into the Tíber. It was said to be 

large enough to admit a hay-cart, and one could sail down it in a boat. It was strongly built of 

stone, in the form of a semicircular arch, such as the Etrúscans had used, and its mouth is still 

visible on the shore of the Tíber. 
 

  The Círcus Máximus.ðFor the amusement of the people, games were introduced from 

Etrúria, and a great circus, called the Círcus Máximus, was laid out between the Áventine and the 

Pálatine hill. Here the people assembled once every year, to witness chariot races and boxing and 

other sports, which were celebrated in honor of the gods who were worshiped on the Cápitoline. 

 
Left: The Outlet of the Cloáca Máxima (ca. 1880) 

Painting of Ettore Roesler Franz (1845-1907), Museum of Rome 

 

 

Below: Modern Remains of the Círcus Máximus
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CHAPTER V  

 

THE REORGANIZATION OF THE KINGDOM  

 
The Introduction of the Plebéians, I.ðThe Reformed Constitution, II.ðThe Supremacy of Rome in Látium, III. 

 

 

I. THE INTRODUCTION OF THE PLEBÉIANS 

 

   The Reforms of the Tárquins.ðWe must not suppose that the work of the Etrúscan kings 

was simply to give to Rome better buildings and more durable public works. However important 

these may have been, the Tárquins did something which was of still greater benefit to the Róman 

people. The first Tárquin and Sérvius Túllius are described as great reformers, who made the 

little Róman state stronger and more compact than it had been before. Let us see why the Róman 

state needed to be reformed, and how this reform was brought about.  

 

   The Patrícian Aristocracy.ðWe have already seen that the early Róman people was made up 

of three tribes, that is, the three old communities which were settled on the Róman hills. We have 

also seen that these tribes were made up of cúriæ; and these cúriæ of géntes; and lastly, that these 

géntes were composed of the old families. It is therefore evident that no person could be a 

member of the state unless he was a member of some old Róman family. It was only the 

descendants of the old families who could vote in the assembly or could be chosen to the senate. 

And it was they only who were called upon to serve in the army. These old families and their 

descendants were called patrícians; and the state was in reality a patrícian state. As all other 

persons were excluded from political rights and privileges, the patrícians formed an aristocratic 

class, exclusive and devoted to their own interests.  

 

   The Growth of the Plebéians.ðBut in the course of time there grew up by the side of the 

patrícians a new class of persons. Though living at Rome, they were not members of the old 

families, and hence had no share in the government. These persons were called plebéians. There 

were no doubt many of these persons under the early kings; but they became more numerous 

under the later kings. They consisted largely of people of other cities who had been conquered 

and brought to Rome, and of people who had escaped from other cities and found refuge at 

Rome. They thus became subjects, but not citizens. They could not hold office, nor vote; nor 

could they marry into the patrícian families; although they were allowed to hold property of their 

own. But as they became more numerous, and as some of them became wealthy, they desired to 

be made equal with the patrícians.  

 

   The New Plebéian Géntes.ðIt was Tarquínius Príscus, the first Etrúscan king, who, it is said, 

took the first step toward introducing the plebéians into the state. He did this by introducing into 

each one of the tribes a number of the more wealthy plebéian families, under the name of lesser 

géntes (géntes minóres); while the old patrícian gentes were called by the more honorable name 

of greater géntes (géntes maióres). In this way the line of separation between the patrícians and 

the plebéians began to be broken down, but it was many years after this time before the two 

classes became entirely equal. 

 

 



 

24 

 

II. THE REFORMED CONSTITUTION 

 

   The New Local Tribes.ðMore important than the reforms of Tarquínius Príscus were the 

reforms which are said to have been made by Sérvius Túllius. The previous changes had affected 

only a small part of the plebéian class; the great body of the plebéians remained just where they 

were before. Now Sérvius saw that Rome would be stronger and more able to compete with her 

enemies if the plebéians were called upon to serve in the army and pay taxes, just like the 

patrícians. He therefore made a new division of the people, based not upon their birth and 

descent, like the old division into tribes, but upon their domicile, that is, the place where they 

lived. He divided the whole Róman territory, city and country, into local districts, like wards and 

townships. There were four of these in the city, and sixteen in the country, the former being 

called ñcity tribesò (tríbus urbánæ), and the latter ñrural tribesò (tríbus rústicæ). All persons, 

whether patrícians or plebéians, who had settled homes (assídui), were enrolled in their proper 

tribes and were made subject to military service and the tribal tax (tribútum). 

 

   The New Classes and Cénturies.ðThe next step which Sérvius took was to reorganize the 

Róman army, so that it should include all persons who resided in the Róman territory and were 

enrolled in the new local tribes. First came the cavalry (équites), made up of young wealthy 

citizens, and arranged in eighteen cénturies, or companies. Next came the infantry (pédites), 

which comprised all the rest of the men capable of bearing arms. In ancient times every man was 

obliged to furnish his own weapons. Now as all the people could not afford to obtain the heavier 

armor, they were subdivided into ñclassesò according to their wealth, and according to the armor 

it was supposed they could afford to furnish. The first class consisted of eighty cénturies, and 

was made up of the wealthiest men, who could afford a full armor - a brass shield carried on the 

left arm, greaves which covered the legs, a cuirass to protect the breast, and a helmet for the 

head, together with a sword and a spear. The second class had in place of the brass shield a 

wooden shield, covered with leather. The third class omitted the greaves, and the fourth class 

omitted also the cuirass and the helmet, carrying only the wooden shield, spear, and sword. The 

fifth class was made up of the poorest citizens, who fought only with darts and slings. Each of 

these classes, except the first, was arranged in twenty cénturies, or companies. One half of the 

cénturies in each class were composed of the younger men (iunióres), who might be called out at 

any time. The other half were composed of the older men (senióres), who were called out only in 

times of great danger. Besides, there were fifteen cénturies of musicians, carpenters, and 

substitutes, We may perhaps get a clearer idea of this new military arrangement by the following 

table: -  

 

I. Cavalry (Équites)  18 cénturies. 

II.  Infantry (Pédites)   

           1
st
 class (40 iunióres, 40 senióres)  80 cénturies. 

           2
nd

 class (10 iunióres, 10 senióres)  20 cénturies. 

           3
rd

 class (10 iunióres, 10 senióres)  20 cénturies. 

           4
th
 class (10 iunióres, 10 senióres)  20 cénturies. 

           5
th
 class (10 iunióres, 10 senióres)  20 cénturies. 

           Musicians, Carpenters, Substitutes  15 cénturies. 

  

 Total:   193 cénturies. 
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   The New Assembly, Comítia Centuri áta.ðThis arrangement of the people was first intended 

for a military purpose; but it soon came to have a political character also. There was every reason 

why the important questions relating to war, which had heretofore been left to the old body of 

armed citizens, should now be left to the new body of armed citizens. As a matter of fact, the 

new fighting body became a new voting body; and there thus arose a new assembly, called the 

assembly of the cénturies (comítia centuriáta). But this new assembly did not lose its original 

military character. For example, it was called together, not by the voice of the líctor, like the old 

assembly, but by the sound of the trumpet. Again, it did not meet in the Fórum, where the old 

assembly met, but in the Field of Mars (Cámpus Mártius), outside of the city. It also voted by 

cénturies, that is, by military companies. After a time the comítia centuriáta acquired the 

character of a real political and legislative body, of greater importance than the old comítia 

curiáta.  

 

 

III. THE SUPREMACY OF ROME IN LÁTIUM 

 

   Conquests in Látium .ðWhile Rome was thus becoming strong, and her people were 

becoming more united and better organized, she was also gaining power over the neighboring 

lands. The people with whom she first came into contact were the Látins. A number of Látin 

towns were conquered and brought under her power, and were made a part of the Róman domain 

(áger Románus). She also pushed her conquests across the Ánio into the Sábine country, and 

across the Tíber into Etrúria. So that before the fall of the kingdom, Rome had begun to be a 

conquering power. But her conquests at present were limited, for the most part, to Látium, and it 

was from this conquered land in Látium that she had created the rural tribes already mentioned.  

 

   Rome and the Látin League.ðOutside of this conquered territory were the independent Látin 

cities, united together into a strong confederacy. When Álba Lónga was conquered, Rome 

succeeded to the headship of this confederacy of thirty cities. The people of these cities were not 

made Róman citizens; but they were given the right to trade and to intermarry with Rómans. The 

Látin league was bound to Rome by a treaty, which made it partly subject to her; because it 

could not wage war without her consent, and it must assist her in her wars.  

 

   Review of the Róman Kingdom.ðIn the various ways which we have described, Rome had 

come to be a strong city, and was growing into something like a new nation, with a kind of 

national policy. If we should sum up this policy in two words, these words would be expansion 

and incorporation. By ñexpansionò we mean the extension of Róman power over the 

neighboring territory, whether by conquest or by alliance. By ñincorporationò we mean the 

taking of subject people into the political body. For example, Rome had first incorporated the 

Sábine settlement on the Quírinal; then the Látin settlement on the Cȗlian; and finally the 

plebéian class, which had grown up by the side of the patrícian class. By pursuing this kind of 

policy, Rome had come to be, at the end of the kingdom, a compact and quite well-organized 

city-state with a considerable territory of her own (áger Románus) about the Tíber, and having a 

control over the cities of Látium.  
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CHAPTER VI  
 

THE STRUGGLE AGAINST THE KINGSHIP  

 
The Expulsion of the Kings, I.ðThe New Republican Government, II. 

 

 

I. THE EXPULSION OF THE KINGS 

 

   The Transition to the Republic.ðWe have seen how Rome came into existence, and how it 

gradually grew in extent and power under the regal government. We are now to consider how the 

Róman kingdom was changed into a republic; and to look at the different struggles by which this 

change was brought about. The change from the Róman kingdom to the republic was due to the 

tyranny of the last Tárquin; so that the first struggle for Róman liberty was a struggle against the 

kingship. When the rule of Tarquínius Supérbus became intolerable, he was expelled from 

Rome, with his whole family (510 B.C.). But with the aid of the Etrúscans and Látins he tried to 

regain his lost power; and the first days of the republic were, therefore, days full of strife and 

trouble. The stories of this period tell us of many deeds of Róman virtue and patriotism. In them 

we see the heroic efforts made by a liberty-loving people to rid themselves of a despotic king, 

and to form a freer government.  

 

   The Story of Brútus and Collatínus.ðThe legends 

first tell how the king was driven from Rome. This 

was brought about by the efforts of two patriotic men, 

Brútus and Collatínus, who determined to avenge the 

dishonorable deeds of Tarquínius Supérbus and his 

family. These patriots aroused the Róman people, and 

led them to pass a law to banish Tárquin and his 

corrupt household. The gates of the city were ordered 

to be closed against him. The soldiers saluted Brútus 

as the deliverer of their country. The people declared 

that the kingship should be abolished forever; and they 

elected Brútus and Collatínus to rule over them for a 

year. 

 
Bronze Bust of Lúcius Június Brútus 

(4
th
 to 3

rd
 centuries B.C.) 

Cápitoline Museum, Rome 

 

   The Conspiracy of Brútusô Sons.ðThe banished king then sent messengers to Rome to ask 

that his property be restored to him. While engaged on this mission, the messengers formed a 

plot to bring back the king to his throne; and the two sons of Brútus joined in the treacherous 

scheme. But a slave who happened to hear the plan of the conspirators exposed the whole affair. 

When Brútus found that his own sons were engaged in this act of treason, he did not allow his 

feelings as a father to prevent him from doing his duty as a patriot, but condemned them to death 

as traitors to their country. 
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The Líctors Bring to Brútus the Bodies of His Sons (1789) 

Jacques-Louis David (1748-1825), Louvre Museum, Paris 
 

   The Attempts of the Etrúscans to restore Tarquínius.ðWhen the plot at Rome failed, 

Tarquínius appealed for help to the Etrúscan cities of Véii and Tarquínii, which raised an army to 

assist him. In a fierce battle which followed, Brútus was slain by the kingôs son. The battle, 

which had been long in doubt, was decided by the god Sylvánus, whose voice was heard in the 

forest proclaiming that the Rómans had won. Tarquínius next appealed to Lars Porséna, king of 

Clúsium, and the most powerful prince of Etrúria. Collecting his army, Porséna suddenly seized 

the Janículum, the hill just across the Tíber, and Rome was saved only by the heroism of 

Horátius Cócles, who, with two companions, withstood the whole Etrúscan army while the 

wooden bridge was destroyed. Porséna was thus prevented from entering the city. After ravaging 

the surrounding country he soon made peace with the Rómans and gave no further aid to the 

Tárquins.  

 

   The Attempt of the Látins.ðThe Tárquins then turned for aid to the Látins. The thirty Látin 

cities revolted and joined the cause of the banished king. The danger was so great that the 

Rómans appointed a dictator to lead their armies into the field. Then was fought the noted battle 

of Lake Regíllus, which, according to the old story, was decided by the aid of two gigantic 

youths, who rode upon snow-white horses in the Róman ranks, and whom the Rómans 

recognized as the twin gods Cástor and Póllux. A temple to these gods was built in the Fórum in 

memory of this deliverance.  
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   Significance of the Legends.ðWhile we cannot believe everything contained in these 

romantic stories, we can yet see in them the record of a great historical event. We can see that the 

government of the kings was overthrown. We can also see that this change was not a peaceful 

change, but was attended by a severe struggle. We can see, finally, that the Rómans honored the 

heroic virtues of courage and patriotism; and that they believed their destiny was in the hands of 

the gods. 

 

 
 

Múcius Scȗvola in the Presence of Lars Porséna (Early 1640ôs) 

Matthias Stomer (ca. 1600 - unknown), Art Gallery of New South Wales 

 

 

II. THE NEW REPUBLICAN GOVERNMENT 

 

   The Two Cónsuls.ðWhen the kingdom came to an end, the power of the kings was put into 

the hands of two cónsuls (at first called prȗtors), elected by the people. The cónsular power, 

though derived from the old kingly power, was yet different from it in many respects. In the first 

place, the power of the king had been a lifelong power; but the power of the cónsuls was limited 

to one year. Again, the royal power had been held by one person; but the cónsular power was 

held by two persons, so that each was a restraint upon the other. Moreover, the power of the king 

had been absolute, that is, it had extended to life and death over all citizens at all times; the 

power of the cónsuls, on the other hand, was limited, since they could not exercise the power of 

life and death, except outside of the city and over the army in the field. The cónsuls retained the 

old insignia of the king; but when in the city, the ax was withdrawn from the fásces. In this way 

the chief authority, which was placed in the hands of the cónsuls, was shorn of its worst features. 

It must also be noted that the priestly power of the king was not given to the cónsuls, but to a 
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special officer, called king of the sacrifices (rex sacrórum); and the management of the finances 

was put in charge of two quȗstors elected by the people. 

 

   The Dictatorship.ðThe Rómans were wise enough to see that in times of great danger the 

power of the cónsuls might not be strong enough to protect the state. To meet such an emergency 

a dictator was appointed, who was a sort of temporary king. He had entire control of the city and 

the army. He was even given the power of life and death over citizens; and his líctors retained 

the ax in the fásces. But this extraordinary power could be held for only six months, after which 

time the cónsuls resumed their regular authority as chief magistrates. With the dictator there was 

generally appointed another officer, who was second in authority, called the master of horse; but 

over him, as over everyone else, the dictator was supreme. 

 

   The New Senators.ðWhen the cónsuls were elected, it is said that one of their first acts was 

to fill up the senate to the number of three hundred members. The last king had practically ruled 

without the senate, and he had no reason to fill the vacancies when they occurred. But the new 

cónsuls wished the help of the senate, and therefore desired to keep its numbers complete. The 

new senators who were enrolled were called conscrípti; and the whole body of senators became 

known as pátres conscrípti.  

 

   The Popular Assemblies.ðWith the establishment of the republic, the two assemblies with 

which we are already acquainted, the comítia curiáta and the comítia centuriáta, both remained. 

But the former lost a great deal of its old power, which became transferred to the latter. The 

assembly of the centuries was therefore the body in which the people generally expressed their 

will. Here they elected the officers, and passed the most important laws. It was this assembly 

which became the chief legislative body during the early republic. 

 

   The Laws of Valérius Poplícola.ðIt is said that after the death of Brútus, his colleague 

Valérius (who had succeeded Collatínus) did not call an assembly to elect another cónsul. This 

aroused the fear that Valérius wished to make himself king. But it was soon found that instead of 

aiming to be king, he was preparing a set of laws which would prevent any one from becoming 

king, and would also protect the people from the arbitrary power of their magistrates. One of 

these laws declared that any person who assumed the chief power without the peopleôs consent 

should be condemned as a traitor. Another law granted to every citizen the right of an appeal to 

the people, in case he was condemned for a crime. These laws, known as the Valérian laws, may 

be called the ñfirst charter of Róman liberty,ò because they protected the people from the 

exercise of arbitrary power. So highly honored was Valérius that he was surnamed Poplícola, or 

the Peopleôs Friend.  

 

   The Loss of Róman Territory .ðWe remember how extensive were the lands which were 

acquired by the Rómans under the kings. But they had lost many of these lands during the 

struggles against the last Tárquin. They had lost their conquests in Etrúria, and much of their 

land in Látium; and the thirty Látin cities had reasserted their independence. So that the authority 

of the new government was now reduced to a comparatively small strip of territory south of the 

Tíber, together with the Janículum on the Etrúscan side.  
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CHAPTER VII  
 

THE STRUGGLE FOR ECONOMIC RIGHTS  

 
The Grievances of the Plebs, I.ðThe First Secession and Its Results, II.  

Wars with the Vólscians, Ȗquians, and Etrúscans, III. 
 

 

I. THE GRIEVANCES OF THE PLEBS 

 

   The Power of the Patrícians.ðThe patrícians and plebéians had united in their efforts to 

drive out the kings; but when the struggle against the kingship was ended, the chief fruits of the 

victory fell to the patrícians. The plebéians could, it is true, still vote in the comítia centuriáta; 

but they could not hold any of the new offices, nor could they sit in the senate. Rome became a 

republic, but it was an aristocratic, and not a democratic republic; that is, the chief power rested 

not in the whole people, but in a particular class. The plebéians might perhaps have submitted to 

the government of the patrícians, if it had not been exercised in a selfish and oppressive manner. 

But the patrícian rule proved to be as despotic as that of the kings; and a long and fierce struggle 

ensued between the two orders. As the patrícians were generally more wealthy than the 

plebéians, the conflict became at first a struggle between the rich and the poor, a contest for a 

more equal distribution of wealth.  

 

   Poverty and Distress of the Plebéians.ðThe late wars had left the plebéians in a very 

dependent and deplorable condition. The wealthy patrícians, for the most part, lived in the city; 

and their property was protected by the city walls. But the homes of the plebéians were generally 

in the country. Accordingly, when they were serving in the army, their little farms were 

neglected, or ravaged by the enemy, their families were driven away, and their property was 

destroyed. In this way, while serving their country, they were deprived of their houses and fields, 

and of the means of subsistence, and so were reduced to a condition of poverty and great distress.  

 

   The Unjust Law of Debt.ðThe sorest burden which now rested upon the plebéians was the 

harsh law of debt. Having lost their property by the misfortunes of war, they were obliged to 

borrow money of the rich patrícians; and they were thus reduced to the condition of a debtor 

class. But a debtor in the early days of Rome was especially wretched. If he could not pay his 

debt, he was liable to be arrested, thrown into a dungeon, and made the slave of his creditor. His 

lot was chains, stripes, and slavery.  

 

   The law of debt was not only harsh in itself, but its effect was to keep the poor in a continual 

state of poverty, from which they could not easily escape.  

 

   The Unequal Division of the Public Land.ðAnother cause which kept the plebéians in a 

state of poverty was the unjust distribution of the public land (áger públicus) which had been 

acquired in war. This land properly belonged to all the people, and might have been used to 

relieve the distress of the poor. But the government was in the hands of the patrícians, and they 

disposed of this land for their own benefit; they allowed it to be ñoccupied,ò at a nominal rent, by 

members of their own order. As long as the land remained public, it could not be sold by the 

occupants; but the longer the rich patrícians retained the occupation of this land, the more they 

would look upon it as their own property, and ignore the fact that it belonged to the whole 

Róman people. So that the common people were deprived of their just share of the land which 

they had helped to conquer. 
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II. THE FIRST SECESSION AND ITS RESULTS 

 

   First Secession of the Plebéians.ðIt was the hard law of debt which first drove the plebéians 

to revolt. As there was no legal way to redress their wrongs, they decided that they would no 

longer serve in the army, but leave the patrícians to fight their own battles. They therefore 

deserted their general, marched in full array to a hill beyond the Ánio, which they called the 

Sacred Mount (Mons Sácer), and proposed to form an independent city (494 B.C.). The 

patrícians saw that the loss of the plebéian army would be the destruction of Rome. They were 

therefore compelled to make a solemn compact to the effect that the debts of all persons who 

were insolvent should be canceled; and that those who had been imprisoned on account of debt 

should be released.  

 

   The Tríbunes of the People.ðBut the most important result of the first secession was the 

creation of a new office, that of tríbune of the people. In order to protect the plebéians from any 

further oppressive acts on the part of the patrícian magistrate, it was agreed to appoint two 

tríbunes from among the plebéians themselves. These new officers were given the power to 

ñveto,ò that is, to forbid, the act of any magistrate which bore unjustly upon any citizen. In order 

that the tríbunes might exercise their authority without hindrance, their persons were made 

ñinviolable,ò  which means that they could not be arrested, and that anyone who interfered with 

them in the exercise of their lawful duty could be put to death. The tríbunes were assisted by two 

ȗdiles, who were also chosen from the plebéian body.  

 

   The Plebéian Assembly.ðThe meetings which the plebéians had occasionally held before this 

time now assumed the character of a permanent assembly (concílium plébis). This assembly 

could be called together by the tríbunes, who were permitted to address the people in regard to 

their interests; and no magistrate was allowed to interrupt them while speaking or to disperse this 

assembly (lex Icília, 492 B.C.). The assembly could also pass resolutions (plebiscíta), which 

were binding upon the plebéians, but not as yet upon the whole people. It was not many years 

before the plebéian assembly was given the right to elect their own tríbunes and ȗdiles (lex 

Publília, 472 B.C.). In this way the plebéians acquired a position in the state which they had 

never before held.  

 

   The Agrarian Law of Spúrius Cássius.ðThe second great cause of complaint was, as we 

have seen, the unjust distribution of the public land. To remove this injustice was the effort of the 

cónsul Spúrius Cássius. This man was both a patriot and a statesman. He loved the people, and 

he labored to protect their interests. In order to strengthen Rome against her foreign enemies, he 

first of all made a new treaty with the Látin towns, and also a treaty with the neighboring tribe of 

the Hérnicans.  

 

   But the most famous act of Sp. Cássius was the proposal of the first ñagrarian law,ò that is, a 

law intended to reform the division of the public land (486 B.C.). It was not his purpose to take 

away any private land which legally belonged to the patrícians; but to make a more just 

distribution of the land which properly belonged to the whole state. When this law was brought 

forward, the patrícians used their influence to prevent its passage. After his year of office had 

expired, Sp. Cássius was charged with treason and with the attempt to make himself king. He 

was tried, condemned, scourged, and beheaded; and thus one of Romeôs greatest patriots suffered 

the doom of a traitor. But the people remembered Sp. Cássius, and his name was inscribed upon 

a tablet and placed in the Fórum, where it remained for many generations. 
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III. WARS WITH THE VÓLSCIANS, ȖQUIANS, AND ETRÚSCANS 

 

   The Foreign Enemies of Rome.ðWhile these struggles were going on to relieve the distress 

of the poor plebéians, the frontiers were continually threatened by foreign enemies. The chief 

enemies of Rome at this time were the Vólscians, the Ȗquians, and the Etrúscans. The Vólscians 

occupied the southern plains of Látium, near the seacoast. The Ȗquians held the slopes of the 

Ápennines on the northeast. The Etrúscans held all their original territory on the right bank of the 

Tíber, except the hill Janículum. On every side Rome was beset by foes; and for many years her 

armies fought in defense of their homes, and almost within sight of the city. By the treaties 

which Sp. Cássius had formed, the Rómans, the Látins, and the Hérnicans made common cause 

in repelling these attacks. There is no continuous history of these frequent wars, but the Róman 

historians have preserved the memory of them in certain legends, which were sacred to the 

Rómans themselves, and which we should not forget if we would understand the character and 

spirit of the Róman people.  

 

   Coriolánus and the Vólscians.ðThe Vólscian wars have left us the story of Coriolánus, 

which tells us that this young patrícian opposed the distribution of grain among the plebéians; 

that he was threatened by the common people and fled to the Vólscians, and led an army against 

his native city; that his mother and his wife went to the Vólscian camp and pleaded with him to 

cease his wars upon Rome; that Rome was thus saved, and a temple was built to commemorate 

the patriotism of the Róman women. 

 

 

William Sh§kespeareôs Coriolánus Act V, Scene III: 

(Vetúria and Volúmnia, the Mother and Wife of Coriolánus, Plead for Rome) 

From Painting of Gavin Hamilton (1723-1798), Engraved by James Caldwell 

U.S. Library of Congress 
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   Cincinnátus and the Ȗquians.ðThe memory of the Ȗquian wars is preserved in the story of 

the Róman patriot Cincinnátus, who was called from his country home to rescue the Róman 

army, which was surrounded by the Ȗquians, and threatened with destruction in a narrow defile 

in Mt. Álgidus, near the Álban hills and who with great speed and skill defeated the Ȗquian 

army, compelling it to ñpass under the yokeò as a sign of submission, and then returned the next 

evening to Rome in triumph. The ñyokeò consisted of a spear supported in a horizontal position 

by two spears fixed upright in the ground. 

 

 
 

Cincinnátus Leaves the Plow for the Róman Dictatorship (ca. 1806) 

Juan Antonio Ribera (1779-1860), Museo del Prado, Madrid 

 

   The Fábii and the Etrúscans.ðWith the Etrúscan wars is linked the story of the Fábian gens, 

which was one of the greatest patrícian houses of Rome; and which, having volunteered to carry 

on the war against the Etrúscans at its own expense, was, with the exception of one person, 

utterly destroyed by the enemy. The Fábian gens was therefore honored for having sacrificed 

itself in the defense of Rome. 

 

   These stories should be read, not as an accurate narration of facts, but because they show the 

kind of virtues that the early Rómans most admired. 
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CHAPTER VIII  
 

THE STRUGGLE FOR EQUAL LAWS  

 
The Demand for Written Laws, I.ðDecémvirs and the XII. Tables, II.ðSecond Secession and Its Results, III. 

 

 

I. THE DEMAND FOR WRITTEN LAWS 

 

   Proposals of Terentílius Hársa (462 B.C.).ðThe conflict between the two orders had been 

going on for nearly fifty years; and yet no real solution had been found for their difficulties. The 

plebéians were at a great disadvantage during all this time, because the law was administered 

solely by the patrícians, who kept the knowledge of it to themselves, and who regarded it as a 

precious legacy from their ancestors, too sacred to be shared with the lowborn plebéians. The 

laws had never been written down or published. The patrícians could therefore administer them 

as they saw fit. This was a great injustice to the lower classes. It was clear that there was not 

much hope for the plebéians until they were made equal before the law. It was also clear that 

they could not be equal before the law as long as they themselves had no knowledge of what the 

law was. Accordingly one of the tríbunes, Gáius Terentílius Hársa, proposed that a commission 

be appointed to gather up the law, and to publish it to the whole people. This proposal, though 

both fair and just, was bitterly opposed by the patrícians, and was followed by ten years of strife 

and dissension.  

 

   Concessions to the Plebéians.ðTo rescue the city from these troubles, the senate tried to 

conciliate the plebéians by making certain concessions to them. For example, the number of 

tríbunes was increased from two to five, and then to ten. This was supposed to give them greater 

protection than they had had before. Then it was decided to give up to them the public land on 

the Áventine hill, and thus to atone for not carrying out the agrarian law of Sp. Cássius. Finally, 

the amount of fine which any magistrate could impose was limited to two sheep and thirty oxen. 

It was thought that such concessions would appease the discontented people and divert their 

minds from the main point of the controversy.  

 

   Compromise between the Orders.ðBut these concessions did not satisfy the plebéians, who 

still clung to their demand for equal rights before the law. The struggle over the proposal of 

Terentílius, which lasted for nearly ten years, was ended only by a compromise. It was finally 

agreed that a commission of ten men, called decémvirs, should be appointed to draw up the law, 

and that this law should be published and be binding upon patrícians and plebéians alike. It was 

also agreed that the commissioners should all be patrícians; and that they should have entire 

control of the government while compiling the laws. The patrícians were thus to give up their 

cónsuls and quȗstors; and the plebéians were to give up their tríbunes and ȗdiles. Both parties 

were to cease their quarreling, and await the work of the decémvirs. 

 

 

II. DECÉMVIRS AND THE XII. TABLES 

 

   The Commission to Greece.ðIt is said that a commission of three men was sent to Greece, to 

consult the laws of Sólon and other Greek codes. However true this story may be, it is not likely 

that the Rómans intended to borrow the laws of another country by which to govern their own. 

The complaint of the plebéians was not that they did not have any laws, but that the laws which 

they had were unwritten and known only to the patrícians. What they wanted was that the 
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unwritten laws should be published; so that they could know what they were, and whether they 

were properly administered or not.  

 

   Formation of the XII. Tables (450 B.C.).ðThe first body of commissioners, or the First 

Decémvirate, entered upon the work assigned to it, gathered together the law which had hitherto 

been kept secret, and inscribed it on ten tables of brass. These tables were erected in the Fórum, 

where they could be seen by everyone, and were declared binding on all the people. At the close 

of the year, a Second Decémvirate was appointed to complete the code, and two more tables 

were added. This whole body of law was called the Twelve Tables, and formed the basis of the 

most remarkable system of law that the world has ever seen. There was nothing strange, 

however, in the XII. Tables themselves. They contained nothing especially new. The old law of 

debt remained as it was, and the distinction between patrícians and plebéians was not destroyed. 

The XII. Tables were important, because they put the law before the eyes of the people; and 

plebéians, as well as patrícians, could know what were their rights. So highly valued was this 

code that it formed a part of Róman education, and the boys in school were obliged to commit it 

to memory.  

 

   Tyranny of the Second Decémvirate.ðAlthough the second body of decémvirs had the 

honor of completing the XII. Tables, the way in which they exercised their power brought them 

into dishonor. With all their professed love of equal laws, they still hated the plebéians and used 

their authority in an oppressive manner. They appeared in the Fórum each with twelve líctors, 

carrying the axes in the fásces as a sign that they claimed the power of life and death over every 

citizen. At the close of their year of office, they refused to resign, and continued their oppressive 

rule under the leadership of Áppius Cláudius. The story goes, whether true or not, that Áppius 

Cláudius attempted to gain possession of Vergínia, who was the beautiful daughter of a plebéian 

soldier, and who was killed by her own father to save her from dishonor. The repeated acts of 

tyranny committed by the second body of decémvirs at last made their rule intolerable. 

 

 
 

The Death of Vergínia, Nikolaus Knüpfer (1603-1655) 
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III. SECOND SECESSION AND ITS RESULTS 

 

   Second Secession of the Plebs.ðThe tragic death of Vergínia, it is said, aroused the people to 

vengeance. With his bloody knife in hand, Vergínius rushed to the camp outside of the city and 

called upon the soldiers to resist the infamous power of the decémvirs. With the memory of the 

Sacred Mount still in mind, the army once more seceded from the city, and, followed by a 

multitude of citizens, took up their station again on this hill, determined no longer to fight in 

defense of tyranny. The Róman state seemed again on the point of ruin, and the decémvirs were 

forced to resign. The old government was restored. Two new cónsuls were elected, both of 

whom were friendly to the plebéians. These were Valérius and Horátius, names which the 

Róman people ever delighted to honor. 

 

   The Valério-Horátian Laws (448 B.C.).ðThe second secession of the plebéians resulted in 

the overthrow of the decémvirate and the restoration of the cónsulship; but it also resulted in 

making the plebéians more respected than they had been before. The patrícians were becoming 

more and more convinced that the plebéians were not only brave in fighting the enemies of 

Rome, but were also determined to defend their own liberties. The new cónsuls, Valérius and 

Horátius, came forward as their champions. Two of the rights of the people had been continually 

disregarded, namely, the right of appeal to the people, and the right of the tríbunes to be sacredly 

protected in the exercise of their duties. These two rights were now solemnly reaffirmed. But 

what was quite as important, the assembly of the plebéians (concílium plébis) was now given 

power to make laws binding upon the whole people. It is supposed that this assembly had by this 

time been reorganized and based upon the tribal districts so as to include the patrícians as well as 

the plebéians. This newly organized assembly came to be known as the comítia tribúta, and we 

shall see it grow in influence and dignity, until it becomes the most important assembly of the 

republic. These laws of Valérius and Horátius we may call the ñsecond charter of Róman 

liberty.ò  

 

   The Right of Intermarriage .ðThe patrícians and plebéians had long lived side by side; but 

they had been kept socially distinct because it was not legal for them to intermarry. This 

prejudice was now passing away, as the plebéians were showing a spirit worthy of the patrícians 

themselves. A great step toward equalizing the classes was now taken by the passage of a law 

(lex Canuléia, 445 B.C.) which granted the right of intermarriage between the two orders. This 

insured their social and civil equality, and paved the way for their political equality, and finally 

their union into a harmonious people.  
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CHAPTER IX  

 

THE STRUGGLE FOR POLITICAL EQUALITY  

 
The Contest for the Cónsulship, I.ðWars with Véii and the Gauls, II.ðThe Equalization of the Orders, III. 

 

 

I. THE CONTEST FOR THE CÓNSULSHIP  

 

   Successes of the Plebéians.ðNever before had the cause of the plebéians seemed so hopeful 

as it did at this time. The tyranny of the decémvirs had brought to their aid the better class of 

patrícians. And the passage of the recent laws led them to look forward to still greater victories. 

They had already gained great successes, but there was still something else for them to obtain, in 

order to have full equality in the state. We may, perhaps, better understand just what the 

plebéians had gained, and what was still to be gained, if we look at the following table, which 

contains a list of the various rights possessed by a full Róman citizen:  

 
The Rights of 

Citizenship: 

(cívitas) 

I.  Public Rights: 

    (iúra pública) 

1. Rights of Holding Office (honóres) 

2. Rights of Voting (suffrágium) 

II. Private Rights: 

    (iúra priváta) 

1. Rights of Intermarriage (conúbium) 

2. Rights of Property and Contract (commércium) 

 

   The plebéians already possessed the lowest right, the commércium; they could hold property 

and carry on trade just like any other Róman citizens. They had just now obtained the conúbium, 

or the right of contracting a legal marriage with a patrícian. They had also the suffrágium, or the 

right of voting, in the assemblies of the centuries and of the tribes. As regards the honóres, or the 

right of holding office, they could be elected to the lower offices, that is, could be chosen 

tríbunes of the people and ȗdiles; but could not be elected to the higher offices, that is, could not 

be chosen cónsuls and quȗstors. What the plebéians now wanted was a share in the higher 

offices, especially in the cónsulship.  

 

   The Military Tr íbunes, with Cónsular Power (444 B.C.).ðInstead of allowing the plebéians 

a direct share in the cónsulship, the patrícians agreed to the appointment of certain new officers, 

something like the cónsuls, who could be elected from either the patrícians or the plebéians. 

These new officers were called ñmilitary tríbunes with cónsular power,ò and were to be elected 

in the comítia centuriáta, where the plebéians as well as the patrícians were allowed to vote. But 

it was also provided that cónsuls might still be elected instead of the new military tríbunes, if the 

senate thought such a course was best for the state. We can easily see how this plan would work. 

The patrícians, who had control of the senate, could decide at any time that cónsuls were needed; 

or else they might control the election and choose the military tríbunes from their own number. 

As a matter of fact, the senate, for some years after this, decided that cónsuls should be elected. 

But later the election of military tríbunes became the rule, and the plebéians gradually grew in 

political influence and power. 

 

   The Cénsorship and the New Quȗstors.ðAs the patrícians saw that the plebéians were 

growing stronger, they resorted to a new plan to keep as much power as possible in their own 

hands. To do this, they created another new office, the cénsorship (443 B.C.), and transferred to 

the two cénsors some of the most important powers hitherto exercised by the cónsuls. The 

cénsors were to draw up the cénsus, that is, to make an estimate of every manôs property, to 

assign each man to a proper class in the cénturies, whether he belonged to the équites or the 



 

39 

 

pédites, and to designate who was entitled to sit in the senate. The new cénsors were to be 

elected every five years, from the patrícian class. But to offset this advantage, the patrícians 

agreed that there should be two new quȗstors (421 B.C.), to be elected from the plebéians. So it 

was that the period following the decémvirate was a period full of adroit schemes and 

compromises; but the plebéians were steadily gaining new rights and privileges.  

 

   The Fate of Spúrius Mȗlius.ðThat the patrícians were not entirely reconciled to the growing 

influence of the plebéians, is shown by the story told of Sp. Mȗlius. While a severe famine was 

raging in Rome, and many poor citizens sought relief in suicide, Sp. Mȗlius, a wealthy plebéian, 

purchased grain at his own expense and distributed it to the suffering poor. His generosity so 

won the hearts of the people, that the patrícians felt alarmed at his popularity, and charged him 

with the design of making himself king. It was claimed that secret meetings were held at his 

house, and that the republic was in danger. Hence a dictator was demanded. The aged 

Cincinnátus, who had rescued the beleaguered army at Mt. Álgidus, was selected; and Servílius 

Ahála was appointed his second in command, or master of horse. Mȗlius was then summoned to 

appear before the dictator, to answer the charge of treason. But foreseeing his danger, he 

implored the protection of the people; whereupon Servílius Ahála drew a dagger and stabbed him 

to the heart. The fate of Mȗlius at first terrified the people, but they were soon excited to 

vengeance, and Servílius was driven into exile. The name of Sp. Mȗlius was thus associated 

with that of Sp. Cássius, the author of the first agrarian law. These men were accused of aiming 

to be king; and both suffered death as the reward of their generous deeds.  

 

 

II. WARS WITH VÉII AND THE GAULS 

 

   Recovery of Róman Territory .ðThe reforms which had been carried on since the fall of the 

decémvirs gave fresh hope to the plebéians, and inspired the whole Róman people with new life 

and vigor. The armies in the field also began to be successful, and Rome recovered much of her 

lost ground in Látium. The triple league formed by Spúrius Cássius between the Rómans, Látins, 

and Hérnicans, had resulted in checking the Vólscians and Ȗquians. The Rómans now felt 

encouraged to attack the Etrúscans in the hope of recovering the territory which they had lost 

years before, when the Tárquins were expelled. Fidénæ, the Etrúscan city a few miles north of 

Rome, was captured, and the way was opened to attack Véii, the strongest city of Etrúria. 

 

   Siege and Capture of Véii (405-396 B.C.).ðThe people of Véii were not disposed to meet 

the Rómans in the open field, but retreated within their walls. It therefore became necessary to 

lay siege to the city. The great Etrúscan walls were too strong to be taken by assault; and the 

Róman armies stationed themselves around the city for the purpose of starving the people into 

submission. The Róman soldiers were not permitted to return home and cultivate their farms, as 

they were wont to do; and so, for the first time, they were given regular pay for their services. 

For ten years the siege continued, when it was brought to a close by Camíllus, who was 

appointed dictator. Véii was deprived of its inhabitants, and its walls enclosed a vacant city. The 

capture of Véii was the greatest victory which the Rómans had yet achieved, and Camíllus was 

given a splendid triumph, when he returned to Rome. The lands of southern Etrúria also fell into 

the hands of the Rómans; and four new rural tribes were added to the Róman domain.  

 

   Destruction of Rome by the Gauls (390 B.C.).ðIf the capture of Véii was the greatest 

victory which the Rómans had ever achieved, we now approach one of the greatest disasters 

which they ever suffered. One reason why Rome was able to capture Véii was the fact that the 

great body of the Etrúscans were obliged to face a new enemy on the northern frontier, an enemy 

whom they feared more than the Rómans on the south. This enemy was the Gauls, the barbarous 
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nation which held the valley of the Po, and which now swept south across the Ápennines like a 

hurricane. News of this invasion reached Rome, and it was resolved to aid the Etrúscans in 

repelling the common foe. The Róman army met the Gauls near the little river Állia, about 

eleven miles north of Rome, and suffered a terrible defeat. The Gauls pressed on to Rome. They 

entered, plundered, and burned the city. Only the Cápitol remained. This was besieged for seven 

months, and, according to the legend, was at one time saved by M. Mánlius, who was aroused by 

the cackling of the sacred geese just in time to resist a night assault. At last the Gauls, sated with 

plunder, and induced by a large bribe, retreated unmolested or, as one legend says, were driven 

from the city by Camíllus, the hero of the Véientine war. The destruction of Rome by the Gauls 

was a great disaster, not only to Rome, but to all the world; because in it the records of the 

ancient city perished, leaving many things in the early history of ancient Rome dark and obscure. 

  

 
 

Camíllus Rescuing Rome from Brénnus (1716), Sebastiano Ricci (1659-1734), Detroit Institute of Arts 

 

   The Restoration of Rome.ðSuch a disastrous event as the Gállic invasion would have 

disheartened almost any other people; but Rome bent before the storm and soon recovered after 

the tempest was past. Many of the people desired to abandon the city of ashes, and transfer their 

homes to the vacant town of Véii. But it was decided that Rome was the place for Rómans. The 

city rose so quickly from its ruins that little care was taken in the work of rebuilding, so that the 

new streets were often narrow and irregular. 

 

   The Rómans seemed to be in haste to resume the work of extending their power, which had 

been so favorably begun with the conquest of Véii, but which had been interrupted by the defeat 

on the Állia. Rome raised new armies and quickly defeated her old enemies, the Vólscians, 

Ȗquians, and Etrúscans, who tried to take advantage of her present distress. The hero Camíllus 

added fresh laurels to his fame. The southern part of Etrúria was recovered, and its towns 
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garrisoned by military colonies. Many towns of Látium also were brought into subjection, and 

they afforded homes for the poor people. Rome seemed almost ready to enter upon a career of 

conquest; but the recurrence of poverty and distress demanded the attention of the government, 

and showed the need of further reforms. 

 

 
 

The Triumph of Fúrius Camíllus (1545), Fresco by Francesco Salviati (1510-1563), Palazzo Vechio, Florence 

 

 

III. THE EQUALIZATION OF THE ORDERS 

 

   Desire for Union.ðIt became more and more evident that the power of Rome depended upon 

the union of her people; that harmony, and not discord, was the source of her strength. The two 

orders had begun to feel that their interests were one and the same. There had been of late little 

severity in the application of the law of debt; there had been a disposition even to give the 

plebéians some right in the conquered land; and some progress had been made in opening to 

them the public offices. But the great loss of property and the devastation resulting from the 

Gállic invasion were sorely felt by the poorer classes, and led once more to a general state of 

poverty and distress. The old grievances were revived, and a new set of reformers appeared.  

 

   The Attempt of M. M ánlius.ðThe first attempt to relieve the distress of the poor was that of 

Márcus Mánlius, the defender of the Cápitol. It is said that he rescued more than four hundred of 

his fellow-citizens from imprisonment by lending them money without interest. He sold his 

estates and devoted the proceeds to the relief of debtors. But from being a philanthropist, 

Mánlius soon became a social agitator, and by his harangues sought to inflame the people against 

the government. The patrícians therefore sought to crush him. He was charged with conspiracy 

against the state, and was finally condemned to death. Although his motives and methods were 

not above reproach, his admirers placed him by the side of Sp. Cássius and Sp. Mȗlius as a 

friend of the people who was unjustly condemned on the charge of aspiring to be king.  
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   The Licínian Laws (367 B.C.).ðThe continuation of distress among the lower classes showed 

how useless it was to try to abolish poverty by mere acts of charity, or by exciting the populace. 

A more thorough mode of reform was adopted under the able leadership of the two tríbunes, C. 

Licínius Stólo and L. Séxtius. These men were able and broad-minded statesmen. It was not 

mere relief, but reformation, which they sought.  

 

   In the first place, they saw that some relief must be given to the helpless debtor class. But 

instead of confiscating all debts, they proposed that the interest already paid upon debts should 

be deducted from the principal; and that for the payment of the rest of the principal three yearsô 

time should be allowed.  

 

   In the next place, they saw that some definite regulation should be made in the distribution of 

the public land, which by right belonged to the plebéians as well as to the patrícians. They 

therefore provided that the occupation of the public land should be thrown open equally to all 

classes; that no person should receive and hold more than five hundred iúgera (about three 

hundred acres); and that the number of slaves employed on estates should be limited, thus giving 

an opportunity for the poor freemen to earn something for themselves.  

 

   Finally, they saw that the plebéians could not receive full justice until they were admitted to the 

highest offices of the state. They provided that the new ñmilitary tríbunateò should be done away 

with, and that cónsuls should hereafter always be elected, one of whom must be a plebéian.  

 

   It was natural that such an important scheme of legislation as this should meet with much 

opposition, but after a few years of strife, these proposals became laws. This noble body of law 

may be called the ñthird charter of Róman liberty.ò  

 

   The Prȗtor and Cúrule Ȗdiles.ðThe patrícians were yet loath to lose everything; and so the 

judicial power was taken away from the cónsuls and given to a new officer, called the prȗtor 

(367 B.C.), who must still be a patrícian; also it was provided that there should be two patrícian 

ȗdiles (called cúrule ȗdiles), to police the city, and to offset the plebéian ȗdiles. Although 

complete equality was not even yet reached, the struggle was practically ended; and the great 

Camíllus, who had been appointed dictator and had done much to reconcile the people, 

consecrated a temple to Concord. 

 

   Final Equality of the Orders.ðAfter the passage of the Licínian laws, there were a few 

offices which still remained in the possession of the patrícians. These were the dictatorship, the 

cénsorship, the prȗtorship, and the cúrule ȗdileship. But it was not many years before these 

offices also were open to the plebéians, and the last barrier between the two orders was thus 

broken down. There was then no longer any civil or political distinction between the patrícian 

and the plebéian. The old Róman aristocracy, which depended upon family relationship, passed 

away with the Licínian legislation and the laws which soon followed it. The union of patrícians 

and plebéians into one compact body of citizens was a triumph for Rome greater than the 

conquest of Véii, or any other foreign victory. By it she conquered herself. She destroyed for a 

time the elements of discord within her own borders, and prepared herself to become the ruler of 

the world. 
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CHAPTER X  

 

THE CONQUEST OF LÁTIUM  

 
Beginning of the Róman Conquest, I.ðThe Great Látin War (340-338 B.C.), II.ðThe Pacification of Látium, III. 

 

 

I. BEGINNING OF THE RÓMAN CONQUEST 

 

   Character of the New Period.ðThe next period of Róman history is that in which Rome 

began her great career of conquest, in which she extended her dominion from the banks of the 

Tíber to the shores of the Itálian peninsula. We are now to see how Rome became the great 

conquering nation of the world. The years which lie before us are therefore years which are filled 

with the clash of arms and the stories of battles. But they are also years in which Rome learned 

new lessons of government and law; and in which she came into contact with more civilized 

peoples, and became herself more civilized. 

 

   Róman Territory about the Tíber.ðTo understand the course of the Róman conquests, we 

should first keep in mind the extent of her territory at the beginning of this period. Much of the 

land about the Tíber, which she had lost with the expulsion of the kings, she had gradually 

recovered. So that now her territory included lands not only in Látium, but also in Etrúria toward 

the north, and in the Vólscian country toward the south. The Róman territory at the beginning of 

this period was not large, but it was compact and well organized into twenty-seven local tribes, 

twenty-three in the country and four in the city. The most formidable and dangerous neighbors of 

Rome at this time were the Etrúscans on the north and the Sámnites on the south.  

 

   The First Sámnite War in Campánia (343-341 B.C.).ðIn extending their territory, the 

Rómans first came into contact with the Sámnites, the most warlike people of central Ítaly. But 

the first Sámnite war was, as we shall see, scarcely more than a prelude to the great Látin war 

and the conquest of Látium. The people of Sámnium had from their mountain home spread to the 

southwest into the plains of Campánia. They had already taken Cápua from the Etrúscans, and 

Cúmæ from the Greeks. Enamored with the soft climate of the plains and the refined manners of 

the Greeks, the Sámnites in Campánia had lost their primitive valor, and had become estranged 

from the old Sámnite stock. In a quarrel which broke out between the old Sámnites of the 

mountains and the Campánians, the latter appealed to Rome for help, and promised to become 

loyal Róman subjects. Although Rome had previously made a treaty with the Sámnites, she did 

not hesitate to break this treaty, professing that 

she was under greater obligations to her new 

subjects than to her old allies. In this way 

began the first contest between Rome and 

Sámnium for supremacy in central Ítaly, a 

contest which took place on the plains of 

Campánia.  

 

   Battles of Mt. Gáurus and Suéssula.ð

Very little is known of the details of this war. 

According to a tradition, which is not very 

trustworthy, two Róman armies were sent into 

the field, the one for the protection of 

Campánia, and the other for the invasion of 
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Sámnium. The first army, it is said, met the Sámnites at Mt. Gáurus, near Cúmæ, and gained a 

decisive victory. The Sámnites retreated toward the mountains, and rallied at Suéssula, where 

they were again defeated by the two Róman armies, which had united against them. So brilliant 

was the success of the Rómans that the Carthagínians, it is said, sent to them a congratulatory 

message and a golden crown. Although these stories may not be entirely true, it is quite certain 

that the Rómans obtained control of the northern part of Campánia. 

 

   Mutiny of the Róman Légions.ðThis success, however, was marred by a mutiny of the 

Róman soldiers, who were stationed at Cápua for the winter, and who threatened to take 

possession of the city as a reward for their services. They submitted only on the passage of a 

solemn law declaring that every soldier should have a just share in the fruits of war, regular pay, 

and a part of the booty; and that no soldier should be discharged against his will. 

 

   Rome withdraws from the War.ðThe discontent of the soldiers in the field soon spread to 

the Látin allies. The Látins had assisted the Rómans and had taken a prominent part in the war; 

and while the Róman army was in a state of mutiny, they were the chief defenders of Campánia 

against the Sámnites. The Campánians, therefore, began to look to the Látins instead of the 

Rómans, for protection; and they too shared in the general defection against Rome. Under these 

circumstances, Rome saw the need of subduing her own allies before undertaking a war with a 

foreign enemy. She therefore made a treaty with the Sámnites, withdrew from the war, and 

prepared for the conquest of Látium. 

 

 

II. THE GREAT LÁTIN WAR (340-338 B.C.) 

 

   The Demands of the Látins.ðThe relations between Rome and the Látin cities had been 

different at different times. In very early times, we remember, Rome was at the head of the Látin 

confederacy. Later she was united to the Látin league by a treaty of equal alliance, formed by Sp. 

Cássius. This treaty had been dissolved, and was afterward renewed. But the Látins believed that 

Rome wished to resume her old position as head of Látium; and this they were not willing to 

permit. They therefore decided that the time had now come to demand absolute equality with 

Rome; and if this were refused, to declare their independence. They at first sent an embassy to 

Rome, demanding that Rómans and Látins should be united in one republic, on terms of perfect 

equality, and that one cónsul and half of the senate be chosen from the Látins. This proposal was 

scornfully rejected. One senator, Mánlius, declared that he would stab the first Látin who was 

admitted to the senate. Meeting with such a rebuff, the Látins renounced their allegiance to the 

ñRóman Júpiterò and commenced their war for independence.  

 

   The Parties to the War .ðWhen Rome withdrew from the first Sámnite war, and formed a 

treaty with Sámnium, the Látins continued to fight in behalf of the Campánians. The Látins and 

Campánians, therefore, continued their friendly relations, and became the common enemies of 

Rome and Sámnium. By such a curious turn of fortune, Rome was able to fight her previous 

allies, the Látins, with the aid of her previous enemy, the Sámnites.  

 

   Battle of Mt. Vesúvius and the Defeat of the Látins.ðAs Látium was now a hostile country, 

the Róman armies, under Mánlius Torquátus and Décius Mus, were obliged to march around the 

northeastern boundaries of Látium, to join the Sámnite forces. When they had formed a union in 

Sámnium, they invaded Campánia. They soon gained a decisive victory near Mt. Vesúvius. 

Driven from Campánia, the Látins continued the war with resolute courage, but without avail. 

Tíbur, Prænéste, Arícia, Lanúvium, Velítræ, and Ántium were conquered in succession; and in 

the third year the last city, Pédum, also surrendered, and the Látin revolt was at an end. 
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   Stories of Mánlius and Décius.ðThere are two famous stories which are told in connection 

with this war, and which illustrate two traits of the Róman character - stern authority and 

patriotic devotion. The first story is told of Títus Mánlius, the son of the cónsul commanding the 

army. The young Mánlius, contrary to his fatherôs orders, left the ranks to fight a single combat 

with one of the enemyôs champions. The enemy was slain, and Mánlius carried the spoils in 

triumph to his father. But the father, instead of congratulating his son on his success, condemned 

him to death for disobedience of orders. From this time the ñMánlian ordersò became a synonym 

for the severest discipline. The other story is told of Décius Mus, the cónsul, who, in response to 

a vision, sacrificed his own life that the Róman army might prevail. 

 

 

III. THE PACIFICATION OF LÁTIUM 

 

   Romeôs Policy of Pacification.ðThe chief result of the great Látin war was the breaking up 

of the Látin confederacy, and the adoption of a more efficient method of governing the Látin 

towns. The repeated revolts of the Látins had shown the danger of dealing with a number of 

towns united in a league, or confederacy. The only safety seemed to lie in destroying the league 

and dealing with each city by itself. This was the Róman policy of isolation. It was also evident 

that all the cities were not equally fit to exercise the right of Róman citizenship; and upon this 

was based the distinction between perfect and imperfect citizenship. The subject towns of Látium 

and those of Campánia were thus treated in various ways.  

 

   Towns fully Incorporated.ðIn the first place, many of the towns of Látium were fully 

adopted into the Róman state. Their inhabitants became full Róman citizens, with all the private 

and public rights, comprising the right to trade and intermarry with Rómans, the right to vote in 

the assemblies at Rome, and the right to hold any public office. Their lands became a part of the 

Róman domain. The new territory was organized into two new tribes, making now the total 

number twenty-nine.  

 

   Towns partly Incorporated.ðBut most of the towns of Látium. received only a part of the 

rights of citizenship. To their inhabitants were given the right to trade and the right to intermarry 

with Róman citizens, but not the right to vote or to hold office. This imperfect, or qualified, 

citizenship (which had before been given to the town of Cȗre) now became known as the ñLátin 

right.ò  

 

   Látin and Róman Colonies.ðIn order to keep in subjection a refractory town, or to form an 

outpost on the frontier, it was customary to send out a body of citizen soldiers, who occupied the 

town. These were known as military, or Látin, colonies, and were made up of persons who 

possessed the Látin right. At the same time Rome established on the seacoast maritime, or 

Róman, colonies, as they were called, composed entirely of full Róman citizens.  

 

   Dependent Allies.ðThere were certain other towns which were not incorporated with Rome 

at all. They were allowed to retain their local government, but were compelled to make a treaty, 

by which they were obliged to cede their public lands to Rome, and to lend their support in time 

of war. 

 

   This wise method of treating the various subject communities cemented more closely the Látin 

cities to Rome; and was the beginning of an important policy, which was more fully carried out 

in the subsequent organization of Ítaly and of the Mediterránean world. 
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CHAPTER XI  
 

THE CONQUEST OF CENTRAL ÍTALY  

 
The Second Sámnite War (326-304 B.C.), I.ðThe Third Sámnite War (298-290 B.C.), II. 

Results of the Sámnite Wars, III. 
 

 

I. THE SECOND SÁMNITE WAR (326-304 B.C.) 

 

    Renewal of the Struggle for Central Í taly.ðThe question as to who should be supreme in 

central Ítaly, Rome or Sámnium, was not yet decided. The first struggle had been interrupted by 

the Látin war; and a twelve yearsô peace followed. The Sámnites saw that Rome was becoming 

stronger and stronger. But they could not prevent this, because they themselves were threatened 

in the south by a new enemy. Alexánder of Epírus, the uncle of Alexánder the Great, had invaded 

Ítaly to aid the people of Taréntum, and also with the hope of building up a new empire in the 

West. Rome also regarded Alexánder as a possible enemy, and hastened to make a treaty with 

him against the Sámnites. But the death of Alexánder left the Tárentines to shift for themselves, 

and left the Sámnites free to use their whole force against Rome in the decisive struggle now to 

come for the mastery of central Ítaly.  

 

   Cause of the War again in Campánia.ðThe direct cause of the second Sámnite war, like that 

of the first, grew out of troubles in Campánia. Here were situated the twin cities of Palȗpolis (the 

old city) and Neápolis (the new city), which were still in the hands of the Greeks, but under the 

protection of the Sámnites. Many disputes arose between the people of these cities and the 

Róman settlers in Campánia. Palȗpolis appealed to the Sámnites for help, and a strong garrison 

was given to it. The Rómans demanded that this garrison should be withdrawn. The Sámnites 

refused. The Rómans then declared war and laid siege to Palȗpolis, which was soon captured by 

Q. Publílius Phílo. 

 

   Battle at the Cáudine Forks (321 B.C.).ðIn the early part of the war the Rómans were nearly 

everywhere successful. They formed alliances with the Apúlians and Lucánians on the south, and 

they also took the strong city of Lucéria in Apúlia; so that the Sámnites were surrounded by the 

Róman army and their allies. But in spite of these successes, the great Sámnite general, Póntius, 

inflicted upon the Rómans one of the most humiliating defeats that they ever suffered. The 

Róman cónsuls in Campánia, deceived by the false report that Lucéria was besieged by the 

whole Sámnite force, decided to hasten to its relief by going directly through the heart of the 

Sámnite territory. In passing through a defile in the mountains near Cáudium, called the 

ñCáudine Forks,ò the whole Róman force was entrapped by Póntius and obliged to surrender. 

The army was compelled to pass under the yoke; and the cónsuls were forced to make a treaty, 

yielding up all the territory conquered from the Sámnites. But the Róman senate refused to ratify 

this treaty, and delivered up the offending cónsuls to the Sámnites. Póntius, however, refused to 

accept the cónsuls as a compensation for the broken treaty; and demanded that the treaty should 

be kept, or else that the whole Róman army should be returned to the Cáudine Forks, where they 

had surrendered. Rome refused to do either, and the war was continued. 

 

   Uprising of the Etrúscans.ðAfter breaking this treaty and recovering her army, Rome looked 

forward to immediate success. But in this she was disappointed. Everything seemed now turning 

against her. The cities in Campánia revolted, the Sámnites conquered Lucéria in Apúlia and 

Fregéllæ on the Líris, and gained an important victory in the south of Látium near Ánxur. To add 
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to her troubles, the Etrúscans came to the aid of the Sámnites and attacked the Róman garrison at 

Sútrium. The hostile attitude of the Etrúscans aroused Rome to new vigor. Under the leadership 

of Q. Fábius Máximus Rulliánus, the tide was turned in her favor. Many victories were gained 

over the Etrúscans, closing with the decisive battle at Lake Vadimónis, and the submission of 

Etrúria to Rome. 

 

 

   Capture of Boviánum and End of the War.ðRome now made desperate efforts to recover 

her losses in the south. Under the cónsul L. Papírius Cúrsor, who was afterward appointed 

dictator, the Rómans recaptured Lucéria and Fregéllæ. The Sámnites were defeated at Cápua and 

driven out of Campánia. The war was then carried into Sámnium, and her chief city, Boviánum, 

was captured. This destroyed the last hope of the Sámnites. They sued for peace and were 

obliged to give up all their conquests and to enter into an alliance with Rome. 

 

 

II. THE THIRD SÁMNITE WAR (298-290 B.C.) 

 

   The Itálian Coalition against Rome.ðAlthough Rome was successful in the previous war, it 

required one more conflict to secure her supremacy in central Ítaly. This war is known as the 

third Sámnite war, but it was in fact a war between Rome and the principal nations of Ítaly - the 

Sámnites, the Úmbrians, the Etrúscans, and the Gauls. The Itálians saw that either Rome must be 

subdued, or else all Ítaly would be ruled by the city on the Tíber. This was really a war for Itálian 

independence.  

 

   Cause of the War in Lucánia.ðRome and Sámnium both saw the need of strengthening 

themselves for the coming conflict. Rome could depend upon the Látins, the Vólscians, and the 

Campánians in the south. She also brought under her power the Ȗquians and the Mársians on the 

east. So that all her forces were compact and well in hand. The Sámnites, on the contrary, were 

obliged to depend upon forces which were scattered from one end of the peninsula to the other. 

They determined first to win over to their side the Lucánians, who were their nearest neighbors 
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on the south, but who had been the allies of Rome in the previous war. This attempt of the 

Sámnites to get control of Lucánia led to the declaration of war by Rome. 

 

   The War carried into Etr úria .ðThe Sámnites now made the most heroic efforts to destroy 

their hated rival. Three armies were placed in the field, one to defend Sámnium, one to invade 

Campánia, and the third to march into Etrúria. This last army was expected to join the Úmbrians, 

the Etrúscans, and the Gauls, and to attack Rome from the north. This was a bold plan, and 

alarmed the city. Business was stopped, and all Róman citizens were called to arms. The Róman 

forces moved into Etrúria under the cónsuls Q. Fábius Rulliánus and Décius Mus, the son of the 

hero who sacrificed himself in the battle at Mt. Vesúvius. The hostile armies were soon scattered, 

and the Sámnites and Gauls retreated across the Ápennines to Sentínum. 

 

   Battle of Sentínum (295 B.C.).ð

Upon the famous field of Sentínum 

was decided the fate of Ítaly. Fábius 

was opposed to the Sámnites on the 

right wing; and Décius Mus was 

opposed to the Gauls on the left. 

Fábius held his ground; but the Róman 

left wing under Décius was driven 

back by the terrible charge of the 

Gállic war chariots. Décius, 

remembering his fatherôs example, 

devoted himself to death, and the 

Róman line was restored. The battle 

was finally decided in favor of the 

Rómans; and the hope of a united Ítaly 

under the leadership of Sámnium was 

destroyed.  

 

   End of the Itálian Coalition .ð

After the great battle of Sentínum, 

the Gauls dispersed; Úmbria ceased 

its resistance; and the Etrúscans 

made their peace in the following 

year. But the Sámnites continued 

the hopeless struggle in their own 

land. They were at last compelled to 

submit to Cúrius Dentátus, and to 

make peace with Rome. Another 

attempt to form a coalition against 

Rome, led by the Lucánians, failed; 

and Rome was left to organize her 

new possessions. 
 
 

       Sámnite Soldiers from Frieze at Nóla 

         (4
th
 Century B.C.) 
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The Victory and Death of the Cónsul Décius Mus (1617) 

Peter Paul Rubens (1577-1640), Liechtenstein Museum, Vienna 

 

 

III. RESULTS OF THE SÁMNITE WARS 

 

   Romeôs Position in Central Ítaly.ðThe great result of the Sámnite wars was to give Rome 

the controlling position in central Ítaly. The Sámnites were allowed to retain their own territory 

and their political independence. But they were compelled to give up all disputed land, and to 

become the subject allies of Rome. The Sámnites were a brave people and fought many 

desperate battles; but they lacked the organizing skill and resources of the Rómans. In this great 

struggle for supremacy Rome succeeded on account of her persistence and her great fortitude in 

times of danger and disaster; but more than all else, on account of her wonderful ability to unite 

the forces under her control. 

 

   Increase of the Róman Territory .ðAs a result of these wars, the Róman territory was 

extended in two directions. On the west side of the peninsula, the greater part of Campánia was 

brought into the Róman domain; and the Lucánians became the subject allies of Rome. On the 

east side the Sábines were incorporated with Rome, receiving the partial right of citizenship, 

which in a few years was extended to full citizenship. Úmbria was also subdued. The Róman 

domain now stretched across the Itálian peninsula from sea to sea. The inhabitants of Picénum 

and Apúlia also became subject allies.  

 

   The New Colonies.ðIn accordance with her usual policy, Rome secured herself by the 

establishment of new colonies. Two of these were established on the west side, one at Mintúrnæ 

at the mouth of the Líris River, and the other at Sinuéssa in Campánia. In the south a colony was 

placed at Venúsia, which was the most powerful garrison that Rome had ever established, up to 

this time. It was made up of twenty thousand Látin citizens, and was so situated as to cut off the 

connection between Sámnium and Taréntum. 
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CHAPTER XII  
 

THE CONQUEST OF SOUTHERN ÍTALY  

 
Rupture between Rome and Taréntum, I.ðWar with Pýrrhus (280-275 B.C.), II.ðFinal Reduction of Ítaly, III. 

 

 

I. RUPTURE BETWEEN ROME AND TARÉNTUM 

 

   Greek Cities in Southern Í taly.ðAll the peninsular portion of Ítaly was now under the 

practical dominion of Rome, except the Greek cities in the south. These cities were the centers of 

Greek art and culture. Situated upon the coast, they had engaged in commerce, and on account of 

their wealth they were subject to the depredations of their less civilized neighbors, the Lucánians 

and Brúttians. With no great capacity for organization, they were accustomed, when assailed, to 

appeal to some stronger power for help. They had sometimes looked to Greek princes, as in the 

case of Alexánder of Epírus. But now, when Thúrii was threatened by the Lucánians, this city 

threw itself upon the mercy of Rome. Rome promptly interfered, and placed garrisons not only in 

Thúrii, but also in other cities along the coast, as Cróton, Lócri, and Rhégium.  

 

   Rome and Taréntum.ðThe most important of the Greek cities of Ítaly was Taréntum. This 

city was now alarmed at the rapid advances made by Rome on the southern coast. Hemmed in on 

all sides by the Róman outposts, Taréntum found it necessary to decide whether she should open 

her gates to Rome, or maintain her independence with the aid of some Greek ally. She had 

already a commercial treaty with Rome, which prevented the ships of the latter power from 

passing the Lacínian promontory. But this treaty would not prevent the Róman armies from 

threatening the city by land.  

 

   Cause of the Rupture.ðWhile this question was yet undecided, a Róman war fleet, on its 

way to the coast of Úmbria, anchored in the harbor of Taréntum. The people were angered by 

this breach of the treaty, and immediately attacked the fleet. Five of the Róman vessels were 

captured, and the crews were either put to death or sold into slavery. A Róman embassy which 

was sent to Taréntum to demand reparation was 

grossly insulted. The Rómans thereupon declared 

war, and sent an army to subdue the insolent city.  

 
Pýrrhus of Epírus, Museo Archeologico Nazionale, Náples 

 

   Taréntum calls upon Pýrrhus .ðThere was 

now but one course open to the people of 

Taréntum, and that was to appeal to Greece for 

protection. Pýrrhus was at this time king of 

Epírus. He was a brilliant and ambitious leader, 

and aspired to found an empire in the West. When 

Taréntum appealed to him for help, he was ready 

not only to aid this city, but to rescue all the 

Greek cities of Ítaly from Rome, and also all the 

cities of Sícily from the power of Cárthage. The 

war which the Rómans began against Taréntum 

was thus turned into a war against Pýrrhus, who 

was the ablest general of his time.  
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II. WAR WITH PÝRRHUS (280-275 B.C.) 

 

   Pýrrhus lands in Í taly.ðPýrrhus landed in Ítaly, bringing with him a mercenary army raised 

in different parts of Greece, consisting of twenty-five thousand men and twenty elephants. 

Taréntum was placed under the strictest military discipline. Rome, on her part, made the greatest 

preparations to meet the invader. Her garrisons were strengthened. One army was sent into 

Etrúria, to prevent an uprising in the north; and the main army, under the cónsul Valérius 

Lævínus, was sent to southern Ítaly. 

 

   Battle of Heracléa (B. C. 280).ðThe first battle between the Itálian and Greek soldiers 

occurred at Heracléa, not far from Taréntum. It was here that the Róman légion first came into 

contact with the Macedónian phálanx. The légion was drawn up in three separate lines, in open 

order; and the soldiers, after hurling the javelins, fought at close quarters with the sword. The 

phálanx, on the other hand, was a solid mass of soldiers in close order, with their shields 

touching, and twenty or thirty ranks deep. Its weapon was a long spear, so long that the points of 

the first five ranks all projected in front of the first rank. Pýrrhus selected his ground on the open 

plain. Seven times the Róman 

légions charged against his 

unbroken phálanxes. After the 

Róman attack was exhausted, 

Pýrrhus turned his elephants 

upon the Róman cavalry, 

which fled in confusion, 

followed by the rest of the 

Róman army. The Rómans, 

though defeated in this battle, 

displayed wonderful courage 

and discipline, so that Pýrrhus 

exclaimed, ñWith such an army 

I could conquer the world!ò  

 

   Embassy of Cíneas.ðThe 

great losses which Pyrrhus 

suffered convinced him that the 

Rómans could not be 

conquered with the forces 

which he had under his 

command; and that he had 

better turn his attention to the 

Carthagínians in Sícily. He 

therefore resolved to use his victory as a means of obtaining an honorable peace with the 

Rómans. His most trusted minister, Cíneas, who is said to have conquered more nations with his 

tongue than Pýrrhus had with his sword, was sent to Rome with the proposal to make peace, on 

condition that the Rómans should relinquish their conquests in southern Ítaly. So persuasive were 

the words of Cíneas, that the Róman senate seemed ready to consider his offer. But the charm of 

his speech was broken by the stern eloquence of Áppius Cláudius, the blind old cénsor, who 

called upon the senate never to make peace with an enemy on Róman soil. Failing in his mission, 

Cíneas returned to his master with the report that the Róman senate was ñan assembly of kings.ò 

To give force to the claims of Cíneas, Pýrrhus had pushed his army into Campánia, and even into 

Látium; but finding the cities loyal to Rome, he withdrew again to Taréntum.  
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   Battle of Ásculum (279 B.C.).ðIn southern Ítaly, Pýrrhus received the support of the Greek 

cities, of the Brúttians, the Lucánians, and even the Sámnites. In the next year he marched into 

Apúlia, in the direction of the Róman stronghold Lucéria. The hostile armies met at Ásculum, a 

few miles south of Lucéria. The battle of Ásculum was a repetition of Heracléa. The Róman 

légions charged in vain against the Greek phálanxes; and were then routed by the elephants, 

which they could not withstand. But again, although the Rómans were defeated, the great losses 

of Pýrrhus prevented him from following up his victory. 

 

   Pýrrhus in Sícily (278-276 B.C.).ðPýrrhus resolved to turn his back upon Ítaly, where his 

victories had been so barren, and go to the rescue of the Greek cities in Sícily, which were 

subject to Cárthage. Leaving his general, Mílo, at Taréntum, he crossed over to Sýracuse, and 

gained many victories over the Carthagínians. He drove them to their stronghold in Lilybȗum, at 

the western extremity of the island; but this city he failed to capture. He then called upon the 

people of Sícily to build a fleet, but they murmured at his severe command. Believing that such a 

people was unworthy of his aid, he returned to Taréntum. In the meantime the Rómans had 

recovered nearly all their lost ground in southern Ítaly.  

 

   Battle of Benevéntum and Departure of Pýrrhus (275 B.C.).ðBefore abandoning Ítaly, 

Pýrrhus determined once more to try the fortunes of war. One of the cónsular armies, under 

Cúrius Dentátus, lay in a strong position near Benevéntum in the hilly regions of Sámnium. 

Pýrrhus resolved to attack this army before it could be reënforced. He stormed the Róman 

position, and was repulsed. The Róman cónsul then pursued him to the plains and gained a 

complete victory. Baffled and disappointed, Pýrrhus retreated to Taréntum; and leaving a 

garrison in that city under his lieutenant, Mílo, he led the remnants of his army back to Greece.  

 

 

III. FINAL REDUCTION OF ÍTALY  

 

   Fall of Taréntum (272 B.C.).ðAfter the departure of Pýrrhus, Rome had no real rival left in 

Ítaly. The complete reduction of the peninsula speedily followed. Taréntum was besieged, and 

after a stubborn resistance of four years, Mílo agreed to surrender, on condition of being allowed 

to withdraw his garrison to Epírus (272 B.C.). The city was allowed to retain its local 

government, but was obliged to pay an annual tribute to Rome. 

 

   The Lucánians, Brúttians, and Sámnites.ðSome of the people in the south of Ítaly were still 

loath to accept the supremacy of Rome, and kept up a kind of guerrilla warfare for some time. 

But the Lucánians and Brúttians were soon obliged to submit, and all the cities on the coast 

finally came under the Róman power. A temporary revolt of the Sámnites was also crushed. The 

Róman power in the south was secured by strong colonies, planted at Pȗstum in Lucánia (273 

B.C.) and at Benevéntum in Sámnium (268 B.C.). 

 

   Picénum and Úmbria .ðWith the south pacified, Rome soon brought into submission the 

Itálian remnants on the eastern coast. The chief city of Picénum, Ancóna, was taken by storm 

(268 B.C.), and the whole country was reduced. Farther to the north, the chief city of Úmbria, 

Aríminum, was also taken (266 B.C.), and the territory yielded to Rome. 

 

   Reduction of Etrúria .ðA spirit of defection still existed in some parts of Etrúria. The most 

haughty of the Etrúscan cities was Volsínii, which was selected as an example. Its walls were 

razed to the ground, and its works of art were transferred to Rome. After the fall of this city, all 

the other towns not already allied to Rome were willing to submit; and Rome ruled supreme 

from the Rúbicon and Mácra to the Sicílian strait. 
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CHAPTER XIII  
 

SUPREMACY OF ROME IN ÍTALY  

 
The Sovereign Róman State, I.ðThe Subject Communities, II.ðThe Military System, III. 

 

 

I. THE SOVEREIGN RÓMAN STATE  

 

   The Sovereign and Subject Communities.ðTo understand properly the history of Rome, we 

must study not only the way in which she conquered her territory, but also the way in which she 

organized and governed it. The study of her wars and battles is less important than the study of 

her policy. Rome was always learning lessons in the art of government. As she grew in power, 

she also grew in political wisdom. With every extension of her territory, she was obliged to 

extend her authority as a sovereign power. If we would comprehend the political system which 

grew up in Ítaly, we must keep clearly in mind the distinction between the people who made up 

the sovereign body of the state, and the people who made up the subject communities of Ítaly. 

Just as in early times we saw two distinct bodies, the patrícian body, which ruled the state, and 

the plebéian body, which was subject to the state; so now we shall see, on the one hand, a ruling 

body of citizens, who lived in and outside the city upon the Róman domain (áger Románus), and 

on the other hand, a subject body of people, living in towns and cities throughout the rest of 

Ítaly. In other words, we shall see a part of the territory and people incorporated into the state, 

and another part unincorporated, the one a sovereign community, and the other comprising a 

number of subject communities.  

 

   Extent of the Róman Domain.ðThe Róman domain proper, or the áger Románus, was that 

part of the territory in which the people became incorporated into the state, and were admitted to 

the rights of citizenship. It was the sovereign domain of the Róman people. This domain land, or 

incorporated territory, had been gradually growing while the conquest of Ítaly was going on. It 

now included, speaking generally, the most of Látium, northern Campánia, southern Etrúria, the 

Sábine country, Picénum, and a part of Úmbria. There were a few towns within this area, like 

Tíbur and Prænéste, which were not incorporated, and hence not a part of the domain land, but 

retained the position of subject allies.  

 

   The Thirty -three Tribes.ðWithin the Róman domain were the local tribes, which had now 

increased in number to thirty-three. They included four urban tribes, that is, the wards of the city, 

and twenty-nine rural tribes, which were like townships in the country. All the persons who lived 

in these tribal districts and were enrolled, formed a part of the sovereign body of the Róman 

people, that is, they had a share in the government, in making the laws, and in electing the 

magistrates.  

 

   The Róman Colonies.ðThe colonies of citizens sent out by Rome were allowed to retain all 

their rights of citizenship, being permitted even to come to Rome at any time to vote and help 

make the laws. These colonies of Róman citizens thus formed a part of the sovereign state; and 

their territory, wherever it might be situated, was regarded as a part of the áger Románus. Such 

were the colonies along the seacoast, the most important of which were situated on the shores of 

Látium and of adjoining lands.  

 

 

  



 

54 

 

   The Róman Munic ípia.ðRome incorporated into her territory some of the conquered towns 

under the name of municípia, which possessed all the burdens and some of the rights of 

citizenship. At first, such towns (like Cȗre) received the private but not the public rights (cívitas 

síne suffrágio) and the towns might govern themselves or be governed by a prefect sent from 

Rome. In time, however, the municípia obtained not only local self-government but also full 

Róman citizenship; and this arrangement was the basis of the Róman municipal system of later 

times.  

 

 

II. THE SUBJECT COMMUNITIES 

 

   The Subject Territory .ðOver against this sovereign body of citizens living upon the áger 

Románus, were the subject communities scattered throughout the length and breadth of the 

peninsula. The inhabitants of this territory had no share in the Róman government. Neither could 

they declare war, make peace, form alliances, or coin money, without the consent of Rome. 

Although they might have many privileges given to them, and might govern themselves in their 

own cities, they formed no part of the sovereign body of the Róman people.  

 

   The Látin Colonies.ðOne part of the subject communities of Ítaly comprised the Látin 

colonies. These were the military garrisons which Rome sent out to hold in subjection a 

conquered city or territory. They were generally made up of veteran soldiers, or sometimes of 

poor Róman citizens, who were placed upon the conquered land and who ruled the conquered 

people. But such garrisons did not retain the full rights of citizens. They lost the political rights, 

and generally the conúbium, but retained the commércium. These colonies, scattered as they were 

throughout Ítaly, carried with them the Látin language and the Róman spirit, and thus aided in 

extending the influence of Rome. 

 

   The Itálian Allies.ðThe largest part of the subject communities were the Itálian cities which 

were conquered and left free to govern themselves, but which were bound to Rome by a special 

treaty. They were obliged to recognize the sovereign power of Rome. They were not subject to 

the land tax which fell upon Róman citizens, but were obliged to furnish troops for the Róman 

army in times of war. These cities of Ítaly, thus held in subjection to Rome by a special treaty, 

were known as federated cities (civitátes fîderátæ), or simply as allies (sócii); they formed the 

most important part of the Itálian population not incorporated into the Róman state.  

 

   This method of governing Ítaly was, in some respects, based upon the policy which had 

formerly been adopted for the government of Látium. The important distinction between 

Rómans, Látins, and Itálians continued until the ñsocial warò. 

 

 

III. THE MILITARY SYSTEM 

 

   The Róman Army .ðThe conquest of Ítaly was due, in great measure, to the efficiency of the 

Róman army. The strength of the Róman government, too, depended upon the army, which was 

the real support of the civil power. By their conquests the Rómans became a nation of warriors. 

Every citizen between the ages of seventeen and forty-five was obliged to serve in the army, 

when the public service required it. In early times the wars lasted only for a short period, and 

consisted in ravaging the fields of the enemy; and the soldierôs reward was the booty which he 

was able to capture. But after the siege of Véii, the term of service became longer, and it became 

necessary to give to the soldiers regular pay. This pay, with the prospect of plunder and of a 

share in the allotment of conquered land; furnished a strong motive to render faithful service.  
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   Divisions of the Army.ðIn case 

of war it was customary to raise 

four légions, two for each cónsul. 

Each légion was composed of thirty 

mániples, or companies, of heavy-

armed troops, twenty mániples 

consisting of one hundred and 

twenty men each, and ten mániples 

of sixty men each, making in all 

three thousand heavy-armed troops. 

There were also twelve hundred 

light-armed troops, not organized in 

mániples. The whole number of 

men in a légion was therefore forty-

two hundred. To each légion was 

usually joined a body of cavalry, 

numbering three hundred men. 

After the reduction of Látium and 

Ítaly, the allied cities were also 

obliged to furnish a certain number 

of men, according to the terms of 

the treaty.  
 

Róman Military Standards 

 

 

   Order of Battle.ðIn ancient times the Rómans fought in the manner of the Greek phálanx, in 

a solid square. This arrangement was well suited to withstand an attack on a level plain, but it 

was not adapted to aggressive warfare. About the time of Camíllus, the Rómans introduced the 

more open order of ñmániples.ò When drawn up in order of battle, the légion was arranged in 

three lines: first, the hastáti, made up of young men; second, the príncipes, composed of the 

more experienced soldiers; and third, the triárii , which comprised the veterans, capable of 

supporting the other two lines. Each line was composed of ten mániples, those of the first two 

lines consisting of one hundred and twenty men each, and those of the third line consisting of 

sixty men each; the mániples, or companies, in each line were so arranged that they were 

opposite the spaces in the next line, as follows: 

 

1. Hastáti ð  ð  ð  ð  ð  ð  ð  ð  ð  ð  

2. Príncipes  ð  ð  ð  ð  ð  ð  ð  ð  ð  ð 

3. Triárii  ð  ð  ð  ð  ð  ð  ð  ð  ð  ð  

 

   This arrangement enabled the companies in front to retreat into the spaces in the rear, or the 

companies in the rear to advance to the spaces in front. Behind the third line usually fought the 

light-armed and less experienced soldiers (rorárii  and accénsi). Each mániple carried its own 

ensign; and the légion carried a standard surmounted with a silver eagle.  
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   Armor and Weapons.ðThe defensive armor of all the 

three lines was alike - a coat of mail for the breast, a brass 

helmet for the head, greaves for the legs, and a large oblong 

shield carried upon the left arm. For offensive weapons, 

each man carried a short sword, which could be used for 

cutting or thrusting. The soldiers in the first two lines each 

had also two javelins, to be hurled at the enemy before 

coming into close quarters; and those of the third line each 

had a long lance, which could be used for piercing. It was 

with such arms as these that the Róman soldiers conquered 

Ítaly. 

 

   Military Rewards and Honors.ðThe Rómans 

encouraged the soldiers with rewards for their bravery. 

These were bestowed by the general in the presence of the 

whole army. The highest individual reward was the ñcivic 

crown,ò made of oak leaves, given to him who had saved 

the life of a fellow-citizen on the battlefield. Other suitable 

rewards, such as golden crowns, banners of different colors, 

and ornaments, were bestowed for singular bravery. When a 

general slew the general of the enemy, the captured spoils 

(spólia opíma) were hung up in the temple of Júpiter 

Ferétrius. The highest military honor which the Róman state 

could bestow was a triumph, a solemn procession, decreed 

by the senate, in which the victorious general, with his 

army, marched through the city to the Cápitol, bearing in his 

train the trophies of war. 
 

Stéle of Róman Soldier (1
st
 Century B.C.), British Museum, London 

 

 

Róman Gládii or Short-Swords (Reconstruction) 

 

   Military Roads .ðAn important part of the military 

system of Rome was the network of military roads by which 

her armies and munitions of war could be sent into every 

part of Ítaly. The first military road was the Áppian Way 

(vía Áppia), built by Áppius Cláudius during the Sámnite 

wars. It connected Rome with Cápua, and was afterward 

extended to Benevéntum and Venúsia, and finally as far as 

Brundísium. This furnished a model for the roads which 

were subsequently laid out to other points in Ítaly. The Látin 

Way (vía Latína) ran south into the Sámnite country and 

connected with the Áppian Way near Cápua and at 

Benevéntum. The Flamínian Way (vía Flamínia) ran north through eastern Etrúria and Úmbria to 

Aríminum. From this last-mentioned place, the Æmílian Way (vía Æmília) extended into 

Cisálpine Gaul as far as Placéntia on the river Po. Another important road, the Cássian Way (vía 

Cássia) ran through central Etrúria to Arrétium, and connected with the Æmílian Way in 

Cisálpine Gaul. Along the western coast of Etrúria ran the Aurélian Way (vía Aurélia). These 

were the chief military roads constructed during the time of the republic. So durable were these 

highways that their remains exist to the present day. 
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          Áppian Way with Cláudian Aqueduct in Distance     Monuments along the Áppian Way 

 Photograph by James Anderson (1813-1877)          Photograph by Giorgio Sommer (1834-1914) 
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CHAPTER XIV   

 

THE FIRST PÚNIC WAR (264-241 B.C.)  

 
Cárthage and Rome, I.ðOperations of the First Púnic War, II.ðEvents Following the War (241-218 B.C.), III. 

 

 

I. CÁRTHAGE AND ROME 

 

   Beginning of Foreign Conquests.ðThe ambition and the resources of Rome were not 

exhausted with the conquest of Ítaly. It was but a step from the Greek cities of Ítaly to the Greek 

cities of Sícily. But when Rome ventured to cross the Sicílian Strait, she was drawn into a 

struggle which was not ended until she was mistress of the Mediterránean. In passing beyond the 

limits of her own peninsula, she became one of the great world powers. The strength which she 

had acquired in her wars with the Látins and Etrúscans and Sámnites, she was now to use in the 

greater conflicts with Cárthage and Macedónia and Sýria. 
 

   The Origin of Cárthage.ðThe first foreign power 

with which Rome came in contact, outside of Ítaly, was 

Cárthage. This city was originally a colony of Tyre, 

and had come to be the capital of a great commercial 

empire on the northern coast of África. The origin of 

Cárthage, like that of Rome, is almost lost in the clouds 

of tradition. An old story tells us how Queen Dído was 

driven from Tyre and landed in África, as Ænéas did in 

Ítaly, with a band of fugitives. It is said that Dído 

purchased from the Áfrican princes as much land as an 

oxhide would cover; and cunningly cut the hide into 

thin strips and encircled enough land, upon which to 

found a city. Vérgil has told us the romantic story of 

Dído and Ænéas, and the death of the queen. But all we 

really know of the origin of this city is that it was 

settled by Phînícians from Tyre, and early acquired 

dominion over the native races of África, the Lýdians 

and the Numídians. 

The Death of Dído, Andrea Sacchi (1599-1661) 
             Musee des Beaux-Arts, Caen 

 

   Government of Cárthage.ðWhen Cárthage came into conflict with Rome, it had in some 

respects the same kind of government as the Róman republic. It had two chief magistrates (called 

suffétes), corresponding to the Róman cónsuls. It had a council of elders, called the ñhundred,ò 

which we might compare to the Róman senate. It had also an assembly something like the 

Róman comítia. But while the Carthagínian government had some outward similarity to the 

Róman, it was in its spirit very different. The real power was exercised by a few wealthy and 

prominent families. The Carthagínians, moreover, did not understand the Róman method of 

incorporating their subjects into the state; and hence did not possess a great body of loyal 

citizens, as did Rome. But one great advantage of the Carthagínian government was the fact that 

it placed the command of the army in the hands of a permanent able leader, and not in the hands 

of its civil magistrates, who were constantly changing as were the cónsuls at Rome. 
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   The Civilization of Cárthage.ðCárthage brought into the western Mediterránean the ideas 

and civilization which the Phînícians had developed in the East. Her power was based upon 

trade and commercial supremacy. She had brought under her control the trading colonies of 

northern África and many of the Greek cities of Sícily. She was, in fact, the great merchant of the 

Mediterránean. She had grown wealthy and strong by buying and selling the products of the East 

and the West - the purple of Tyre, the frankincense of Arábia, the linen of Égypt, the gold of 

Spain, the silver of the Baléaric Isles, the tin of Brítain, and the iron of Élba. She had formed 

commercial treaties with the chief countries of the world. She coveted not only the Greek cities 

of Sícily, but the Greek cities of Ítaly as well. We can thus see how Rome and Cárthage became 

rivals for the possession of the countries bordering upon the western Mediterránean Sea. 

 

 
 

Photograph of the Púnic Port of Cárthage (ca. 1900) 

 

 
 

   Rome and Cárthage Compared.ðIn comparing these two great rivals of the West, we might 

say that they were nearly equal in strength and resources. Cárthage had greater wealth, but Rome 

had a better organization. Cárthage had a more powerful navy, but Rome had a more efficient 

army. Cárthage had more brilliant leaders, while Rome had a more steadfast body of citizens. 
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The main strength of Cárthage rested in her wealth and commercial resources, while that of 

Rome depended upon the character of her people and her well-organized political system. The 

greatness of the Carthagínians was shown in their successes, while the greatness of the Rómans 

was most fully revealed in the dark hours of disaster and trial. 

 

 

II. OPERATIONS OF THE FIRST PÚNIC WAR 

 

   Outbreak of the War in Sícily (264 B.C.).ðThe first conflict between Rome and Cárthage, 

which is known as the first Púnic war, began in Sícily; and really came to be a contest for the 

possession of that island. Sícily was at this time divided between three powers. (1) Cárthage held 

all the western part of the island, with the important cities of Agrigéntum on the south, Panórmus 

on the north, and Lilybȗum at the extreme point. (2) The southeastern part of the island was 

under the control of the king of Sýracuse, who ruled not only this city, but also some of the 

neighboring towns. (3) The northeastern corner of the island was in the possession of a body of 

Campánian soldiers, who had been in the service of the king of Sýracuse, and who, on returning 

home, had treacherously seized the city of Messána. 

 

   These Campánian mercenaries, who called themselves Mámertines, or Sons of Mars, murdered  

the inhabitants and ravaged the surrounding country. The king of Sýracuse attacked them, laid 

siege to their city, and reduced them to such an extremity that they felt obliged to look for help. 

The choice lay between Rome and Cárthage. They finally decided to call upon Rome for help. 

The Róman senate hesitated to help these robbers against Sýracuse, which was a friendly power. 

But when the question was left to the assembly, the people fearing that Cárthage would be called 

upon if they refused, it was decided to help the Mámertines, and thus prevent the Carthagínians 

from getting possession of this part of Sícily. In this way began the first Púnic war. 

 

 

   Capture of Messána and Agrigéntum.ðA Róman army, under Áppius Cláudius, was 

dispatched to Sícily, and gained a foothold upon the island. But the Mámertines, during the delay 

of the Rómans, had already admitted a Carthagínian garrison into the city. This seemed to the 

Róman general to be a breach of faith. He accordingly invited the Carthagínian commander, 

Hánno, to a friendly conference, and then treacherously ordered him to be seized. Whereupon the 

latter, in order to regain his liberty, agreed to give up the city. Thus the Rómans got possession 
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of Messána. The king of Sýracuse then formed an alliance with the Carthagínians to drive the 

Rómans out of the island; but both their armies were defeated. When the Rómans had thus 

shown their superiority, the king of Sýracuse changed his policy and formed an alliance with the 

Rómans to drive the Carthagínians out of the island. Town after town fell before the Róman 

army; and in the second year of the war, the important city of Agrigéntum was captured, after a 

siege of seven months (262 B.C.). 

  

   Rome becomes a Naval Power.ðThe Rómans now learned that Cárthage, to be overcome, 

must be met upon the sea, as well as upon the land. When the Carthagínian fleet first appeared, it 

recovered most of the coastal cities which had been lost to the Rómans. It ravaged the coasts of 

Ítaly, and by its command of the sea made it difficult for Rome to send fresh troops to Sícily. 

The Rómans had, it is true, a few ships; but these were tríremes, or ships with only three banks of 

oars, and were unable to cope with the great Carthagínian vessels, which were quínquiremes, or 

ships with five banks of oars. The Rómans saw that they must either give up the war, or else 

build a fleet equal to that of the Carthagínians. Taking as a model a Carthagínian vessel which 

had been wrecked on the Itálian shore, they constructed, it is said, a hundred vessels like it in 

sixty days. In the meantime their soldiers were trained into sailors by practicing the art of rowing 

upon rude benches built upon the land and arranged like the banks of a real vessel. The Rómans 

knew that their soldiers were better than the Carthagínians in a hand-to-hand encounter. To 

maintain this advantage, they provided their ships with drawbridges which could be used in 

boarding the enemyôs vessels. Thus equipped with a fleet, Rome ventured upon the sea as a rival 

of the first naval power of the world.  

 

   Victory of Duílius at Mýlæ (260 B.C.).ðThe new Róman fleet was put under the command 

of the cónsul Duílius. The Carthagínians were now plundering the northern coast of Sícily near 

Mýlæ. Without delay Duílius sailed to meet them. As the fleets came together, the Rómans 

dropped their drawbridges upon the enemyôs ships and quickly boarded them. In the hand-to-

hand encounter, the Rómans proved their superiority. The Carthagínians were routed; and fifty of 

their vessels were either sunk or captured. This was a most decisive victory. The Rómans had 

fought and gained their first great battle upon the sea. Duílius was given a magnificent triumph, 

and to commemorate the victory, a column was erected in the Fórum, adorned with the beaks of 

the captured vessels (Colúmna Rostráta). 

 

   Invasion, of África by Régulus, (256 B.C.).ðElated by this success, the Rómans felt 

prepared to carry the war into África. With a still larger fleet, they defeated the Carthagínian 

squadron which attempted to bar their way on the southern coast of Sícily, off the promontory of 

Écnomus. Two légions, under L. Mánlius Vúlso and Régulus, landed on the coast of África east 

of Cárthage, and laid waste the country. So easily was this accomplished that the Rómans 

decided that one cónsul, with his army, would be enough to finish the work in África. Vúlso was 

therefore recalled, and Régulus remained. The Carthagínians attempted in vain to make peace; 

and in despair, it is said, even threw some of their children into the flames to propitiate their god 

Móloch. They then placed their army in the hands of a Spártan soldier named Xanthíppus. This 

general defeated the Róman légions with great slaughter, and made Régulus a prisoner. A fleet 

was then sent from Ítaly to rescue the survivors, but this fleet on its return was wrecked in a 

storm. Thus ingloriously closed the war in África. 

 

   The War Confined to Sícily (255-241 B.C.).ðFor several years after this, the war languished 

in Sícily. The long series of Róman disasters was relieved by the capture of Panórmus on the 

northern coast, which was soon followed by a second victory over the Carthagínians at the same 

place. It is said that the Carthagínians, after this second defeat, desired an exchange of prisoners, 

and sent Régulus to the Róman senate to advocate their cause, under the promise that he would 
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return if unsuccessful. But Régulus, it is said, persuaded the senate not to accept the offer of the 

Carthagínians; and then, in spite of the tears and entreaties of his friends, went back to Cárthage. 

Whether this story is true or not, it illustrates the honor and patriotism of the true Róman.  

 

   After the Róman victories at Panórmus, the Carthagínians were pushed into the extreme 

western part of the island. The Rómans then laid siege to Lilybȗum, the stronghold of the 

Carthagínian power. Failing to capture this place, the Róman cónsul, P. Cláudius, determined to 

destroy the enemyôs fleet lying near Drépanum; but he was defeated with the loss of over ninety 

ships. The superstitious Rómans believed that this defeat was due to the fact that Cláudius had 

impiously disregarded the auguries; when the sacred chickens had refused to eat, he had in a fit 

of passion thrown them into the sea. The cónsul was recalled by the senate, and a dictator was 

appointed in his place. After the loss of other fleets by storms, and after fruitless campaigns 

against the great Carthagínian soldier, Hamílcar Bárca, the Róman cause seemed a failure. 

 

 

Departure of Régulus from Rome (ca. 1769), Benjamin West (1738-1820), British Royal Collection 
 

   Victory at the Ægátes Islands (241 B.C.).ðIt is in the midst of such discouraging times as 

these that we are able to see the strong elements of the Róman character: patriotism, fortitude, 

and steadfast perseverance. With a loss of one sixth of their population and a vast amount of 

treasure, they still persisted in the attempt to conquer Sícily. Wealthy citizens advanced their 

money to build a new fleet. In this way two hundred ships were built and placed under the cónsul 

C. Lutátius Cátulus. A decisive victory was gained at the Ægátes Islands, off the western 

extremity of Sícily. The Carthagínians were unprepared for the terrible defeat which they 

suffered, and were obliged to sue for peace. They were obliged to give up Sícily; release all the 

Róman prisoners without ransom; and pay to the Rómans 3,200 talents, within ten years. Thus 

ended the first Púnic war, which had lasted for twenty-three years. During this time Rome had 

shown her ability to fight upon the sea and had fairly entered the lists as one of the great powers 

of the world. But this first contest with Cárthage, severe as it was, was merely a preparation for 

the more terrible struggle which was yet to-come.  
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III.  EVENTS FOLLOWING THE WAR (241-218 B.C.) 

 

   Sícily becomes the First Róman Province.ðIn the interval between the first and second 

Púnic wars, both Rome and Cárthage sought to strengthen and consolidate their power. They 

knew that the question of supremacy was not yet decided, and sooner or later another contest 

must come. Rome found herself in possession of a new territory outside of Ítaly, which must be 

organized. She had already three kinds of territory: (1) the Róman domain (áger Románus), 

where all were, generally speaking, full citizens; (2) the Látin colonies, in which the people had a 

part of the rights of citizens; and (3) the Itálian land, in which the people were not citizens, but 

were half independent, having their own governments, but bound to Rome as allies in war. In 

Sícily a new system was introduced. The people were made neither citizens nor allies, but 

subjects. The land was generally confiscated, and the inhabitants were obliged to pay a heavy 

tribute. The whole island, except Sýracuse, which remained independent, was governed by a 

prȗtor sent from Rome. By this arrangement Sícily became a ñprovince,ò which is another name 

for a conquered territory outside of Ítaly.  

 

   Annexation of Sardínia and Córsica.ðBesides Sícily, there were in the Mediterránean two 

other islands which seemed by nature to belong to Ítaly. These were Sardínia and Córsica. While 

Cárthage was engaged in suppressing a revolt of her own soldiers, which is known as the 

ñmercenary warò in África, Rome saw a favorable opportunity to get possession of Sardínia. 

Cárthage protested against such an act; and Rome replied by demanding the cession of the island, 

and also the payment of a fine of 1200 talents. Cárthage was obliged to submit to this unjust 

demand; but she determined to avenge herself in the future. As Sardínia came to her so easily, 

Rome proceeded to take Córsica also, and the two islands were erected into a second Róman 

province. Rome thus obtained possession of the three great islands of the western Mediterránean.  

 

   Suppression of the Illýrian Pirates.ðThe attention of Rome was soon directed to the eastern 

coast of the Adriátic Sea. An appeal came from the Greek cities for protection against the pirates 

of the Adriátic. These pirates were the people of Illýricum, who made their living by plundering 

the ships and ravaging the coasts of their Greek neighbors. With a fleet of two hundred ships, 

Rome cleared the Adriátic Sea of these pirates. She then took the Greek cities under her 

protection; Rome thus obtained a foothold upon the eastern coast of the Adriátic, which brought 

her into friendly relations with Greece, and afterward into hostile relations with Macedónia.  

 

   Conquest of Cisálpine Gaul.ðAs Rome began to be drawn into foreign wars, she became 

aware that her position at home could not be secure so long as the northern part of Ítaly remained 

unconquered. The Alps formed the natural boundary of Ítaly; and to this boundary she felt 

obliged to extend her power. She planted colonies upon the Gállic frontier, and in these towns 

made a large assignment of lands to her own citizens. The Gauls resented this as an 

encroachment upon their territory; they appealed to arms, invaded Etrúria, and threatened Rome. 

The invaders were defeated and driven back, and the war was continued in the valley of the Po 

until the whole of Cisálpine Gaul was finally subdued. The conquered territory was secured by 

new colonies, and Rome was practically supreme to the Alps. Her people were made more 

devoted to her by the share which they received in the new land. Her dominions were now so 

well organized, and her authority so secure, that she felt prepared for another contest with 

Cárthage. 
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CHAPTER XV  

 

THE SECOND PÚNIC WAR (218-201 B.C.)  

 
From Sagúntum to Cánnæ (218-216 B.C.), I.ðFrom Cánnæ to the Metáurus (216-207 B.C.), II. 

From the Metáurus to Záma (207-201 B.C.), III. 
 

 

I. FROM SAGÚNTUM TO CÁNNÆ (218-216 B.C.)  

 

   Beginning of the War in Spain.ðThe second Púnic war, which now followed, was to decide 

the fate of Rome, and perhaps of Éurope. Its real cause was the growing rivalry between the two 

great powers that were now struggling for supremacy in the western Mediterránean. But it was 

directly brought about by the rapid growth of the Carthagínian dominion in Spain. While Rome 

was adding to her strength by the conquest of Cisálpine Gaul and the reduction of the islands in 

the sea, Cárthage was building up a great empire in the Spánish peninsula. Here she expected to 

raise new armies, with which to invade Ítaly. This was the policy of Hamílcar Bárca, her greatest 

citizen and soldier. The work was begun by Hamílcar himself, and then continued by his son-in-

law, Hásdrubal, who founded the city of New Cárthage as the capital of the new province.  

 

   Rome began to be alarmed, as she saw the territory of her rival extending toward the north. She 

induced Cárthage to make a treaty not to extend her conquests beyond the river Ibérus (Ébro), in 

the northern part of Spain. Rome also formed a treaty of alliance with the Greek city of 

Sagúntum, which, though south of the Ibérus, was up to this time free and independent. Cárthage 

continued the work of conquering the southern part of Spain, without infringing upon the rights 

of Rome, until Hásdrubal died. Then Hánnibal, the young son of the great Hamílcar, and the idol 

of the army, was chosen as commander. This young Carthagínian, who had in his boyhood sworn 

an eternal hostility to Rome, now felt that his mission was come. He marched from New 

Cárthage and proceeded to attack Sagúntum, the ally of Rome; and after a siege of eight months, 

captured it. The Rómans sent an embassy to Cárthage to demand the surrender of Hánnibal. The 

story is told that Quíntus Fábius, the chief Róman envoy, lifted up a fold of his toga and said to 

the Carthagínian senate, ñHere we bring you peace and war; which do you choose?ò ñGive us 

either,ò was the reply. ñThen I offer you war,ò said Fábius. ñAnd this we accept,ò shouted the 

Carthagínians. Thus was begun the most memorable war of ancient times.  

 

   Hánnibal and Rome.ðRome was now at war, not only with 

Cárthage, but with Hánnibal. The first Púnic war had been a 

struggle with the greatest naval power of the Mediterránean, 

but the second Púnic war was to be a conflict with one of the 

greatest soldiers that the world has ever seen. As a military 

genius, no Róman could compare with him. If the Rómans 

could have known what ruin and desolation were to follow in 

the train of this young man of Cárthage, they might have 

hesitated to enter upon this war. But no one could know the 

future. While Cárthage placed her cause in the hands of a 

brilliant captain, Rome felt that she was supported by a 

courageous and steadfast people. It will be interesting for us to 

follow this contest between a great man and a great nation.  

 
Bust of Hánnibal, Museo Nazionale, Náples 
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   Hánnibalôs Invasion of Ítaly.ðEven at the beginning of the war Hánnibal showed his great 

genius as a soldier. The Rómans formed an excellent plan to send two armies into the enemyôs 

country - one into África under Semprónius, and the other into Spain under P. Cornélius Scípio. 

But Hánnibal, with the instinct of a true soldier, saw that Cárthage would be safe if Ítaly were 

invaded and Rome threatened. Leaving his brother Hásdrubal to protect Spain, he crossed the 

Pýrenees with fifty thousand infantry, nine thousand cavalry, and a number of elephants. Without 

delay he pushed on to the river Rhône; outflanked the barbarians, who were trying to oppose his 

passage; and crossed the river above, just as the Róman army (which had expected to meet him 

in Spain) had reached Massília (Marseilles). When the Róman commander, P. Cornélius Scípio, 

found that he had been outgeneraled by Hánnibal, he sent his brother Cn. Scípio on to Spain with 

the main army, and returned himself to Cisálpine Gaul, expecting to destroy the Carthagínian if 

he should venture to come into Ítaly. Hánnibal in the meantime pressed on; and in spite of 

innumerable difficulties and dangers crossed the Alps. He finally reached the valley of the Po, 

with only twenty thousand foot and six thousand horse. Here he recruited his ranks from the 

Gauls, who eagerly joined his cause against the Rómans.  

 

 
 

   Hánnibalôs Early Victories.ðWhen the Rómans were aware that Hánnibal was really in 

Ítaly, they made preparations to meet and to destroy him. Semprónius was recalled with the army 

originally intended for África; and Scípio, who had returned from Massília, gathered together the 

scattered forces in northern Ítaly and took up his station at Placéntia on the Po. The cavalry of 

the two armies first met in a skirmish on the north side of the Po, near the little stream Ticínus. 

The Rómans were defeated, and Scípio himself was severely wounded. Hánnibal then crossed to 
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the south of the Po. To prevent his advance, Scípio took up a strong position on the bank of the 

river Trébia. Scípio was soon joined by his colleague Semprónius, who came to him from 

Aríminum on the Adriátic coast. The two hostile armies were now separated by the river Trébia. 

Here again Hánnibal showed his great skill as a general. By a feigned attack he drew the Rómans 

over to his own side of the river. He then attacked them in front, upon the flank, and in the rear; 

and the Róman army was 

nearly annihilated. The 

remnant of the army fled to 

Placéntia. This great disaster 

did not discourage the 

Rómans. They soon raised new 

armies with which to resist the 

invaders.  

 

   Battle of Lake Trasuménus 

(217 B.C.).ðIn the following 

spring, the new cónsul, 

Flamínius, placed his own 

army at Arrétium, in Etrúria, 

and his colleagueôs army at 

Aríminum, to guard the only 

roads upon which it seemed 

possible that Hánnibal could 

move, in order to reach Rome. But Hánnibal, instead of going by either of these roads on which 

he was expected to go, crossed the Ápennines and pushed on toward Rome through the marshy 

regions of Etrúria. He thus got between the Róman armies and the Róman capital. He knew that 

Flamínius would be obliged to hasten to Rome to protect the city. He also knew by what road 

Flamínius must go, and he determined to destroy the Róman army on its way. He posted his 

army on the heights near the northern shore of Lake Trasuménus (Trásimene), overlooking a 

defile through which the Róman army must pass. The Rómans approached this defile and entered 

it, not suspecting the terrible fate which awaited them. At a given signal, the soldiers of Hánnibal 

rushed to the attack. The Rómans were overwhelmed on every side, and those who escaped the 

fierce Gauls and the dreaded cavalry of Numídia were buried in the waters of the lake. Fifteen 

thousand Rómans and Itálians fell on that fatal field, with Flamínius, their leader. The Róman 

army was practically destroyed. Northern Ítaly was now at the mercy of Hánnibal, and Rome 

seemed an easy prey to the victorious Carthagínian. 

 

 
 

   Fábius Máximus, Dictator.ðñWe have lost a great battle, our army is destroyed, Flamínius is 

killed!ò was the simple announcement which the prȗtor made, after the frightful disaster at Lake 

Trasuménus. But this simple announcement brought consternation to the Róman people. They 
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recalled the days of the Gauls and the battle on the Állia. But they were still determined to 

defend their country. The times seemed to demand a dictator, and Q. Fábius Máximus was 

appointed. He was a member of that Fábian gens which had before proved its devotion to the 

country; and he was also that ambassador who had offered to Cárthage the choice between peace 

and war. He ordered new armies to be raised, and the city to be put in a state of defense.  

 

   Hánnibal did not see fit to attack Rome; but, turning to the east, he moved through Úmbria and 

Picénum into Apúlia, plundering the country as he went. He hoped to draw to his standard the 

allies of Rome in southern Ítaly, by showing that they were safe only under his protection. He 

also wished to provoke Fábius to a pitched battle. But Fábius had learned some lessons from the 

war; and he adopted the safe policy of harassing the army of Hánnibal and of avoiding a general 

engagement. On account of this cautious strategy he was called Fábius Cunctátor, or the Delayer. 

In order to irritate him to a conflict, Hánnibal marched through Sámnium into the rich fields of 

Campánia. Fábius then tried to shut Hánnibal up in this little territory by holding the mountain 

passes. But when Hánnibal was ready to go, he opened his way by a stratagem. He ordered his 

light-armed troops in the night to drive up the mountain side a herd of cattle, with lighted 

bundles tied to their horns. The Rómans who guarded the way, deceived or panic-stricken by this 

unusual demonstration, abandoned their post. Hánnibal marched through the unguarded pass, and 

was free again to plunder the countries of southern Ítaly. He moved eastward through Sámnium, 

and then descended into the region of Apúlia. During all this time the allied cities of Ítaly had 

remained faithful to Rome. 

 

   Battle of Cánnæ (216 B.C.).ðThe cautious strategy of Fábius soon became unpopular; and 

the escape of Hánnibal from Campánia especially excited the dissatisfaction of the people. Two 

new cónsuls were therefore chosen, who were expected to pursue a more vigorous policy. These 

were Teréntius Várro and Æmílius Páullus. Hánnibalôs army was now in Apúlia, near the little 

town of Cánnæ on the Áufidus River. To this place the cónsuls led their new forces, consisting of 

eighty thousand infantry and six thousand cavalry, the largest army that the Rómans had, up to 

that time, ever gathered on a single battlefield; Hánnibalôs army consisted of forty thousand 

infantry and ten thousand cavalry. But the brain of Hánnibal was more than a match for the forty 

thousand extra Rómans, under the command of less able generals. The Róman cónsuls took 

command on alternate days. Páullus was cautious; but Várro was impetuous and determined to 

fight Hánnibal at the first opportunity. As this was Hánnibalôs greatest battle, we may learn 

something of his wonderful skill by looking at, its plan.  

 

   The Rómans drew up their heavy infantry in solid columns, facing to the south, to attack the 

center of Hánnibalôs line. In front of the heavy-armed troops were the light-armed soldiers, to act 

as skirmishers. On the Róman right, near the river, were two thousand of the Róman cavalry, and 

on the left wing were four thousand cavalry of the allies. With their army thus arranged, the 

Rómans hoped to defeat Hánnibal. But Hánnibal laid his plan not simply to defeat the Róman 

army, but to draw it into such a position that it could be entirely destroyed. He therefore placed 

his weakest troops, the Spánish and Gállic infantry, in the center opposite the heavy infantry of 

the Rómans, and pushed them forward in the form of a crescent, with the expectation that they 

would be driven back and pursued by the Rómans. On either flank he placed an invincible body 

of Áfrican troops, his best and most trusted soldiers, drawn back in long, solid columns, so that 

they could fall upon the Rómans when the center had been driven in. On his left wing, next to the 

river, were placed four thousand Spánish and Gállic cavalry, and on the right wing his superb 

body of six thousand Numídian cavalry, which was to swing around and attack the Róman army 

in the rear, when it had become engaged with the Áfrican troops upon the right and left. 
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   The description of this plan is almost 

a description of the battle itself. When 

the Rómans had pressed back the 

weak center of Hánnibalôs line, they 

found themselves engulfed in the 

midst of the Carthagínian forces. 

Attacked on all sides, the Róman army 

became a confused mass of struggling 

men, and the battle became a butchery. 

The army was annihilated; seventy 

thousand Róman soldiers are said to 

have been slain, among whom were 

eighty senators and the cónsul 

Æmílius. The small remnant of 

survivors fled to the neighboring 

towns, and Várro, with seventy 

horsemen, took refuge in the city of 

Venúsia. This was the most terrible 

day that Rome had seen since the 

destruction of the city by the Gauls, 

nearly two centuries before. Every 

house in Rome was in mourning. 

 

 

II. FROM CÁNNÆ TO THE METÁURUS (216-207 B.C.) 

 

   Hánnibalôs New Allies.ðThe battle of Cánnæ convinced the Itálian allies that it would be 

better to have the help, rather than the hostility, of such a man as Hánnibal. The Apúlians, the 

Lucánians, the Sámnites, the Brúttians, revolted and put themselves under his protection. But the 

Látin colonies and the Greek cities generally remained loyal to Rome. Cápua, however, the most 

important city in Ítaly, after Rome, opened her gates to Hánnibal; and Taréntum, which held a 

Róman garrison, was betrayed into his hands. The influence of Hánnibalôs victory was also 

apparent outside of Ítaly. Sýracuse transferred her allegiance from Rome to Cárthage, and many 

other cities in Sícily threatened to revolt. Phílip V., the king of Macedónia, also made an alliance 

with Hánnibal, and threatened to invade Ítaly to assist him. Hánnibal at this time was at the 

height of his power. 

 

   Dismay and Fortitude of the Rómans.ðDuring the period which followed the battle of 

Cánnæ, the Róman character was put to its severest test. The people feared the worst. Everything 

seemed turning against them. They were in dismay; but they did not despair. The popular 

excitement was soon allayed by the firmness of the senate. Under the wise counsels of Fábius 

Máximus, new plans were made for the recovery of Ítaly. But the problem now seemed greater 

than ever before. The war must be carried on, not only in Ítaly, to recover the revolted allies and 

to meet the continued attacks of Hánnibal; but also in Spain, to prevent reënforcements coming 

from Hásdrubal; and in Sícily, to prevent the cities of that province from following the example 

of Sýracuse; and finally in Greece, to prevent the king of Macedónia from interfering in the 

affairs of Ítaly. In the face of all discouragements, the Róman people, supported by the faithful 

Látin towns and colonies, remained firm; and with fixed resolution determined to prosecute the 

war with greater vigor than ever before.  
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   The Turning of the Tide.ðIt was at this point that the fortunes of war began to turn in favor 

of the Rómans. The first ray of hope came from Spain, where it was learned that Hásdrubal had 

been defeated by the Scípios. Then Hánnibalôs army met its first repulse in Campánia. The 

Rómans also, by forming a league with the Ætólian cities of Greece and sending them a few 

troops, were able to prevent Macedónia from giving any aid to Hánnibal. Soon Sýracuse was 

captured after a siege by the Róman prȗtor Marcéllus. Moreover, Hánnibalôs forces were 

weakened by the need of protecting his new allies, scattered in various parts of southern Ítaly.  

 

   Recovery of Cápua.ðThe Rómans were greatly incensed by the revolt of Cápua, and 

determined to punish its citizens. Regular siege was laid to the city, and two Róman armies 

surrounded its walls. Hánnibal marched to the relief of the beleaguered city and attempted to 

raise the siege; but could not draw the Róman army from its entrenchments. As a last resort, he 

marched directly to Rome, hoping to compel the Rómans to withdraw their armies from Cápua 

for the defense of the capital. Although he plundered the towns and ravaged the fields of Látium, 

and rode about the walls of Rome, the fact that ñHánnibal was at the gates,ò did not entice the 

Róman army away from Cápua. Rome was well defended, and Hánnibal, having no means of 

besieging the city, withdrew again into the southern part of Ítaly. Cápua was soon taken by the 

Rómans; its chief citizens were put to death for their treason, many of the inhabitants were 

reduced to slavery, and the city itself was put under the control of a prefect. It was apparent that 

Hánnibal could not protect his Ítalian allies; and his cause seemed doomed to failure, unless he 

could receive help from his brother Hásdrubal, who was still in Spain.  

 

   The Scípios in Spain (218-212 B.C.); Battle of the Metáurus (207 B.C.).ðHásdrubal had 

been kept in Spain by the vigorous campaign which the Rómans had conducted in that peninsula 

under the two Scípios. Upon the death of these generals, the young Públius Cornélius Scípio was 

sent to Spain and earned a great name by his victories. But Hásdrubal was determined to go to 

the rescue of his brother in Ítaly. He followed Hánnibalôs path over the Alps into the valley of 

the Po. Hánnibal had moved northward into Apúlia, and was awaiting news from Hásdrubal. 

There were now two enemies in Ítaly, instead of one. One Róman army under Cláudius Néro 

was, therefore, sent to oppose Hánnibal in Apúlia; and another army under Lívius Salinátor was 

sent to meet Hásdrubal, who had just crossed the river Metáurus, in Úmbria. 
 

   It was necessary that Hásdrubal should be crushed before 

Hánnibal was informed of his arrival in Ítaly. The cónsul 

Cláudius Néro therefore left his main army in Apúlia, and 

with eight thousand picked soldiers hurried to the aid of 

his colleague in Úmbria. The battle which took place at the 

Metáurus was decisive; and really determined the issue of 

the second Púnic war. The army of Hásdrubal was entirely 

destroyed, and he himself was slain. The first news which 

Hánnibal received of this disaster was from the lifeless lips 

of his own brother, whose head was thrown by the Rómans 

into the Carthagínian camp. Hánnibal saw that the death of 

his brother was the doom of Cárthage; and he sadly 

exclaimed, ñO Cárthage, I see thy fate!ò Hánnibal retired 

into Brúttium; and the Róman cónsuls received the first 

triumph that had been given since the beginning of this 

disastrous war. 
 

Hánnibal Recognizes the Head of His Brother Hásdrubal 

(ca. 1728-1739), Giovanni Battista Tiepolo (1697-1770), 

Kunsthistorisches Museum, Vienna 
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III. FROM THE METÁURUS TO ZÁMA (207-201 B.C.) 

 

   Públius Scípio Afric ánus.ðOf all the men produced by Rome during the Púnic wars, Públius 

Cornélius Scípio (afterward called Africánus) came the nearest to being a military genius. From 

boyhood he had, like Hánnibal, served in the army. At the death of his father and uncle, he had 

been entrusted with the conduct of the war in Spain. With great ability he had defeated the 

armies which opposed him, and had regained the entire peninsula, after it had been almost lost. 

With his conquest of New Cárthage and Gádes, Spain was brought under the Róman power. On 

his return to Rome, Scípio was unanimously elected to the cónsulship. He then proposed his 

scheme for closing the war. This plan was to keep Hánnibal shut up in the Brúttian peninsula, 

and to carry the war into África. Although this scheme seemed to the aged Fábius Máximus as 

rash, the people had entire confidence in the young Scípio, and supported him. From this time 

Scípio was the chief figure in the war, and the senate kept him in command until its close.  
 

   The War carried into África .ðScípio now organized his new 

army, which was made up largely of volunteers, and equipped by 

patriotic contributions. He embarked from Sícily and landed in 

África. He was assisted by the Numídian king, Masiníssa, whom he 

had previously met in Spain; and whose royal title was now disputed 

by a rival named Sýphax, an ally of Cárthage. The title to the 

kingship of Numídia thus became mixed up with the war with 

Cárthage. Scípio and Masiníssa soon defeated the Carthagínian 

armies in África, and the fate of Cárthage was sealed. 
 

Bust of Scípio Africánus from Herculáneum 

Museo Nazionale, Náples 

 

   Recall of Hánnibal.ðWhile the war was progressing in África, Hánnibal still held his place in 

Brúttium like a lion at bay. In the midst of misfortune, he was still a hero. He kept control of his 

devoted army, and was faithful to his duty when all was lost. Cárthage was convinced that her 

only hope was in recalling Hánnibal to defend his native city. Hánnibal left Ítaly, the field of his 

brilliant exploits, and landed in África. Thus Rome was relieved of her dreaded foe, who had 

brought her so near to the brink of ruin. 
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    Battle of Záma and End of the War (201 

B.C.).ðThe two greatest generals then living 

were now face to face upon the soil of África. 

The final battle of the war was fought (202 

B.C.) near Záma. Hánnibal fought at a great 

disadvantage. His own veterans were reduced 

greatly in number, and the new armies of 

Cárthage could not be depended upon. Scípio 

changed the order of the légions, leaving 

spaces in his line, through which the 

elephants of Hánnibal might pass without 

being opposed. In this battle Hánnibal was 

defeated, and the Carthagínian army was 

annihilated. It is said that twenty thousand 

men were slain, and as many more taken  

prisoners. The great war was now ended, and 

Scípio imposed the terms of peace (201 

B.C.). These terms were as follows: (1) Cárthage was to give up the whole of Spain and all the 

islands between África and Ítaly; (2) Masiníssa was recognized as the king of Numídia and the 

ally of Rome; (3) Cárthage was to pay an annual tribute of 200 talents for fifty years; (4) 

Cárthage agreed not to wage any war without the consent of Rome. 

 

 
 

Battle of Záma (ca. 1521), Giulio Romano (1499-1546), Pushkin Fine Arts Museum, Moscow 

 

   Rome was thus recognized as the mistress of the western Mediterránean. Cárthage, although 

not reduced to a province, became a dependent state. Sýracuse was added to the province of 

Sícily, and the territory of Spain was divided into two provinces, Hither and Farther Spain. Rome 

had, moreover, been brought into hostile relations with Macédonia, which paved the way for her 

conquests in the East.  



 

72 

 

CHAPTER XVI  
 

THE CONQUESTS IN THE EAST (200-133 B.C.)  

 
The Condition of the East, I.ðThe First and Second Macedónian Wars, II. 

War with Antíochus of Sýria (192-189 B.C.), III.ðThe Third Macedónian War (171-168 B.C.), IV.  
 

 

I. THE CONDITION OF THE EAST 

 

   The Divisions of the Empire of Alexánder.ðAt the time of the second Púnic war, the 

countries about the Mediterránean may be considered as forming two distinct worlds: the 

Western world, in which Rome and Cárthage were struggling for mastery; and the Eastern world, 

which was divided among the successors of Alexánder the Great. It was more than a century 

before this time that Alexánder had built up a great empire, extending from Greece to the middle 

of Ásia. By his conquests the ideals of Greek art and literature and philosophy had been spread 

into the eastern countries. But Alexánder had none of the genius for organization which the 

Rómans possessed, and so at his death his empire fell to pieces. The fragments were seized by 

his different generals, and became new and distinct kingdoms. At this time there were three of 

these kingdoms which were quite extensive and powerful. These were: (1) the kingdom of Egypt 

under the Ptólemies, in África; (2) the kingdom of Sýria under the Seleúcidæ, in Ásia; and (3) 

the kingdom of Macedónia under the direct successors of Alexánder, in southeastern Éurope. 

 

   Égypt under the Ptólemies.ðUnder the reign of the Ptólemies, Égypt had attained a 

remarkable degree of prosperity. Her territory not only included the valley of the Nile, but 

extended into Ásia, taking in Pálestine, Phînícia, and the southern part of Sýria (CîӢle-Sýria), 

besides Cýprus and some other islands. Its capital, Alexándria, was perhaps the most cultivated 

city of the world, where the learned men of all countries found their home. So devoted was 

Égypt to the arts of peace, that she kept aloof, as far as possible, from the great wars of this 

period. But she was an object of envy to the kings of Sýria and Macedónia; and toward the close 

of the second Púnic war, in order to protect herself, she had formed an alliance with Rome. The 

friendly relations between Rome and Égypt were preserved, while Rome carried on war with the 

other great powers of the East. 

 

   Sýria under Antíochus III .ðThe most important fragment of Alex§nderôs empire in Ćsia was 

Sýria, or the kingdom of the Seleúcidæ, so called from the name of its founder, Seleúcus the 

Conqueror. It covered a large part of western Ásia, comprising the valley of the Euphrátes, upper 

Sýria, and portions of Ásia Minor. Its rulers included four kings by the name of Seleúcus, and 

eight by the name of Antíochus. These names also appear in the capital cities of the Sýrian 

empire, Seleúcia on the Tígris and Ántioch in upper Sýria. The most powerful of these kings was 

Antíochus III., surnamed the Great. He did much to enlarge and strengthen the empire. But he 

incurred the hostility of Rome by giving asylum to Romeôs great enemy, H§nnibal, and also by 

attempting to make conquests in Éurope. There were a few small states in Ásia Minor, like 

Pérgamum, Bithýnia, Póntus, and the island republic of Rhodes, which were not included in the 

kingdom of Sýria and which were inclined to look to Rome for protection. 

 

   Macedónia and the Greek Cities.ðThe third great fragment of Alex§nderôs empire was 

Macedónia, which aspired to be supreme in eastern Éurope. A part of Greece fell under its 

authority. But many of the Greek cities remained free; and they united into leagues or 

confederations, in order to maintain their independence. One of these was the Achȗan league, 
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made up of the cities of southern Greece, or the Peloponnésus; and another was the Ætólian 

league, including a large number of cities in central Greece. When Phílip V. came to the throne 

of Macedónia, his kingdom was in a flourishing condition. The young ruler was ambitious to 

extend his power; and came into hostile relations with Rome, which espoused the cause of the 

Greek cities.  

 

 

II. THE FIRST AND SECOND MACEDÓNIAN WARS 

 

   The First Macedónian War (215-206 B.C.).ðIt was the indiscreet alliance of Phílip of 

Macedónia with Hánnibal, during the second Púnic war, which we have already noticed, that 

brought about the first conflict between Rome and Macedónia. But Rome was then so fully 

occupied with her struggle with Cárthage that all she desired to do was simply to prevent Phílip 

from making his threatened invasion of Ítaly. Rome therefore sent a small force across the 

Adriátic, made friends with the Ætólians, and kept Phílip occupied at home. The Macedónian 

king was thus prevented from sending any force into Ítaly. The Ætólians, not satisfied with the 

support given to them by Rome, soon made peace with Phílip; and the Rómans themselves, who 

were about to invade África, were also willing to conclude a treaty of peace with him. Thus 

closed what is generally called the first Macedónian war, which was really nothing more than a 

diversion to prevent Phílip from giving aid to Hánnibal after the battle of Cánnæ.  

 

   Beginning of the Second Macedónian War (200-197 B.C.).ðWhen the second Púnic war 

was fairly ended, Rome felt free to deal with Phílip of Macedónia, and to take a firm hand in 

settling the affairs of the East. Phílip had annoyed her, not only by making an alliance with 

Hánnibal, but afterward by sending a force to assist him at the battle of Záma. And now the 

ambitious schemes of Phílip were not at all to the liking of Rome. For instance, he made an 

agreement with Antíochus of Sýria to cut up the possessions of Égypt, a country which was 

friendly to Rome. He was also overrunning the coasts of the Ægéan Sea, and was threatening the 

little kingdom of Pérgamum in Ásia Minor, and the little republic of Rhodes, as well as the cities 

of Greece. When appeal came to Rome for protection, she espoused the cause of the small states, 

and declared war against Macedónia.  

 

   Battle of Cynoscéphalæ (197 B.C.).ðThe great hero of 

this war was T. Quínctius Flaminínus; and the decisive battle 

was fought near a hill in Théssaly called Cynoscéphalæ 

(ñDogôs Headsò). Here Ph²lip was completely defeated, and 

his army was destroyed. Although Macedónia was not reduced 

to the condition of a province, it became practically subject to 

Rome. Macedónia was thus humbled, and there was no other 

power in Europe to dispute the supremacy of Rome. 
 

Phílip V. of Mácedon 

 

   The Liberation of Greece (196 B.C.).ðTo complete her work in eastern Éurope, and to 

justify her position as defender of the Greek cities, Rome withdrew her garrisons and announced 

the independence of Greece. This was proclaimed by Flaminínus at the Ísthmian games, amid 

wild enthusiasm and unbounded expressions of gratitude. Rome was hailed as ñthe nation which, 

at its own expense, with its own labor, and at its own risk, waged war for the liberty of others, 

and which had crossed the sea that justice, right, and law should everywhere have sovereign 

sway.ò 
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III. WAR WITH ANTÍOCHUS OF SÝRIA (192-189 B.C.) 

 

   Beginning of the War; the Ætólians.ðThere was now left in 

the world only one great power which could claim to be a rival of 

Rome. That power was Sýria, under its ambitious ruler, Antíochus 

III. A number of things led to the conflict between Rome and this 

great power in Ásia. But the direct cause of the war grew out of the 

intrigues of the Ætólians in Greece. This restless people stirred up a 

discord among the Greek cities, and finally called upon Antíochus 

to espouse their cause, and to aid them in driving the Rómans out 

of the country. Antíochus accepted this invitation, crossed the 

Héllespont, and landed in Greece with an army of 10,000 men (192 

B.C.). 
 

Bust of Antíochus III . 

 

   Battles of Thermópylæ and Magnésia.ðRome now appeared as the protector of Éurope 

against Ásia. She was supported by her previous enemy, Phílip of Macedónia; and she was also 

aided by the kingdom of Pérgamum and the republic of Rhodes. The career of Antíochus in 

Greece was short. He was defeated by Márcus Pórcius Cáto in the famous pass of Thermópylæ 

(191 B.C.), and was driven back across the sea into Ásia Minor. The next year the Rómans 

followed him, and fought their first battle upon the continent of Ásia. The Róman army was 

nominally under the command of the new cónsul, L. Cornélius Scípio, but really under the 

command of his famous brother, Scípio Africánus, who accompanied him. The decisive battle 

was fought at Magnésia (190 B.C.), not far from Sárdis in western Ásia Minor. Forty thousand of 

the enemy were slain, with a comparatively small loss to the Rómans. Scípio imposed the terms 

of peace, which required Antíochus (1) to give up all his possessions in Ásia Mínor - the most of 

which were added to the kingdom of Pérgamum, with some territory to the republic of Rhodes; 

(2) to give up his fleet and not to interfere in Européan affairs; (3) to pay the sum of 15,000 

talents within twelve years; and (4) to surrender Hánnibal, who had taken an active part in the 

war. 

 

   Subjection of the Ætólians.ðAfter the great victory of Magnésia, Rome turned her arms 

against the Ætólians, who were so foolish as to continue the struggle. Their chief city, Ambrácia, 

was taken; and they were soon forced to submit. Macedónia and all Greece, with the exception of 

the Achȗan league, were now brought into subjection to the Róman authority.  

 

   The Fate of Hánnibal.ðTo the Rómans it seemed an act of treachery that Hánnibal, who had 

been conquered in a fair field at Záma, should continue his hostility by fighting on the side of 

their enemies. But Hánnibal never forgot the oath of eternal enmity to Rome, the oath which he 

had sworn at his fatherôs knee. When Antíochus agreed to surrender him, Hánnibal fled to Crete, 

and afterward took refuge with the king of Bithýnia. Here he continued his hostility to Rome by 

aiding this ruler in a war against Romeôs ally, the king of P®rgamum. The R·mans still pursued 

him, and sent Flaminínus to demand his surrender. But Hánnibal again fled, and, hunted from the 

face of the earth, this great soldier, who had been the most terrible foe that Rome had ever 

encountered, took his own life by drinking poison. It is said that the year of his death was the 

same year (183 B.C.) in which died his great and victorious antagonist, Scípio Africánus.  
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IV. THE THIRD MACEDÓNIAN WAR (171-168 B.C.) 

 

   Róman Policy in the East.ðBy the great battles of Cynoscéphalæ and Magnésia, Rome had 

reason to believe that she had broken the power of her rivals in the East. But she had not yet 

adopted in that part of the world the policy which she had previously employed in the case of 

Sícily and Spain, namely, of reducing the territory to the condition of provinces. She had left the 

countries of the East nominally free and independent; and had placed them in the condition of 

subject allies, or of tributary states. She had compelled them to reduce their armies, to give her 

an annual tribute, and to promise not to make a war without her consent. In this way she believed 

that Macedónia and Sýria would be obliged to keep the peace. Over the weaker powers, like the 

Greek cities, the kingdom of Pérgamum, and the republic of Rhodes, she had assumed the 

position of a friendly protector. But in spite of this generous policy, a spirit of discontent 

gradually grew up in the various countries, and Rome was soon obliged, as we shall see, to adopt 

a new and more severe policy, in order to maintain peace and order throughout her empire. 

 

   Beginning of the Third Macedónian War.ðPhílip of Macedónia had been a faithful ally of 

Rome during the late war with Antíochus; but at its close he felt that he had not been sufficiently 

rewarded for his fidelity. He saw that the little states of Pérgamum and Rhodes had received 

considerable accessions to their territories, while he himself was apparently forgotten. On 

account of this seeming neglect, he began to think of regaining his old power. When he died, he 

was succeeded by his son, Pérseus, who continued the design of making Macedónia free from 

the dictation of Rome. Pérseus did what he could to develop the resources of his kingdom, and to 

organize and strengthen his army. He even began to be looked upon by the Greek cities as their 

champion against the encroachments of Rome. But the time soon came when he was obliged to 

answer for his arrogant conduct. The Rómans became convinced of the ambitious scheme of 

Pérseus, and entered upon a new war against Macedónia.  


